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A Caring Community Anchored in Christ,
Reaching Out To All People

From Pastor
John’s Desk
revjohn.goodshep@telus.net
The peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
be with you all.
This will be a shorter note than usual
because, as you will see, there’s plenty
of reading in this month’s newsletter,
with a note from our Pastoral Intern,
Andrea, and also a wonderful message
from our Synod Bishop, Rev. Dr. Larry
Kochendorfer.
We are moving quickly this month to
the end of the church year, and will
begin the new church year with the 1st
Sunday of Advent on November 27.
There will be a number of celebratory
Sundays, beginning with the celebration of the Reformation on October 30
(although Reformation Day is the 31st)
followed immediately by All Saints Sunday on Nov. 6, then to end the church
year, Christ the King Sunday on Nov.

20. (*Here we’ll slip in a quick prayer
for our Altar guild volunteer who must
change the banners and parament
colors in the sanctuary every Sunday
of November!)
Things change quickly at this time of
the church year. It’s a reminder to us
that things change not only in the secular world but in the church as well.
sometimes the speed at which they
change can leave us quite stressed.
Even though things also change within the church, we can find solid ground
nonetheless. We can be inspired by
the words of St. Paul in his letter to
the Ephesians, a piece from Ephesians
1 that we will be reading for All Saints
Sunday:
“…with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is
the immeasurable greatness of his
(Continued on page 2)
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Territorial Land
Acknowledgement
We acknowledge that we
gather on Treaty Six territory to the North of the
Red Deer River and Treaty
Seven to the South of the
Red Deer River. We
acknowledge the many
First Nations, Metis, and
Inuit footsteps that have
marked these lands for
centuries and whose respectful stewardship have
enabled us all to enjoy the
riches of the Creator’s
blessings.
If you or a loved one is
hospitalized or wish a
visit from Pastor John,
please contact the church
office. With the fluidity of
COVID restrictions,
hospital and care home
visits may still be by invitation only. If you would
like special prayer or to
be included in the
intercessory prayers,
please speak to
Pastor John.

power for us who believe, according
to the working of his great power.
God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly places, far above every
name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the age to come. And
he has put all things under his feet
and has made him the head over all
things for the church, which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.” (Eph. 1:18-23)
No matter what on earth changes,
no matter who sits in seats of power

over places and people, Paul writes
that the unchangeable reality of
God’s kingdom is the sure thing that
Christ has accomplished through the
cross and the resurrection. At the
end of each church year we celebrate Christ the King Sunday and the
resurrection, that through faith, we
are already bound to because we are
bound to Christ’s own body, risen
and eternal. Thanks be to God!
Amen.
Peace again to all,
Pastor John

Pastoral Acts
October included his weekly ZOOM Bible Study, the once a month grief
group, confirmation, fun events with the Youth group, as well as home
and office counselling. Pastor also is one of the RCMP chaplains.

Lectionary Readings— November 2022
November 6
All Saints Day
Pentecost 22

Job 19:2327a

November 13 Malachi
Pentecost 23 4:1-2a
November 20 Jer 23:1-6
Christ the
King
November 27 Isaiah 2:1-5
1 Advent

Psalm 17:1-9

2 Thess 2:1-5,
13-17

Luke
20:27-38

Psalm 98

2 Thess 3:6-13 Luke 21:5
-19

Psalm 46

Colossians
1:11-20

Psalm 122

Rom 13:11-14 Matthew
24:36-44

Luke
23:33-43

A Word From
Bishop Larry

many years ago, “The Great Emergence.” One can only guess whether
or not it is tribal form, an individualistic form, a social form, a combination
Dear Beloved of God - I
of all of them, or something else enhave been thinking a lot
tirely. But what we can say is that
about the church lately. I
Protestantism in all its denominationknow that many others
in our post-pandemic world are also al forms is losing influence and is giving way to alternative forms of Christhinking about the church.
A major shift is taking place. A ma- tian expression.
Of course, the world-wide pandemjor shift institutionally which will reshape us, re-form us, and re-make us ic has greatly influenced and moved
this shift forward, but it is a shift
in ways as yet not imagined or fully
which had already begun.
known.
The ministry and ministry, our
calling as baptized children in the
body of Christ, has not changed.
We are yet called “…to do justice
and to love kindness and to walk
humbly with God” (Micah 6:8). But
make no mistake we are in the
midst of what is a seismic shift.
Authors such as Phyllis Tickle
(“The Great Emergence”) have
written that every 500 years, the
church goes through a rummage
sale, and cleans out the old forms
of spirituality and replaces it with
new ones. This does not mean that
previous forms become obsolete or
invalid. It simply means they lose
pride of place as the dominant form
of Christianity. Constantine in the
late 4th century, early 5th, the Great
Schism of the 11th century, the
Reformation in the 16th century,
Postmodern era in the 21st century
now shaped by a global pandemic
have all been points of reference for
these changes. This rummage sale is
not only about the church, but
about political systems, financial
institutions, education, and the list
goes on.
What is emerging is a new form of
Christianity, what Tickle named

