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about having what is given by God in 
the first place. The greatest of the gifts 
is life itself. For Lazarus though, he 
didn’t have much of a life how could 
he possibly feel thankful? Yet, it ap-
pears that he still has much more in 
the end than the rich man with all his 
wealth, could hope for.  
   I’m reminded of St. Paul writing to 
the Colossians from prison, and from 
his cell writes words of encourage-
ment to a people feeling some of the 
sting of persecution, “Devote your-
selves to prayer, keeping alert in it 
with thanksgiving.” (Colossians 4:2) In 
prison, Paul has nothing but a faith 
that sees beyond his present circum-
stance. He prays with thanksgiving, 
not for the suffering, but for that fact 
that his suffering connects him with 
the suffering of Christ. He prays with 
thanksgiving for the Colossians, not 
because they can or do help to release 
him from his earthly chains, but be-

(Continued on page 2) 

A Caring Community Anchored in Christ,  
Reaching Out To All People 

From Pastor 
John’s Desk 

revjohn.goodshep@telus.net 

Greetings in the name of Christ our 
Lord. 
   At the time of writing this article, we 
would have been approaching the 16th 
Sunday After Pentecost (September 25) 
and I have been thinking on the lessons 
of that upcoming Sunday. In particular, 
the Luke 16:19-31 reading: Jesus’ para-
ble about the rich man and poor Laza-
rus. In thinking about the month of 
October, I can easily see a Thanksgiving 
theme threading its way through this 
parable. 
   Thanksgiving is the opposite of the 
rich man’s earthly attitude. In fact, one 
could surmise that it is the antidote to 
the rich man’s greed. Thanksgiving, 
real and honest thanksgiving, isn’t 
about how much we have or about 
how much more we can have, but 



  

  cause they are his sisters and broth-
ers and he loves them.  
   Thankfulness in Christ becomes 
more than just a philosophy, but a 
lifestyle, a way of seeing God’s gifts 
all over the place. So…  
   Thank God for family, friends, fel-
low church members… 
   Thank God for the good things done 
by God’s people to help the “poor 
Lazaruses” of the world… 
   Thank God for gifts of food, shelter, 
clothes, health and health care, 
education, indeed all the “extras” 
of a peaceful, prosperous, free 
country in which to live… 
   Thank God for the great gift of 
Christ himself, who brings the 
new promise of new life in the 
kingdom of heaven… 
   Thank God for life and love…
who gives God’s self so complete-
ly in Christ… 
   Thank God. 
   God has given, and in Christ will 
give again…and again…and again. 
In October as harvest draws to a 
close, let us ever be thankful to 
God who has given us all. Amen. 

Territorial Land  

Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that we 
gather on Treaty Six terri-
tory to the North of the 
Red Deer River and Treaty 
Seven to the South of the 
Red Deer River. We 
acknowledge the many 
First Nations, Metis, and 
Inuit footsteps that have 
marked these lands for 
centuries and whose re-
spectful stewardship have 
enabled us all to enjoy the 
riches of the Creator’s 
blessings.  

If you or a loved one is 

hospitalized or wish a  

visit from Pastor John, 

please contact the church 

office. With the fluidity of 

COVID restrictions,  

hospital and care home 

visits may still be by invi-

tation only. If you would 

like special prayer or to 

be included in the  

intercessory prayers, 

please speak to  

Pastor John. 

Pastoral Acts 
In September, Pastor John pre-

sided over the installation of 
Intern Pastor Andrea Wilhelm, 
the installation of the Sunday 

School Staff, and led a commun-
ion service at Camp Kuriakos 

Clergy Appreciation Day! 
You might be surprized to know that 
Sunday October 9 is Pastor Apprecia-
tion Day! We are grateful to have Pastor 
John and now Intern Pastor Andrea 
amongst us, and here is an extra oppor-
tunity to let them know how much they 
are appreciated.  Also, throughout the 
year, remember to pray for our Pastors 
and consider ways in which we can show 
our appreciation and support.  
Ron Bjorge—Mutual Ministry Committee  



 

 

A Word From  
Bishop Larry 
Dear Beloved of God -   
Frederick Buechner was 
arguably the foremost 
spiritual writer of his 
generation. An American writer, nov-
elist, poet, autobiographer, essayist, 
preacher, and theologian, his writing 
career spanned over six decades, 
during which time he wrote thirty-
nine published books, now translated 
into twenty-seven languages.   
   He died peacefully at the age of 
96 (July 11, 1926-August 15, 2022), 
having become a master of four 
distinct genres: novel, sermon, 
popular theology, and memoir.   
   I was introduced to Buechner in 
my early 20s during my college 
days and his words have been a 
constant source of reflection and 
wonder as I prepared for and en-
tered pastoral ministry. Over the 
years his writings became my jour-
naling partner, mentoring and 
forming me as a pastor, as I added 
one Buechner quote after another 
to my personal journal and reflected 
on their meaning for my life and 
calling. I have often returned to 
these journal writings, some written 
nearly 40 years ago. Each time I 
have been filled with gratitude for 
the clarity of Buechner’s writing, his 
wisdom, and the personal and pas-
toral formation I experienced.   
   I believe that some of Buechner’s 
best writing is found in his memoirs. 
They are unflinchingly honest, par-
ticularly in his accounts of the pain-
ful aspects of his life, but they are 
never without hope. Buechner never 
stopped searching his own life for 
clues to the presence of God. This 

