
Introducing Intern Pastor 
Andrea Wilhelm 
 
Dear folks of Good Shepherd! 
 
Very soon, Sept 1, I will be your 
intern - yours and that of Grace 
Lutheran, Bentley. I am very excited 
about this. After two years of in-
tense and inspiring study at Luther-
an Theological Seminary, Saskatoon, 
you people will afford me the op-
portunity to put all the new head 
knowledge into practice. Or, as 
someone from Grace Lutheran said, 
"Now the learning truly begins!"  
 I am very grateful for this 
opportunity, the access you will give 
me to various aspects of congrega-
tional life and ministry and, even 
more importantly, yourselves. I 
trust that it is God who is putting us 
together to share our journeys of 
following Jesus Christ for this com-
ing year. It will be an adventure, 
probably with some twists, surpris-
es and rough spots, but I have faith 
that the Holy Spirit will use this 
combination of you and me to 
touch us in ways I don't want to 
limit by trying to put words to them. 
 A bit about myself: I was 
born and grew up in the beautiful 
southwest of Germany, about an 
hour's drive each from Heidelberg, 
Stuttgart, and Strasbourg, France. 
While I studied languages and lin-
guistics in Tübingen I met a guy, 
Markus, whose unplaceable accent 
intrigued me, the language person. 
He was East German but his family 
had moved to Canada when he was 
a teen. Well, what can I say. I ended 
up in Canada and eventually we 
married. He became a pastor in the 

ELCIC; I got an M.A. and Ph.D. in 
linguistics and have been involved 
in Indigenous language documenta-
tion ever since. We have a daugh-
ter, Ella, who is currently doing her 
Ph.D. in Chicago. Also a cat, dog, 
and four backyard hens. 
 If I think about what gets and 
drives me deep down, it is probably 
a wonderment and love of all the 
beautiful diversity God has created, 
whether that is plants, animals, 
people, ecosystems, human cul-
tures and languages, ways of being 
community. With that love comes 
curiosity – wanting to get to know 
my diverse co-creatures and our 
communities. Also with that love 
comes a deep desire that all God 
has made may thrive and flourish 
(to God's glory). Because our world 
is also broken this often manifests 
as a passion for justice and healing.  
 For much of my life so far, I 
have expressed my passions in the 
ordinary world. Our yard is a lab for 
my permaculture gardening experi-
ments; some of the results tend to 
land in our kitchen and on our din-
ing table. I am lucky to be friends 
with a number of newcomers, 
whose arduous journeys here in 
Canada I admire and support. I love 
going to the movies and to my 
neighbourhood book club for the 
stories I encounter there. I have 
been involved, sometimes as a lead-
er, in community projects such as a 
mural, community gardens, refugee 
sponsorship, advocacy for afforda-
ble housing. I absolutely adore 
Denesųłiné, the Indigenous lan-
guage that has preoccupied me 
most of my academic life. I have 
deep respect of the Denesųłiné peo-
ple, some of whom I am privileged 

to count among my friends. I love 
teaching and very much enjoy uni-
versity students.  
 So how did I end up in semi-
nary? Sometimes I wonder myself. I 
am still asking, God, do you really 
want me as a pastor? Do you really 
want to let me loose on unsus-
pecting people? But the church has 
been the most steadfast and forma-
tive community in my life. And per-
haps God has made me for just this, 
at this time, with all my past experi-
ence: to contribute myself and my 
deep love for creation's diversity 
and wanting it to thrive and flourish 
in manifold ways, to the church and 
through the church to the world. "Is 
it I, Lord? … I will go, Lord, if you 
lead me, I will hold your people 
(and world) in my heart." 
 I am very much looking for-
ward to meeting you and being on 
the journey with you this coming 
year. 
– Intern Pastor Andrea 



An  

Installation Service  
for  

Intern Pastor Andrea Wilhelm  
at Good Shepherd will be held during worship on  

Sunday September 11th. 
Please plan to stay for cake and fellowship after the 

service to get a chance to meet our new  
pastoral intern! 

 

A welcome gathering for Andrea will be held with  the 
Grace Lutheran—Bentley congregation on September 18th.  

Those promises that were made at  your child’s baptism… what do they mean for them now that they are in 
middle school and growing more and more independent by the day? Our confirmation ministry is a two-year 
program designed to help your young people grow in faith, learn the themes of the biblical narrative, about 

our identity as Lutherans, and about how their faith applies to their lives. At the end of the program, confirm-
ands have the opportunity to profess their faith and take those baptismal promises that were made on their 
behalf as their own. Confirmation welcomes all  youth who are in grade seven or above to join in classes that 

meet twice a month . The group meets on Wednesday evenings from 5:30-7pm for dinner and discussion, 
beginning September 14th.  

CONFIRMATION 

Pastor John’s  

ZOOM Bible Study 
The Gospel of John: Jesus Is… 

 

This study will be a six-session look at the 
“different” gospel, and will try to answer 
the question of what this different gospel 
has to offer our 21st century Christianity. 
Begins Thursday September 22nd @ 7pm. 
 

An email will be sent out a day or two prior 
to each session with the ZOOM link and a 
discussion guide to get you thinking. All are 
welcome to join in, even if you can’t attend 
all 6 sessions.  

Nadine’s Music Gatherings 
Fridays @ 6:30pm  

September 16th & 30th 
Come for a time of fun with music, and 

learning songs and settings from the new 
hymnal,  All Creation Sings. 

All are welcome.  