Relationships and
accompaniment are at
the heart of our
approach to global
ministry. Might this
also be at the heart of
our ministry … ?
As I think about church I’ve been
wondering if our ELCIC global mission
accompaniment model might be a
guide for us as we journey forward
together as the ELCIC, its synods, congregations, specialized ministries,
synodically recognized ministries, and
as full communion, ecumenical, interfaith, and global partners such as The
Lutheran World Federation.
Our ELCIC global mission accompaniment model is one of walking together in solidarity, side by side, practicing interdependence and mutuality, in service to God’s mission. The
values of the accompaniment model
are interconnected, and include mutuality, inclusivity, vulnerability, empowerment and sustainability.
The core purpose of these relation-

ships, this accompaniment, is
God’s mission.
Might we consider journeying
forward together as the ELCIC, in
whatever institutional structure we
are being transformed and lead
into, including with local and global
partners, as a church immersed
and leaning into walking together
in solidarity, side by side, in service
to God’s mission?
An accompaniment model of:
• Mutuality: All/each of us
(national/synod, synods/
congregations, corporately/
personally, etc.) have gifts to
support God’s mission. There is
no mission to, only mission
with and among.
• Inclusivity: We seek to build
relationships across boundaries
that exclude and divide.
• •Vulnerability: Just as Jesus
became vulnerable to us, we
open ourselves to others.
• Empowerment: We seek to
identify and correct imbalances
of power, which may mean
recognizing and letting go of
our own.
• Sustainability. To ensure the
longevity of ministries, we seek
to embed mission in ongoing
relationships and communities.
Relationships and accompaniment are at the heart of our approach to global ministry. Might
this also be at the heart of our ministry as the ELCIC, its synods, congregations, etc., including our ministry together with local and global
partners? In service to God’s mission?
In our posture in global ministry,
we seek to actively listen to our
(Continued on page 5)

Notes From Nadine

practises in November, and to sharing our music in the Dec. 11th morning service.
Other beautiful and celebratory
I see some 'endings' and
musical
offerings take place in No'beginnings' in November. For one
vember
and December in around
thing, Daylight Savings ends on All
Red
Deer.
Burman University's ChoSaints Sunday, November 6th. So
ral
Union
presents
'Christmas Vessome of us will be making a doublepers' at College Heights SDA Church
effort to get out and catch some
on Friday, Dec. 2nd at 7:30pm and
sunlight while it's there, in a day...
Saturday, Dec. 3rd at 4pm. These
As the hours of darkness lengthen
and their November orchestral and
up to December 21st.
Wind concerts can be accessed live
November 11th commemorates
the end of the war, with it's untold or afterwards at livestream.com/
burmanu.com
loss of human life. We remember
On December 11th, Sunday, at
with gratitude and respect those in
the armed forces who have passed 2pm, the Kiwanis Club presents their
away, as well as those serving more Choral Fest at Gaetz United Churchsuch an awesome venue - and in the
recently. Thank you, thank you,
same place that evening at 7pm the
thank you!
Red Deer Symphony Orchestra
The culmination and end of our
offers 'Nine Lessons and Carols'. And
church year comes with Christ the
King Sunday on November 20th - a there are many other performances
glorious celebration of the reign of coming up, gladly presented after
long, pandemic hindrances. God be
Christ! And on November 27th
praised!
right away we start the season of
I encourage you to enjoy our
Advent, the beginning again of the
church year - the season of waiting church camaraderie and sharing,
and the blessings of the seasons
for the Light of the World to apahead in our larger community. May
pear.
your hearts be lifted and encourThank you to those contributing
aged.
in our church Advent choir, who
God is in our midst!
help me understand more of the
Peace and joy to each of you,
beauty and importance of this
Nadine
'waiting' season. We look forward
to continuing our Sunday afternoon

Friday Night Music Gatherings
Join us November 4th & 18th, @6:30pm
for a fun time of fellowship with singing, sharing, and
playing old favourites and new. Also introducing interesting songs from our new hymnal, All Creation Sings.
All are welcome.