ABC, 1973).     
   They spoke to the significance of 
each moment, of daily living, and 
of relationships and community: 
"The life I touch for good or ill will 
touch another life, and in turn an-
other, until who knows where the 
trembling stops or in what far 
place my touch will be felt. Our 
lives are linked together.” (The 
Hungering Dark, 1968)  
   They made me laugh hysterically 
and poignantly affirmed me: 
“Whether your faith is that there is 
a God or that there is not a God, if 
you don't have any doubts, you are 
either kidding yourself or asleep. 
Doubts are the ants in the pants of 
faith. They keep it awake and mov-
ing.” (Wishful Thinking: A Theologi-
cal ABC, 1973)  
   "Pay attention to the things that 
bring a tear to your eye or a lump 
in your throat because they are 
signs that the holy is drawing 
near." (source unknown) His words 
continually invite me to pay atten-
tion, to listen to my life, and there 
to see grace, and there to see the 
holy.  
   I am grateful to God for Frederick 
Buechner, for his creative, poign-
ant, and inspiring writings which 
continue to profoundly touch my 
life and the lives of so many oth-
ers.    
In Christ Jesus, Shalom, +Larry  

quest became one of his overarching 
themes: “Listen to your life. See it for 
the fathomless mystery that it is. In 
the boredom and pain of it no less 
than in the excitement and gladness: 
touch, taste, smell your way to the 
holy and hidden heart of it because in 
the last analysis all moments are key 
moments and life itself is grace.”   
(Now and Then, 1983)   
    Buechner’s writing inspired me, 
time and time again, to listen to my 
life, and there to see grace. They 
called me again and again to consider 

my baptismal vocation and profound-
ly shaped who I am and who I seek to 
be.    
   They became a source in discern-
ment and decision-making through-
out my life: “The place God calls you 
to is the place where your deep glad-
ness and the world’s deep hunger 
meet.” (Wishful Thinking: A Theologi-
cal ABC, 1973).   
   They deeply impacted my preaching 
and writing and guided my pastoral 
heart: “A Christian is one who points 
at Christ and says, ‘I can’t prove a 
thing, but there’s something about 
his eyes and his voice. There’s some-
thing about the way he carries his 
head, his hands, the way he carries 
his cross – the way he carries 
me.’” (Wishful Thinking: A Theological 

His words continually 
invite me to pay 

attention, to listen to 
my life, and there to 

see grace, and there to 
see the holy. 



  

 

Your Council Members 
Executive: 

 Chair: Annette Suominen 

 Vice Chair: Ron Kunz 

 Treasurer: Paul Erlandson 

 Secretary: Barbaranne  

   Stickelmier 
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 Worship 

  Greg Neiman 

 Learning 

  Wendy Peterson 

 Witness (Evangelism) 

          Barbaranne Stickelmier 

          & Heathery Strong 

 Stewardship & Finance 
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 Youth 
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 Secretary 
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Please contact Annette Suominen 
to learn how you can help serve 
the ministries of Good Shepherd 

 

 Dear Friends,    
   We celebrate the God of all time 
and space, and all eternity. How 
wonderful that our late Sovereign, 
Queen Elizabeth II, made a point of 
dedicating her life and reign early to 
serving the Living God in whatever 
she would be called to do—and to 
being a servant of the people. She 
relied on Jesus Christ to lead and 
guide her by the Holy Spirit, and in 
recent weeks we have witnessed the 
huge ripple effects of her com-
mitement and deication through a 
long, fruitful, and challenging life. 
Even her funeral service at Westmin-
ster Abbey was a call through Arch-
bishop Welby’s words to the hun-
dreds of world leaders gathered 
there, to live a life of service and 
trust in Jesus Christ, following our 
Lord’s example, as Elizabeth had 
committed to do. 
   However prominent or ‘obscure’ 
our lives, it is God’s glorious call to 
each of us. 
   This month we hear in the Scrip-
tures about both prominent and 

obscure figures (some of them out-
casts and lepers!), touched by God’s 
amazing grace. And in Martin Lu-
ther’s case on Reformation Sunday, 
an obscure German priest who came 
to be quite prominent! God shows 
no favouritism.  
   Whoever we are, we can humbly 
worship God in spirit and in truth—
and it matters, and it makes a differ-
ence! 
   For those of you who are interest-
ed in making a joyful noise in our 
Advent choir—entailing about 7 re-
hearsals at times TBA, starting after 
Thanksgiving—please let me know if 
you haven’t already. About 20 have 
indicated their interest so far, which 
is awesome! 
   Our Gatherings for new music, and 
music of your choice, continue on 
the first and third Fridays of the 
month at 6:30pm in the sanctuary. 
Come join us in singing, laughter, 
playing instruments, and worship.  
   Thanks be to God 
for each of you! May 
you experience His 
very real Presence 

Notes From Nadine 

Friday Night  

Music Gatherings 
Join us September 16th & 

30th, @6:30pm 

for a fun time of fellow-
ship with singing, sharing, 
and playing old favourites 
and new. Also introducing 
interesting songs from our 
new hymnal, All Creation 

Sings. 

Advent Choir 

Interested in singing some four-

part harmonies for Advent?  

Nadine is setting up a choir to sing 

during an Advent service.  

Practices will begin after  

Thanksgiving.  

Please speak to Nadine for more 

information. 