Your Council Members
Executive:
Chair: Annette Suominen
Vice Chair: Ron Kunz
Treasurer: Paul Erlandson
Secretary: Barbaranne
Stickelmier
Committees:
Worship
Greg Neiman
Learning
Wendy Peterson
Witness (Evangelism)
Barbaranne Stickelmier
& Heather Strong
Stewardship & Finance
Dallas Craven
Service (Social Ministry)
Glenn Elverum &
Ron Bjorge
Youth
Rev. John Lentz
Mutual Ministry
Ron Bjorge
Property Management
Ron Kunz
Financial Recording
Secretary
Glen Kneller
Please contact Annette Suominen
to learn how you can help serve
the ministries of Good Shepherd

Reflections on harvest and early-stage
internship
Intern Pastor Andrea Wilhelm
For the last council report, I wrote about the first,
early phase of internship: “Just like creation has been
offering its abundance this fall, for us to store up and
use over the coming year, so I feel that through you
God is offering me much to take in and process, hopefully for use over the year.”
What I have been doing indeed feels like harvest. I
have been gathering experiences and encounters. I
have begun to be out there with people, whether in
their homes, at a café or at events like confirmation
class. My “containers” are being filled up! (Thank you
for your openness!) And then I bring it all home and
begin to process it, by spending time with the stories
and my thoughts and emotions in response, by praying, by reflecting with Pastor John and in my journal,
by talking to my spiritual director, by remembering the
experiences when I study Scripture and read the news.
A lot of processing indeed - it takes time and energy,
but just like making jam or carrot chutney or apple
sauce, I love it. It makes me feel fulfilled and grateful
and inspired. Harvest is all that for me, in the garden/
kitchen and in the church too, it turns out!
But while I have thought of the garden harvest as the
culmination of a year of sowing, growing, tending (the
work of the plants, critters and me), I am thinking of
this internship harvest as the beginning. Because it’s
happening as the first phase of this year, from which I
will take in the coming months.
And that got me thinking about both types of harvest
in new ways. The garden harvest is actually also a be-

ginning, the start of the time of enjoying, being fed,
sharing with others. The processing is not the end, but
we eat all winter and indeed until next year’s harvest,
from those stores. And one of the things I harvest is
seeds – to be sown in the spring (or in the case of garlic, that same fall!). The seeds are not only a result but
have in them a new beginning.
The reverse is true for the early-internship harvest. I
now realize it’s not only a beginning; I remember that
it has been preceded by two years of intense study
and others tending me through prayers, practical support and teaching, plus many more years of trying to
follow Jesus together. So yes, internship is a culmination of sorts, too, and therefore cause for celebration.
More broadly, I am reconsidering the different phases of a year and of life. Perhaps they are not always
linear – beginning, middle, end. Perhaps many of them
are both beginning and end (and middle) in different
ways. It’s an interesting way to look at life: How is this
experience, this stage I am or you are in, an end, how
is it a beginning, how is it a middle? And to think that
perhaps time is not only a line but also a circle, like the
year. The church year, nature’s year, our years.
And in all we can ask: What are the gifts? What am I
being given to take in and process? What is there now
for me to take from the stores, so it sustains me and
others? What are the seeds, dry and lifeless now but
with that new life deep inside them, if only we are
patient?
As I am reflecting like this, I am filled with gratitude.
For creation, for human community, for my body and
mind and emotions, for you people of Good Shepherd
congregation, for The Good Shepherd himself who is
giving us all this and walks with us every step.