 

 

A big THANK YOU 

Dear people of Good Shepherd! 
   It's now a full month that I have been in my little apartment in Highland Green. I still have some pictures to 
hang, and **hopefully** by the time you read this I will have internet, too, but I already feel very much at 
home and comfortable. I enjoy sitting on the sofa or at the dining table - all donated by you. I use the toaster 
every morning and the lamps and blow dryer regularly. The clothes rack has clothes hanging from it, the shelf 
is filling with books. I have made muffins wit ih the muffin sheet. And so on. These items are tangible remind-
ers of your welcome and support. So - thank you very much! 
   I have also felt very welcome on Sundays and on other occasions that I have begun to meet you. (I will keep 
asking for your names for a while yet…) My installation on September 11 felt very special - we committed to 
each other before God for the year - and I survived my first sermon on September 18. Speaking of sermons, 
thank you for feedback, verbal or (even better) by using the written sermon feedback forms, which sit in the 
inbox on Pastor John's office door. Pr John and I will look at those, to help me hone my preaching. Also, please 
let me or the lay committee members (for now, Donna and Al Rodatz) know how my presence and what I do is 
impacting you. Again, this will help my formation into a pastor. 
   Thank you for all your support. You are serving not only me, but the church and indeed God, by walking 
through this internship with me. Bless you! 
Intern Pastor Andrea 

The New Intern 
Interns are students. They will be given responsibility 
in all areas of pastoral functioning but are not yet 
pastors. They will experiment, stumble, learn and 
grow. Your patience, support and constructive feed-
back are needed to help them develop as pastors. The 
Lay Internship Committee and the pastor will give you 
ideas as to how to do this. 
   Remember that the new intern is not a copy of any-
one else and is not expected to function or respond in 
the same way as any previous intern you may have 
known.  
   Your intern is coming to a new situation and this 
may require some time for adjustment. In addition to 
becoming oriented to the ministry, they may be 
settling in to new housing, developing friendships, 
orienting members to their new situation and getting 
to know the area. Your patience and support are 
much appreciated! 
   Coming to a new learning site means meeting many 
new people. It will help if you repeat your name to 
the student over several months.  
   Do not hesitate to invite the intern to be involved in 
aspects of the life and ministry of Good Shepherd. 
The intern will consult with the pastor before taking 
on significant new responsibilities. The intern also has 

the same freedom to turn down such invitations as 
has the pastor. It is not fair to expect the intern to do 
everything anyone suggests. 
   One of the things an intern is learning is how to bal-
ance their personal and professional lives and to solic-
it care for themselves while they are caring for others. 
While fully engaging in ministry with you, they will be 
trying to set appropriate boundaries around their 
time and availability. 
   The intern is learning how to be and bring Good 
News to your community. To do that they need to 
understand you. You can help by talking about the 
culture and history of your church and community, 
sharing your own faith experiences and by sharing 
opportunities you see for ministry in your community. 
It will help greatly if you provide them with lists of 
institutions, agencies and services available to people 
who are working in the community.  
   If you have difficulties with a person or program 
during the internship, including the pastor, the first 
place to bring your concerns is to that person or pro-
gram. The intern will be fully aware of what is hap-
pening in Good Shepherd but should not be recruited 
to one side or another when there are struggles.  
   Your hospitality and prayers for the intern are deep-
ly appreciated. The ELCIC and the seminary are grate-
ful for your essential part in preparing pastors! 



  

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Women 
   A huge thank you to everyone who helped with 
setting up, making lunch , serving lunch and 
coffee and cleaning up for the Congregational Life 
Event that was held at our church on September 
10. 
   Also, a huge thank you for everyone who or-
dered boxes of apples and pears for our fundrais-
er so we can donate to various charities.  Enjoy 
the delicious apples and pears from Davison Or-
chards.   

Eternity for Today    
Present Subscribers  I have noted your renewals 
with thanks.                                                                            
New Subscribers   I have received some new or-
ders with thanks. There is still time to order.                                                                         
Email me (Jeanette) thepages@telusplanet.net or 
call 403-782-3205   

Deadline to order is Sunday, October 9, 2022.  

mailto:thepages@telusplanet.net


 

 

Lectionary Readings—  October 2022 

Prayer Chain 
Please pray for those in our con-
gregation who are sick, recover-
ing from surgery, taking care of 
others, dealing with COVID, or 
grieving over losses.  
 

Pray for our Intern Pastor An-
drea, all other pastoral interns, 
those in seminary, and those who 
are in the process of discerning a 
call to ministry. 
 

Pray for Pastor John, and all cler-
gy, for health, wisdom, and 
strength to follow their call into 
ministry.  Pray that they may find 
fulfillment, balance, and joy in 
their ministries. 
 

October is Pregnancy and Infant 
Loss Awareness month. Pray for 
those who have suffered miscar-
riages, whose babies were still-
born, and those who have lost 
their little ones far too soon. 
 

Pray for those afflicted with 
breast cancer… for the newly 
diagnosed, that they may find 
hope and a clear path… for those 
in treatment, that they may feel 
God’s strength holding them… for 
the medical teams and caregivers 
providing care and support, that 
they may share their expertise 
and strength. 
 

Pray, in all things, for God’s 
will to be done! (The prayer 

that never fails!) 

Want a Visit? 
   With things moving more and 
more to a re-opened church, we 
have to be thinking about how your 
pastor can connect with you. Visits 
are a way to get to know each oth-
er, something that the pandemic 
and restrictions have hampered 
severely over the past 2+ years. 
   As it stands this fall, your pastor 
(and intern now too), can enter 
most senior care facilities without 
too much trouble. Some may still 
require a quick health checklist, but 
family need not be contacted in all 
situations any more. Entering a hos-
pital to visit a member of our con-
gregation will still vary depending 
on COVID case load and also the 
unit the person is on. If you have a 
family member in the hospital, it is 
still important to contact the office 
and Pastor John to let us know. 
   When it comes to visiting you 
where you live, whether it’s in you 
home or in a seniors’ care facility, 

we are going to begin home visits 
this fall. We know that the COVID 
case load is still present in our com-
munities, but if both yourself and 
our pastor (or intern) are healthy 
then we feel that a home visit is pos-
sible, and you can dictate whether 
masking or distancing are necessary 
in your home. 
   If you would like a visit from Pastor 
John, or Intern Andrea (or both at 
the same time) you are welcome to 
phone the office to set up a visit. 
Otherwise, the Pastor or one of our 
office staff members (Darlene or 
Teri) will be phoning our members 
and adherents to set up a visit time 
when you are available and Pastor’s 
schedule permits. It will take some 
time to get through the directory, 
but we endeavor to get through the 
list nonetheless. 
   Also, if you feel you do not want a 
visit, that’s okay too.  

We look forward to  
visiting with you. 

October 2 
Pentecost 17 

Hab. 1:1-4; 

2:1-4 
Psalm 37:1-9 2 Tim 1:1-14 Luke 17:5-10 

October 9 
Pentecost 18 

2 Kings 5:1-

3, 7-15c 
Psalm 111 2 Tim 2:8-15 Luke 17:11-19 

October 16 
Pentecost 19 

Gen 32:22-

31 
Psalm 121 

2 Tim 3:14-

4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 

October 23 
Pentecost 20 

Jer 14:7-10, 

19-22 
Psalm 84:1-7 

2 Tim 4:6-8, 

16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 

October 30 
Reformation 

Jer 31:31-34 Psalm 46 Rom 3:19-28 John 8:31-36 



  

 

Worship Committee 
   Summer ends like someone 
flipped a switch in the sky. We set 
aside thoughts of afternoons by a 
lake or at a cottage, and restart 
what our "normal" live looks like, 
while bringing out our warmer 
clothes. 
   Our church year traditionally be-
gins in December at the start of the 
Advent season, but for most fami-
lies, the start of autumn and the 
return to school signal it's New 
Year's for family life. There has 
begun an idea in worship circles 
that the worship schedule for our 
congregations should find an open-
ing point at the beginning of au-
tumn as well. At the recent Life 
event hosted at Good Shepherd, 
representatives from across the 
province gathered here for intro-
duction to new music in the All 
Creations Sings hymnal supple-
ment, and for informational talks 
on how congregations will move 
forward in their worship lives in 
this on-line era. 
   One message shared at a session 

on our worship lectionary was that 
we're not our parents' church any-
more. A show of hands was actual-
ly requested for congregations that 
still have an active Sunday School, 
for instance. This would have been 
an unheard question a generation 
ago. But it is a fact of Christian life 
today that fewer and fewer church 
members have a good understand-
ing of the narrative arc of the Bible 
from the Creation Story all the way 
through to the New Creation in the 
Kingdom of God. With all the fasci-
nating Bible stories in between 
that still resonate and contain les-
sons for us today. 
   So a new type of worship lection-
ary is being proposed that would 
be based on the narrative arc of 
the Bible, beginning at Family New 
Year's — that is, in September. A 
three-year cycle of readings for 
Sunday worship would begin in 
September with Creation, moving 
through some of the many Old 
Testament stories leading to the 
birth of Jesus in time for Christmas. 
In January the lectionary follows 
Jesus' ministry through to his res-

urrection at Easter and the begin-
nings of the Christian church fol-
lowing that, until the end of the 
school year. Summer is "free time" 
for Scripture readings in the wor-
ship service, in a lectionary that 
puts a lot of focus on individual 
churches' worship planners to cre-
ate worship opportunities depend-
ing on local needs and interests. 
   Representatives at the Life event 
shared their experiences using the 
Narrative Lectionary, one switching 
back to the traditional cycle, and 
then switching back again. The goal 
is to make Christ understood in 
worship, in a time when Sunday 
Schools and individual Bible study 
don't seem to fill the needs of all.  
   How does summer turn in to fall 
so suddenly? More, when did we 
realize we're not the post-war 
church anymore, and perhaps we 
need to make our worship experi-
ence better fill the needs of people 
we want to help bring closer to 
Christ? 
Submitted by Greg Neiman 



 

 

Grief Support At  
Good Shepherd—Wednesday, 

October 19th @ 7pm 
Grief is more of an ongoing and long term 
“letting go” than something that disappears 
after you’ve done a prescribed set of stages. 
Grief can be complicated. Whether you have 
lost someone recently, or years ago and still 
find you grieve their passing, you are wel-
come to join with Pastor John and others 
from our Good Shepherd family in a Grief 
Support Group. It’ll begin more formally 
with some learning and sharing, but will also 
be a time for listening to others for the pur-
pose of supporting each other in through 
the deep and sometimes confusing feelings 
that come along with grief. Everyone will 
find a place here. 