(Continued from page 3)

partners and companions, share in their joys and sorrows, support
them in their mission – as they support us in ours. Might this
stance of active listening, sharing and support, including receiving
support, be a model for our living and ministry as the ELCIC, its
synods, congregations, etc., together with our local and global
partners? Walking and working together in service to God’s mission?
I’ve been thinking about the church lately. I realize that many others are too. In Christ Jesus – Shalom, +Larry

Our GSLW annual meeting will take place Monday Nov 28 at 7 pm in the upstairs kitchen. Please plan to
attend. Two items on the agenda will be disbursement of funds to charitable organizations and a review of the
suggested donations per person for lunches.
Mark Dec 7, 7:00 pm on your calendars to come to the Ladies Christmas Party and bring a friend. It is an
evening of getting to know one another better, devotion, singing of carols, fellowship, and enjoying coffee and
goodies. Please bring a small plate of goodies to share. It is also the evening where if you had a prayer sister
you may bring a small gift for that person and also find out who had you as a prayer sister. If you want a prayer
sister for the coming year, we will have information slips to fill out and we will then choose a new prayer sister
for the coming year. Please note, being a prayer sister is totally optional and is not a requirement for coming
to the event.

Grief Support At
Good Shepherd—Wednesday, November 16th @ 7pm
Grief is more of an ongoing and long term “letting
go” than something that disappears after you’ve
done a prescribed set of stages. Grief can be complicated. Whether you have lost someone recently,
or years ago and still find you grieve their passing,
you are welcome to join with Pastor John and others from our Good Shepherd family in a Grief Support Group. It’ll begin more formally with some
learning and sharing, but will also be a time for listening to others for the purpose of supporting each
other in through the deep and sometimes confusing
feelings that come along with grief.
Everyone will find a place here.

Ladies’ Wednesday Evening
Bible Study
Next Ladies’ Bible Study is Wednesday, November
2nd at 6:30pm at the church. We are watching a
video and discussing a series on Reading Isaiah
with Luther. If you are not on the mailing list for
the handouts, please contact the office.
All ladies of Good Shepherd are welcome!
Please join us!

Want a Visit?

we are going to begin home visits
this fall. We know that the COVID
With things moving more and
case load is still present in our commore to a re-opened church, we
munities, but if both yourself and
have to be thinking about how your our pastor (or intern) are healthy
pastor can connect with you. Visits then we feel that a home visit is posare a way to get to know each oth- sible, and you can dictate whether
er, something that the pandemic
masking or distancing are necessary
and restrictions have hampered
in your home.
severely over the past 2+ years.
If you would like a visit from Pastor
As it stands this fall, your pastor
John, or Intern Andrea (or both at
(and intern now too), can enter
the same time) you are welcome to
most senior care facilities without
phone the office to set up a visit.
too much trouble. Some may still
Otherwise, the Pastor or one of our
require a quick health checklist, but office staff members (Darlene or
family need not be contacted in all
Teri) will be phoning our members
situations any more. Entering a hos- and adherents to set up a visit time
pital to visit a member of our conwhen you are available and Pastor’s
gregation will still vary depending
schedule permits. It will take some
on COVID case load and also the
time to get through the directory,
unit the person is on. If you have a
but we endeavor to get through the
family member in the hospital, it is
list nonetheless.
still important to contact the office
Also, if you feel you do not want a
and Pastor John to let us know.
visit, that’s okay too.
When it comes to visiting you
We look forward to
where you live, whether it’s in you
getting to know you
home or in a seniors’ care facility,

better.

Prayer Chain
Please pray for those in our congregation who are sick, recovering
from surgery, taking care of others, dealing with COVID, or grieving over losses.

Please pray for all congregations in
our synod and around the world
who are in the call process. Pray
for those discerning a call to ministry, that they may hear God’s call
clearly.
God of truth, raise up leaders with
integrity, honesty, and compassion. Unite our elected officials in
shared goals that benefit and
serve all people. Instill in them
hearts of justice, mercy, and
peace.
November 6 is All Saints Sunday.
We give thanks for all who have
died in the faith. Console our
mourning spirits with the promise
of eternal life in your presence. Bring us into the company
of all the saints with rejoicing.
As the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful
of the ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles
of rest and new life. Help us care
for what you have made.

Pray, in all things, for God’s
will to be done! (The prayer
that never fails!)

Worship Committee
Welcome to autumn and the
coming end of the church year. As
we look forward to Advent (always
seems to come so quickly!) we also
look back in gratitude for the warm
summer days we've had and the
excellent harvest season. Already,
a Christmas choir schedule has
been set up, and all are encouraged to join. The practice schedule
is posted on the door to Nadine's
office.
Looking at our new hymnal supplement, there are some nice new
Advent and Christmas songs that
we could work into our coming

Advent Choir
Practices—
Sunday
afternoons
@ 2-3:30pm
(excluding Nov 13)

services, so people can be familiar
with them when "the season" arrives. In planning, we would also
like to include a bit of music for
youngsters, as part of the service
from time to time. We love it when
the Sunday School can sing for us
during a service, but it would also
be really great if they were able to
sing childhood favourites with us
all together. These simple melodies
stay with us all our lives and remembering them when they just
pop into our heads at random
times can also be a form of prayer.
Suggestions are welcome, and I
don't mind introducing or repeating them when I can for Sun-

day School, so they can be sung
with all the congregation once in a
while. Please help me make a list!
Thanksgiving is truly a year-long
event. And everyone at Good
Shepherd — both for in-house and
online services — need to be grateful for the great efforts of our volunteers. It takes a lot of people
offering their time and attention
for our worship services to occur.
Thank you to all who serve at Good
Shepherd, and if anyone feels they
might be able to assist in some way
from time to time, staff and council
members would be happy for your
offer.
Submitted by Greg Neiman

another auction in 2023.
Our committee will be meeting prior to December, to
We are so pleased to report that $2769.00 was raised discuss a possible another fellowship event prior to
the new year. Possibly in conjunction with the Advent
through our October 2nd "Fun Raiser Service Auction". This all goes to "Lakeland Lutheran Church" due choir singing at the morning service on December
11th. There will be a notice in a bit with further deto their devastating fire damage. Thanks goes to so
many helping hands for this.......Peggy Freeman intro- tails.
"Thank you, dear Lord, for this caring community we
duced us to the idea, and got the ball rolling. Tom
have
at Good Shepherd Lutheran. We are truly
Marstaller and Dave Smith can quit their day jobs, and
blessed
to have each other, and in having the ability
be our auctioneers again anytime:). To the many good
and
willingness
to help others along the way."
people who offered goods or services, and to those
Respectfully
Submitted,
that bid to aid in raising the money for the
Heather Strong and Barbaranne Stickelmier.
event.....Thank you! There were so many positive
responses, that it is very possible we will be holding

Witness/Evangelism
Committee

Property Committee
Windows are installed and look
great! I was able to reinstall the
old blinds in the sanctuary, however the old blinds in the basement
and the chapel have strings
attached and cannot be reinstalled. I am hoping to replace
those blinds with updated and
safer model when they again become available. It also appears
that our total cost on the windows
is less than expected. Thanks to
each one of you who gave to the
window fund.
Rental Group rates; we are in
the process of reviewing and updating our rental/user rates.
Utilities; We had been on a
floating rate for out electrical usage. We were paying around 15
cents per kwhr, and are now
locked in at a fixed rate of 9 cents
per kwhr. If you do pay your own
utility bills, you may want to review what kind of plan you are on,
it could save you some money!
And a reminder to please not adjust the thermostats without consulting the office or Shane.
Audio/visual streaming, a couple of people have shown an interest in becoming a member of the
Stream Team, and are now training to run it. If you are interested
in learning how to operate the
sound, power point, or streaming
please let the office know.
Submitted by Ron Kunz

The Food Bank – Some
Things To Consider
*Everyone donates Kraft Dinner,
but it requires butter and milk to
be used and those can be hard to
come by. *Boxed/powdered milk is
a treasure! *Canned food can only
be used if someone has a can
opener or if the can is a pop-top.
*Cooking oil is a luxury. *Spices,
even salt & pepper would be a real
gift. * Tea bags and coffee whitener are treats. *Flour & sugar are
building blocks for many things.
*Tuna & crackers make a great
lunch. *Hamburger Helper doesn’t
go far without ground beef. *Food
banks get lots of peanut butter and
jelly, but not sandwich bread.
*Cake mix and frosting makes it
possible to make a child’s birthday
cake. *Dish soap is highly sought
after. *Feminine hygiene products
can provide a woman with dignity.