  

 

Witness/Evangelism  
Committee 

   September had us participating 
in two fellowship events.  We wel-
comed our Intern Pastor, Andrea 
Wilhelm with cake during our 
coffee time on September 
11th.  Please continue to introduce 
yourselves to her, so she can get to 
know each of us just a bit better. 
   Rally Sunday on September 
18th,  brought us together with a 
BBQ following the service.  The 
turnout was very heartwarming, 
and donations toward "Campus 
Ministry" totalled $104.00 from 
this event.  So nice to be together 
again to share fellowship, and 
food!, of course:).  A huge thank 
you to all who set up and took 
down, and our BBQ chef "Bill 
Hehn".  Also to each committee for 
taking the time and effort to set up 
their information tables.  Volun-
teering on a church committee is a 
great way to connect with others. 
   Sunday, October 2 will be 
our "Fun Raiser Service Auc-
tion" event after the church ser-
vice, downstairs.  Plan on staying, 
and enjoy sandwiches and squares, 

while you bid on a service, an ac-
tivity, or home made goodies that 
will enrich your life!  Not only will 
you benefit, but all proceeds will 
be going to Lakeland Lutheran 
Church to help after their devas-
tating fire. 
Have a look at the display board in 
the narthex, and feel free to leave 
a sticky note with something you 
yourself could offer.  We all have 
something to give to put a smile on 
another's face.  A HUGE THANK 
YOU to Peggy Freeman for spear 
heading this awesome event!!!! 
See you all there:)! 
   Our committee is continually 
looking for ways to bring us to-
gether....once again. Please hold us 
in your prayers, and feel free to 
offer ideas of your own.  
 

Blessings to you all 
    
Heather Strong and Barbaranne 
Stickelmier.  

Property Committee 
There is not much new to report 
other than the windows should be 
coming in October, and if you are  
able to contribute over and above 
your usual giving that would be 
great! 
 
Submitted by Ron Kunz 

Stewardship & Finance 
Committee 

   A good steward reflects several 
qualities that should be reflected in 
the life of a Christian.  

• Generosity of Spirit.  

• Wisdom.  

• Trustworthiness.  

• Respect.  

• Shrewdness.  

• Trusting in God’s purpose.  

   Doesn’t that sound like the way 
wall Christians should live? 

   Good stewardship is a way of life 
that is God-honouring, faithful, a 
way of life that show care for our 
family, our friends our neighbours, 
our earth.  

   Let us always consider how we 
reflect our faith in how we cheer-
fully use our time and our re-
sources.  

   “Like good stewards of the mani-
fold grace of God, serve one an-
other with whatever gift each of 
you has received.“ 1 Peter 4:10 

 

Submitted by Dallas Craven  

Ways to Support the Ministries of Good Shepherd: 

• Pray for our Pastor, Council, and all who contribute their time and 
talents to make ministry here possible. 

• Volunteer as the Spirit guides you. There are many opportunities! 

• Placing your offering envelope in the plates at the back of the 
sanctuary during worship 

• Regular mail, via Canada Post (please don’t mail cash) 

• Send an e-transfer to gsacctg@telus.net (using your last name 
and envelope number as the password) 

• Drop it off in the church mailbox or at the office. 

• Set up automated deposit between your financial institution and 
the church. Contact the office for more information.  



 

 

Learning Committee 

Congregational Life Event—"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord...." And we did! So began the synod event at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran on Saturday, September 10, 2022. We were led in song from the new supplementary 
hymnal, All Creation Sings, by Pastor Kristian Wold, a former congregant of Good Shepherd. There were 2 con-
current sessions in the morning and afternoon, which bookended a delicious lunch prepared by some of the 
church ladies. I heard that the desserts were exceptionally delicious! We ended the day with some interesting 
stats on rostered and lay leaders presented by Bishop Larry during 'a sweet time with Bishop Larry'. After cele-
brating Holy Communion, we said goodbye to new and old friends. A huge thank you to our church for hosting 
the event, to the ladies for serving coffee and lunch, to Nadine and 'The Three Amigos' for their contributions to 
the music, to Linda N. for setting up communion, to the technical support people, to the members of Good 
Shepherd for their attendance, and to anyone whom I have forgotten. It truly was a wonderful day of singing 
and learning, utilizing the talents of our synod. 
Confirmation— 3 second year students and 1 first year student have begun their “Luther Year” with Pastor 
John. Confirmation meets twice a month, on Wednesday evenings.  
Sunday School & Youth Class—Off and running for another year. Please consider being a helper in the class-
room.   Submitted by Wendy Peterson.  

The Gospel of John: Jesus Is… 
 

This study will be a six-session look at the “different” gospel, and will try to answer the question of 
what this different gospel has to offer our 21st century Christianity. Every Thursday at 7pm.  
 

An email will be sent out a day or two prior to each session with the ZOOM link and a discussion 
guide to get you thinking. All are welcome to join in, even if you can’t attend all 6 sessions.  

Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 

All children, aged 4 -through 5th grade, are invited 
to join in singing, Bible stories, and crafts down-
stairs in the Sunday School Room. In October we’ll 
be learning about Daniel in the Lion’s Den, The 
Fiery Furnace, and Queen Esther. 
 

Youth Class, open to all those grade 6 and up, 
meets in the youth room. We hang out, talk abut 
how our faith applies to our daily lives, and EAT 
SNACKS! 

Ladies’ Wednesday Evening  
Bible Study 

 
The Ladies’ Bible Study will continue on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm at the 
church. While we have discussed an afternoon ses-
sion and returning to meeting in people’s homes, 
the vote was to continue as we are right now. 
All ladies of Good Shepherd are welcome! Please 

join us! 



  

 

Date Presenter Topic To Register 

Sept. 8 
Rev. George Koopmans & 

Rev. Margaret Propp 
Voices from Campus Min-

istry 
  

Watch it here 

Oct. 13 Deacon Sherry Coman Lutherans Connect 
https://
form.jotform.com/222404659575260 

Nov. 10 Padre Mick MacIntyre Military Chaplaincy 
https://
form.jotform.com/222405205731242 

ELCIC National Church Convention—July 15-16, 2022  
   The theme of the convention was “Let There Be Greening”, based on the biblical reference found in Revela-
tion 22:1-2. Chaired by Bishop Susan Johnson, the Conference delegate (lay and rostered) participated via 
ZOOM. Each delegate had both speaking and voting privileges. 
   The convention was primarily a business convention. Reports were received and given from the National 
Bishop, the National Church Council, and the Treasurer. Elections were held for the National Vice-Chair and 
the National Church Council. 
   The National Church Council moved all unfinished work to 2023. This will include the work of 4 different task 
forces (addressing Ableism; Racism/White Supremacy/Racial Injustice; Homophobia/Biphobia/Transphobia; 
Carbon Neutrality). For example, Bishop Susan expressed that  “we are not here yet’ regarding the roles of 
Deacons (foresees a culture in the years ahead—a calling) and the expanded roles of the baptised (our role to 
act as baptised within the church).  
   CLAY (Canadian Lutheran-Anglican Youth) Gathering will be held August 10-13, 2023 at Wilfred Laurier Uni-
versity, Waterloo, ON. 
Submitted by Mary-Louise Merrick 

National Church Office News 
ELCIC National Bishop Elected to WCC Central Committee 

WCC 11th Assembly Elects New Central Committee 
 
National Bishop Susan Johnson was elected as one of 150 per-
sons to the WCC Central Committee at its 11th Assembly on 
September 6 during a session at its proceedings in Karlsruhe, 
Germany.  
The WCC Central Committee serves as the main decision-
making body of the WCC between assemblies.   

https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=ba0742f521&e=0176d6e2bc
https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=53628bfcdb&e=0176d6e2bc
https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=53628bfcdb&e=0176d6e2bc
https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=ccd46eda25&e=0176d6e2bc
https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=ccd46eda25&e=0176d6e2bc


 

 

 
 

Events for youth (Confirmation age and up) will be 
planned on a month to month basis, except for special 

events that need planning well in advance.  
 

Keep your calendars open for October 1st for a Canoe 
Day on the Red Deer River, ending with a campfire and 
food at the Suominen’s farm. Details will be shared as 

soon as they are available. 

Save the Date for the last weekend of  

November (25-27)! 
Something is in the works! 

Quilting Group 
We will be quilting at 
the church, on: 
Friday, October 28 & 
Saturday, October 29, 
9:30am-3pm. (approx.) 
 

There are various jobs 
for people to do that do 
not require sewing skills if you would like to join 
in.  Bring a bag lunch if you plan on staying over 
lunch.   
 

Once again we are in need of flat bed sheets to 
use as backs for our quilts. They should be double 
size and up, cotton, and in good condition. If you 
can help us out with you can leave the sheets 
downstairs at the church or contact Wendy Hehn. 
 

Drop in for an hour or for the whole day.  Every-
one is welcome!!! 

Save the Date! 

Pictorial Directory Photos 
November 9th & 10th 

 
It’s been almost 10 years since our last pictorial directory was done. Children have grown, we have new mem-

bers, and a new pastor.  
We will be working with IPC Pictorial Directories. There will be an opportunity to purchase portraits and gift 

items at the time of your portrait sitting. THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO PURCHASE.   
Portraits are expected to arrive in time for Christmas gifts.   

Be watching the bulletin and the announcements for more information about booking your portrait time and 
for more details.  



  

 

Service Committee 

Big Sock Program - will be kicking of  on October 16 and running through November 20. A huge sock will be 
placed near the entrance to the church. The idea is to fill this pre Christmas sock with priority clothing items in 
high demand at The Mustard Seed. This year, their priority items include new in package underwear and socks. 
Please keep these needs in mind as we approach the Advent season. 
Volunteering at Mustard Seed—Mustard Seed continues to need volunteers to help with various activities, 
mostly around food services. During covid times, we have not had group volunteers from Good Shepherd, but 
have encouraged committee members and others to volunteers as they are able. If you are interested in volun-
teering at the Red Deer Mustard Seed, please email inforeddeer@theseed.ca Or call at 403-347-1844. Group 
volunteer activities will be undertaken through Good Shepherd in the future. 
Ukrainian and Pakistan Appeal-Canadian Lutheran World Relief—The crisis in Ukraine goes on as well as the 
pressing needs in Pakistan following unbelievable flooding . Canadian Lutheran World Relief – along with lead-
ing Canadian aid agencies continues its appeal to raise funds and rush emergency assistance to the millions 
of refugees who have fled Ukraine and the millions of people who are internally displaced as well as all those in 
Pakistan in need. Donations maybe made directly to Canadian Lutheran World Relief by phone at 1 800 661 
2597 or online at clwr.org or through mail at Canadian Lutheran World Relief, 600-177 Lombard Avenue, Win-
nipeg, MB R3B 0W5. Donations also may be made by forwarding funds to our Church, Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd, marked for Canadian Lutheran World Relief Ukrainian Appeal or Pakistan Appeal The funds 
will be forwarded. 
Red Deer Food Bank—continues to experience heavy use during these inflationary times . Your support of do-
nated food items on the  first Sunday of each month at Good Shepherd is greatly appreciated by the Red Deer 
Food Bank. Thanks to all for donating. 
The Service Committee— consists of Jeanette Page, Donna Rodatz, Karen Thompson, Glenn Elverum and Ron 
Bjorge. Please feel free to contact anyone of them about this committee work or how you might become in-
volved. 