**Food Bank Sunday
is the first Sunday of
every month**

Stewardship & Finance
Committee
With Christmas fast approaching, i
thought id take the time to ask the
congregation to keep us mind during the holiday season.
We have had some challenges
this year with some big budget
items, but the congregation has
really stepped and helped us out.
Everything from the window replacement to the fun raiser for
Lakeland Lutheran has shown the
kindness and the generosity of our
congregation.
However, we would like to see
our giving for this year meet our
budget, and we need a pretty big
push in donations to do that. So id
like to take this opportunity to encourage you to remain faithful in
your support of our congregation.
Remember it is your support that
allows us to truly pursue our mission of being a community that is
centred in Christ while reaching out
to all people.
Thank you all for your support
this year.
Submitted by Dallas Craven

Sunday Mornings @
9:30
All children, aged 4 -through
5th grade, are invited to join in
singing, Bible stories, and crafts
downstairs in the Sunday School Room. In November we will be learning
abut Job’s faith, Jonah’s Fish tale and John the Baptist. As we move into
Advent, we will be starting a handbell chorus the end of November.
Youth Class, open to all those grade 6 and up, meets in the youth room.
We hang out, talk abut how our faith applies to our daily lives, and EAT
SNACKS! NO Sunday School/Youth on November 13. No Youth Class on
November 27.

Christmas Handbell Choir for Kids! No prior
experience required. Come have fun.
Come and join our handbell choir as we prepare a song to present in
worship on Dec. 18 and during our Children’s Christmas program on
Dec 24th. Practices will be at the beginning of Sunday School (9:30am sharp) on
Nov. 27, Dec. 4, Dec. 11, and Dec. 18

Learning Committee
As you can see from the bulletin and hear during announcements at church, there are many opportunities
for learning for almost everyone in our congregation.
Our church is very busy doing God's work, no
more so, than the Fun Raiser on October 2. (see pictures in this Newsletter) It was a learning and giving
opportunity for so many, as well as a truly fun event! I
hope, that as you witnessed the afternoon's events,
that you also learned something new or different
about your fellow congregants. I know that I sure did!
What a truly talented and caring community of worshipers attend Good Shepherd.
•
Confirmation – 3 second year and 1 first year
student meet twice a month with Pastor John.
•
Sunday School/Youth Class – Sunday school
(averaging 2-5 children) and youth class
(averaging 2-4 youth) continues to meet most
Sundays. We are starting a handbell chorus
starting the end of November into December. A
notice will be sent out to SS and Youth families
to try to spark more interest. No Sunday
School/Youth Class on Nov 13. No Youth Class
on November 27.
•
ZOOM Bible Studies – Taking a break the first
two Thursdays of November. Then Intern Pastor
Andrea will pick up the Zoom with possible inperson on Sunday, November 20-December 11.
Please see a separate announcement...and stay
tuned.
•
Ladies’ Bible Study continues to meet the first
Monday of each month. Currently doing a series
on the book of Isaiah.
Submitted by Wendy Peterson.

Sundays @ 7pm, Nov 20-Dec 11
As we come to the end of this church year and enter
the new one, we are invited to pause and connect to
our and God’s hopes and dreams. In worship, we encounter a density of prophetic passages. Among them
are some of my most beloved verses, for example:
“they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more” (Isa 2:4) and “The wolf shall live with the
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child
shall lead them. […] They will not hurt or destroy on
all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the
sea” (Isa 11:6.9).
In this Bible study, we will explore who the prophets
were, what prophetic speech is (and what not), and
why it touches our hearts and imaginations so deeply. We will learn to see the world with the prophets
as we yearn and prepare for Christ the King, Jesus the
Messiah.
Format: Zoom or hybrid (= some of us in person at
the church and some on zoom). Please let me know if
you are interested in coming to the church for this,
and I will work on creating a hybrid format.
The study will be interactive, with reflection, exercises, discussion, and perhaps even the occasional Advent hymn. Prophecy is an amazing resource of our
faith and I hope you will join me in exploring it!
Intern Pastor Andrea

Date

Presenter

Topic

To Register

Nov. 10

Padre Mick MacIntyre

Military Chaplaincy

https://
form.jotform.com/222405205731242

Canada Lutheran
Renewals
Canada Lutheran renewals and new
orders occur in the month of November. We have not yet received the new
costs. When received by the office, you
will be contacted by email or phone.
If you do not currently receive the Canada Lutheran and would like to have a
copy mailed to your home, please contact the office.
The church does receive a monthly
copy of the Canada Lutheran and it is
placed on the table by the chair in the
library. Please stop and have a read.
Inside there are some very interesting
articles of church activity across Canada.