Luther’s Rose—What does this mean? 
“The first should be a black cross in a heart, which retains its natural color, so that I myself 
would be reminded that faith in the Crucified saves us. "For one who believes from the 
heart will be justified" (Romans 10:10). Although it is indeed a black cross, which mortifies 
and which should also cause pain, it leaves the heart in its natural colour. It does not cor-
rupt nature, that is, it does not kill but keeps alive. "The just shall live by faith" (Romans 
1:17) but by faith in the crucified. Such a heart should stand in the middle of a white rose, 

to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. In other words, it places the believer into a white, joyous rose, 
for this faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27). That is why the rose should be white 
and not red, for white is the color of the spirits and the angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). Such a rose 
should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolising that such joy in spirit and faith is a beginning of the heavenly future 
joy, which begins already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. And around this field is a golden ring, sym-
bolising that such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and has no end. Such blessedness is exquisite, beyond all 
joy and goods, just as gold is the most valuable, most precious and best metal. This is my compendium theologi-
ae [summary of theology]. I have wanted to show it to you in good friendship, hoping for your appreciation. 
May Christ, our beloved Lord, be with your spirit until the life hereafter. Amen.” (Taken from Luther’s interpre-
tation in a letter to Lazarus Spengler in 1530.)  The rose has five petals to represent the Five Solas…  by scripture 
alone, by faith alone, by grace alone, through Christ alone, and glory to God alone. 

mailto:inforeddeer@theseed.ca
http://clwr.org/
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Romans#10:10
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Romans#1:17
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Romans#1:17
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/John#14:27
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Matthew#28:3
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/John#20:12


 

 

Cultural Awareness 
National Day for 
Truth and Recon-
ciliation Friday, 
Sept. 30 
   In 2021, Sep-
tember 30 was 
declared the Na-

tional Day for Truth and Reconcilia-
tion. This day coincides with Orange 
Shirt day, a grassroots movement 
started by Indigenous groups. Cana-
dians are encouraged to wear or-
ange in support for those who have 
been affected by the Residential 
School system, directly and/or 
through intergenerational trauma. 
On September 30 all Canadians are 
asked to reflect on the impacts col-
onization has had on the Indige-
nous Peoples on whose land we 
live, work, volunteer and learn. It is 
important to remember that: with-
out an acceptance of the truth 
there can be no reconciliation.  
   Please wear orange on September 
30. If you decide to purchase an 
orange shirt, make sure it is from 
an Indigenous source.  
Thank you to the Red Deer Native 
Friendship Society for permission 
to reprint the following excerpt 
from their September 2022 news-
letter:  
“CULTURAL CONNECTIONS       
   “During the month of September, 
it is important to make sure we are 
taking care of those around us, but 
also taking care of ourselves.  This 
month can be heavy for the Indige-
nous community and because of 
this we ask that the non-Indigenous 
community is gentle and kind with 
us through this month.  
   Part of helping us through the 
month is being an ally to the com-

munity; this means uplifting our 
voices and disrupting oppressive 
spaces. A key point in uplifting us, is 
by getting us involved. If you know 
a program that is Indigenous but 
not Indigenous led, say something; 
talk to the employer of your local 
community about getting Indige-
nous folks involved or hired. This 
also means following protocol of 
the region you are in, possible hon-
orarium and crediting us for our 
knowledge and time. That also 
means doing research on your own; 
this will help you know when it is 
appropriate for us to be involved 
and building a relationship with the 
Indigenous community in your ar-
ea.  
   Being an ally means being actively 
involved in anti-oppression work, 
realizing that every person deserves 
and has a right to basic human 
rights and equal access. It also 
means not doing this work in order 
to hijack a message, because it’s a 
hot topic, or because it will obtain 
access to funding. Use the privilege 
you have to benefit those in mar-
ginalized communities, speak up 
and hold space even if you feel 
scared; these actions are an active 
act of defiance against oppression 
and hate.” 
 

And continuing our look at holy 
days in our neighbours’ faiths…  

 
Diwali—October 
24th 
   Diwali is one of 
the major festivals 
celebrated by Hin-
dus, Jains, and 
Sikhs around the 

world. It is a festival that celebrates 
the victory of light over darkness, 

good over evil, and knowledge over 
ignorance.  
   In preparation for Diwali, many 
adherents will spend time cleaning, 
renovating and decorating their 
homes with oil lamps (diyas), flow-
ers, and colourful art circles 
(rangolis).  
   During the five-day celebration of 
Diwali, people will wear their best 
clothes, light up their homes and 
businesses, and perform ceremo-
nies in honour of Lakshmi, the god-
dess of prosperity and wealth, light 
fireworks, and have family feast 
where sweets (mithai) and gifts 
may be exchanged.  
   Diwali is celebrated in the Hindu 
lunisolar month of Kartika (mid 
October-mid November). Each of 
the five days of the festival have 
different themes, and specific com-
memorations. 
   Jains and Sikhs have slightly 
different focuses during the festi-
val, compared with Hindus.  