Ways to Support the Ministries of Good Shepherd:
•
Pray for our Pastor, Council, and all who contribute their time and talents to make ministry
here possible.
•
Volunteer as the Spirit guides you. There are
many opportunities!
•
Placing your offering envelope in the plates at
the back of the sanctuary during worship
•
Regular mail, via Canada Post (please don’t
mail cash)
•
Send an e-transfer to gsacctg@telus.net (using
your last name and envelope number as the
password)
•
Drop it off in the church mailbox or at the
office.
•
Set up automated deposit between your financial institution and the church. Contact the
office for more information.

Quilting Group
We will be quilting at the
church, on:
Friday, November 25 & Saturday, November 26,
9:30am-3pm. (approx.)
There are various jobs for
people to do that do not
require sewing skills if you
would like to join in. Bring a bag lunch if you plan
on staying over lunch.
Once again we are in need of flat bed sheets to
use as backs for our quilts. They should be double
size and up, cotton, and in good condition. If you
can help us out with you can leave the sheets
downstairs at the church or contact Wendy Hehn.
Drop in for an hour or for the whole day. Everyone is welcome!!!

Upcoming Events:
November 11th @ 7pm
Minute-To-Win-It Game Night
Crazy games, Snacks, Fellowship, Prizes!
November 25-27th
ABT Synod Youth Gathering
At Mulhurst Bible Camp
(Grade 7 and up)
December 10th @ 7pm
Youth Christmas Party
Be watching your emails or reach out to Pastor John or
the church office for more information!

Pictorial Directory Photos
November 9th & 10th 2:30-8:30pm
(More dates to come! Watch your weekly announcements!)
It’s been almost 10 years since our last pictorial directory was done. Children have grown, we have new members, and a new pastor.
We will be working with IPC Pictorial Directories. There will be an opportunity to purchase portraits and gift
items at the time of your portrait sitting. THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO PURCHASE.
Portraits are expected to arrive in time for Christmas gifts.
There is one spot open on Thursday, November 10th at 8:30pm.
Please call the office to book an appointment or leave your name for an upcoming date.

Service Committee
The Big Sock Program has kicked off and will be running through November 20. A huge sock has been placed
near the entrance to the church. We are working to fill this pre Christmas sock with priority clothing items in
high demand at The Mustard Seed. This year, their priority items include new in package underwear and socks.
Please keep these needs in mind as we approach the Advent season.
Volunteering at Mustard Seed.—Mustard Seed continues to need volunteers to help with various activities,
mostly around food services. During covid times, we have not had group volunteers from Good Shepherd, but
have encouraged committee members and others to volunteers as they are able. If you are interested in volunteering at the Red Deer Mustard Seed, please email inforeddeer@theseed.ca Or call at 403-347-1844. Group
volunteer activities will be undertaken through Good Shepherd in the future.
Good Shepherd Christmas Foods Hamper.—We will be providing Christmas Food hampers to those whom we
know will benefit from these gifts. Stay tuned for details in the December Newsletter.
Ukrainian and Pakistan Appeal-Canadian Lutheran World Relief.—Canadian Lutheran World Relief – along
with leading Canadian aid agencies continues its appeal to raise funds for emergency assistance to the millions
of refugees who have fled Ukraine and the millions of people who are internally displaced as well as all those in
Pakistan in need. Donations maybe made directly to Canadian Lutheran World Relief by phone at 1 800 661
2597 or online at clwr.org or through mail at Canadian Lutheran World Relief, 600-177 Lombard Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3B 0W5. Donations also may be made by forwarding funds to our Church, Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd, marked for Canadian Lutheran World Relief Ukrainian Appeal or Pakistan Appeal. The funds
will be forwarded.
Red Deer Food Bank Your support of donated food items on the first Sunday of each month at Good Shepherd
is greatly appreciated by the Red Deer Food Bank. Thanks to all for donating.
The Service Committee consists of Jeanette Page, Donna Rodatz, Karen Thompson, Glenn Elverum and Ron
Bjorge. Please feel free to contact anyone of them about this committee work or how you might become involved
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Cultural Awareness

face of torment.
And continuing our look at holy
days in our neighbours’ faiths…
Something to think about—For
the last half-century at least, there
has been a long-held debate on the
validity of saying “Happy Holidays”
as a greeting during the festive time
of year.
As we approach Advent and
Christmas, it would be good to remember that between November
1st and January 15th, there are
approximately twenty-nine holy
days or faith based festivals observed by seven of the world’s major religions.
When someone says “Happy Holidays” to you, before taking umbrage, take a moment to consider
where they are coming from. Do
they celebrate the same winter
holidays as you? Do they know
what you celebrate? Do you know
what they celebrate?
We are called to love our neighbours, and a simple holiday
greeting given and received with a
smile can go a long way.

Bits & Pieces From The Church Office
Contact Information…..Have you moved? Cancelled your landline?
Got a new cell phone number or changed your email address? Let us know so
we can update our records. Thank you!

Important dates: The office will be closed on November 11th for Remembrance Day. Newsletter and calendar items are due November 21st.
Offering Envelopes: Please ensure that your personal offering number and
name are printed clearly on the outside of your offering envelope.
Where to find Good Shepherd online:
Website: https://www.goodshepherdlutheranrd.ca/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/277991775631450/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJBg3reFTupyzn5oS-kCgow
Alberta Synod Website: https://albertasynod.ca/

Important Facility Reminders!!
Please remove any wet or soiled shoes before heading downstairs. De-icer and
salt are hard on the flooring! Please use the mats and racks provided.
The front door is to be kept closed and locked at all times other than Sunday
mornings. This is an important security measure. Please do not prop the door
open.
Please do not adjust the thermostats without consulting Shane or the office.

Vulnerable People
Checks
As a faith community, and as a part
of the larger community around us,
we have an obligation to protect
the most vulnerable. To that end,
any person who volunteers in a
position at Good Shepherd that
puts them in contact with our children, our senior citizens, and other
vulnerable persons is asked to
please have a current police check
on file with the office. Police checks
are valid for three years. Please
contact the office for further direction on how to get this paperwork
submitted.

More Volunteer
Opportunities at
Good Shepherd

Some of our members
need help getting ready
for the winter months.
If you are willing to
help, please leave your
name with the office.
Be watching for news
about Good Shepherd’s
seasonal ministries…
Red Deer Christmas
Bureau,
Christmas Hampers,
and more.
And a heartfelt
“thank you”
to all who help make
the many and varied
ministries of
Good Shepherd
possible!
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Does she really need another sweater? Does he
really want another coffee mug? Looking for
something more meaningful?
As the Christmas holiday gift giving season approaches, you may want to consider giving something that can have a truly life-changing impact.
CLWR will soon be releasing their annual Gifts from
the Heart catalogue, filled with all kinds of gift giving options that can help others around the world.
Gifts are available in a wide variety of price points
and there are several options that are eligible for
matching funds from the Canadian government.
Purchase clean drinking water for a community, a
flock of chickens for a family, seeds for a garden,
or provide emergency food supplies or health care
for women in refugee camps and impoverished
areas.
For more information, head to www.clwr.org and
click on the link to their ’gift catalog’ (red link).

Coloring Page from Canadian Lutheran World Relief, “Gifts from the Heart.”

Financial Update September 30, 2022
As at September 30th our bank balance is $51,915.84 and also hold $24,923.49 in savings. We continue to run
a large operational deficit which grew substantially in September. Traditionally we have had increased giving
toward the end of the year but it will take a large number to balance this year’s statement. We ask you to
consider how you can support the church financially as you keep it in your prayers.
Income
Facility Rental
Designated Offerings
Envelope
Loose & miscellaneous
TOTAL

3,385
22,250
134,075
575

$ 161,942

Expenses
Learning
Mutual Ministry
Service
Witness and Evangelism
Property
Stewardship and Finance
Benevolence
Designated
Office
Insurance
Worship
TOTAL
Income less Expense

1,318
116,533
1,775
334
27,501
14,400
22,991
4,809
8,816
2,098
$ 201,357
$ - 39,415

RESPONDING TO THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE
WITH THE LIVING EMBODIED CHRIST AND THE EMBODIED CHURCH
A 6-Week Study & Conversation
Thursdays, 9am - 10:15am October 20 - November 24
See website for registration information.

Upcoming Events
Nov 4-6—Fall Women’s Retreat
Dec 2-4—SHIFT Retreat
Jan 20-22—Lutheran Student Movement (Campus Ministry)
Feb 3-5—Men’s Retreat
Feb 17-20—Family Day Getaway
March 10-12—Youth Retreat

Online Bible studies are offered on
Thursdays @ 9am and 7pm
Our local camp offers lots of great programming
for all ages, online and in-person, year round!
For more information on their events and programs head to their website.
www.kuriakos.ab.ca