  

 

Bits & Pieces From The Church Office 
 

Contact Information…..Have you moved?  Cancelled your landline?  

Got a new cell phone number or changed your email address?  Let us know so 
we can update our records. Thank you! 
 

Important dates:  The office will be closed on Oct 10 for Thanksgiving. News-
letter items for November are due on Oct 24th.  
 

Offering Envelopes: Please ensure that your personal offering number and 
name are printed clearly on the outside of your offering envelope.  
 

Where to find Good Shepherd online: 
Website: https://www.goodshepherdlutheranrd.ca/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/277991775631450/ 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJBg3reFTupyzn5oS-kCgow 
Alberta Synod Website: https://albertasynod.ca/ 

More Volunteer  
Opportunities at  
Good Shepherd 

 

Sunday School Helpers—As 
always, we need folks to 
help out in the Sunday 
School. No teaching or 
planning required, just to 
be an extra pair of eyes and 
hands in the classroom.  
 
November 9 & 10—We 
need a host/hostess to as-
sist on the days the pho-
tographer will be here to 
take pictures for the new 
directory. Take one day or 
both.  

 

And a heartfelt 
“thank you”  

to all who help make 
the many and varied  

ministries of  
Good Shepherd  

possible! 
 
 

Church Library 
A huge thank you to Karen Thomson 
for purging the church library! Books 
that have not been checked out in 
quite a while were donated to the 
thrift store. Our library is in the alcove 
next to the office. Come sit in our 
reading chair, browse a copy of the 
Canada Lutheran, or sign out a library 
book today! 

Important Facility Reminders!! 
Please remove any wet or soiled shoes before heading downstairs. De-icer and 
salt are hard on the flooring! Please use the mats and racks provided. 
 

The front door is to be kept closed and locked at all times other than Sunday 
mornings. This is an important security measure. Please do not prop the door 
open. 
 

Please do not adjust the thermostats without consulting Shane or the office. 

https://www.goodshepherdlutheranrd.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/277991775631450/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJBg3reFTupyzn5oS-kCgow
https://albertasynod.ca/


 

 

Vulnerable People 
Checks 

As a faith community, and as a part 
of the larger community around us,  
we have an obligation to protect 
the most vulnerable. To that end, 
any person who volunteers in a 
position at Good Shepherd that 
puts them in contact with our chil-
dren, our senior citizens, and other 
vulnerable persons is asked to 
please have a current police check 
on file with the office. Police checks 
are valid for three years. Please 
contact the office for further direc-
tion on how to get this paperwork 
submitted.   

From Synod Office 

From Synod Office 



  

 

Join Bishop Larry again for an inspiring evening learning about the Synod's various ministries and ways you can 
support it. For the six in-person events, dinner will be free ... just bring yourself and your good spirits. 

Visit ponderanew.ca to RSVP and to find out more!  

https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=6a7750b544&e=0176d6e2bc


 

 

Financial Update August 31, 2022 

As at August 31st our bank balance is $60,254.76 and also hold $24,923.49 in savings. We continue to run an 

operational deficit. Traditionally we have had increased giving toward the end of the year. As we consider our 

deficit and building costs, we ask you to consider how you can support the church financially as you keep it in 

your prayers. 

 Income 
  Facility Rental         3,190 
  Designated Offerings      17,032 
  Envelope                       122,195 
  Loose & miscellaneous            545 
  TOTAL                                  $  144,620 

 Expenses 
  Learning          1,318 
  Mutual Ministry                103,638  
  Service           1,325 
  Witness and Evangelism            270 
  Property                     24,254 

Stewardship and Finance 
   Benevolence                   12,800 
   Designated        16,952 
   Office           4,339 
   Insurance                      8,816 
  Worship           1,947 
  TOTAL                    $   176,231 
 Income less Expense       $  -  31,611 
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Our local camp offers lots of great programming 

for all ages, online and in-person, year round! 

For more information on their events and pro-

grams head to their website.  

www.kuriakos.ab.ca  

THANKSgiving at the Lake—Dinner and Volunteer Celebration 
October 14th—3pm Worship Service, 4:30pm Dinner 

Camp is beautiful in the fall! Volunteer for a free weekend of helping around camp. 
Service weekends are a great opportunity to work and play together. All ages are welcome; 

there is something for everyone to do to help out. Tools and equipment are provided, alt-
hough you may choose to bring your own. When not working, there will be games, worship, 

campfires, and time to hang out with new friends. You provide the labor, we provide the food, 
accommodations, activities, worship, and jobs that need to be done. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Oct 11-14—Fall Work Week 
Oct 14-16— Thanksgiving At the Lake 

Nov 4-6—Fall Women’s Retreat 
Dec 2-4—SHIFT  Retreat 

Jan 20-22—Lutheran Student Move-
ment (Campus Ministry) 
Feb 3-5—Men’s Retreat 

Feb 17-20—Family Day Getaway 
March 10-12—Youth Retreat 

Online Bible studies are offered on  

Thursdays @ 9am and 7pm 

http://www.kuriakos.ab.ca

