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the risen Christ, but also because of 
what it means for us in this very hu-
man life on this earth. 
   During the month of May we will be 
focusing on the message and the acts 
of Jesus after the empty tomb and 
resurrection. Since this is the third 
year of our three year lectionary, most 
of what we will read from the gospels 
in worship will be from John’s Gospel. 
Following the resurrection and before 
Jesus ascends to heaven, chapter 21 
recounts an episode in which Jesus 
meets the disciples as they fish. Once 
again, they’ve fished all night and 
haven’t caught a thing and Jesus im-
plores them to throw the net again. 
Low and behold they catch more fish 
than they or boats can handle. It’s 
amazing. They come ashore, have a 
fish breakfast with the risen Lord, and 
go for a walk along the shore. On the 
walk, Jesus and Peter have a personal 
conversation. In that conversation, 
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G 
race and peace to you from 
God, our Father, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

   Yes, I know, when you get this news-
letter we will have celebrated with that 
phrase in worship already. However, 
the Christian people should never tire 
of having this phrase on our lips, even 
in the midst of many very troublesome 
events that have surfaced during the 
past two years. We’d be tempted to 
give up the phrase in despair if all we 
looked at were the troubles.  
   “Alleluia! Jesus is risen!”, is a phrase 
we need. Not because we can look 
forward to our own resurrection, being 
bound to Christ through our Baptism 
into Christ which, through faith, as-
sures us of an everlasting unity with 



  

  Jesus tells Peter to “Feed my lambs.”, 
“Tend my sheep.”, and “Feed my 
sheep.” (John 21:15-17). This may 
well be a similar command as the one 
at the end of Matthew’s gospel 
(Chapter 28:18-20), not so much in 
word but in meaning. You’ll notice 
that as Jesus departs he instructs his 
followers not to hide away and wait 
for Jesus’ second coming, but to 
work, to feed, tend, feed some more, 
to make disciples and teach the way 
of Christ. 
   So, feed and tend we will! As COVID 
precautions slowly peel away, we 
slowly get back into some of the ac-
tivities and programs that have been 
absent at Good Shepherd for too 
long. We are slowly coming out of the 
long Lent of isolation and returning to 
the joy of resurrecting old and new 
ministry. Coffeetime after worship is 
back! Confirmation Sunday will be 
back. In person meetings, Sunday 
School, an LCBI Choir concert, have 
all happened. We plan for VBS this 

summer (July 4-8) together with our 
Anglican friends. In person Bible 
Studies will also hopefully resume in 
the fall. This and other things are 
beginning to bring Good Shepherd 
and the Synod together again. 
   This is alongside Good Shepherd’s 
wonderful desire to look beyond it-
self to an extension of ministry out-
ward through a planned Internship 
program to begin this fall. We can 
now say that we will be inviting a 
pastor intern into our midst starting 
in September. Andrea Wilhelm, wife 
of this Synod’s Pastor Markus Wil-
helm, will join us for a year of intern-
ship as she moves to fulfill her re-
quirements for ordination. Again…
Alleluia! 
   Feeding, tending, feeding the sheep 
some more.  
Yes, there seems to be a bit of rebirth 
happening, and pray it continues. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Peace,  
 Pastor John 

Territorial Land  

Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we 
gather on Treaty Six territo-
ry to the North of the Red 
Deer River and Treaty Sev-
en to the South of the Red 
Deer River. We 
acknowledge the many 
First Nations, Metis, and 
Inuit footsteps that have 
marked these lands for cen-
turies and whose respectful 
stewardship have enabled 
us all to enjoy the riches of 
the Creator’s blessings.  

If you or a loved one is 

hospitalized or wish a  

visit from Pastor John, 

please contact the church 

office. With the fluidity of 

COVID restrictions,  

hospital and care home 

visits may still be by invi-

tation only. If you would 

like special prayer or to 

be included in the  

intercessory prayers, 

please speak to  

Pastor John or call the 

church office 

Lectionary Readings— May 2022 
May 1 
Easter 3 

Acts 9:1-6 (7-
20) 

Ps 30 Rev 5:11-14 John 21:1-19 

May 8 
Easter 4 

Acts 9:36-43 Ps 23 Rev 7:9-17 John 10:22-
30 

May 15 
Easter 5 

Acts 11:1-18 Ps 148 Rev 21:1-6 John 13:31-
35 

May 22 
Easter 6 

Acts 16:9-15 Ps 67 Rev 21:10, 22
-22:5 

John 14:23-
29  

May 26 
Ascension 
of our Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 Ps 47 or Ps 
93 

Eph 1:15-23 Luke 24:44-
53 

May 29 
Easter 7 

Acts 16:16-
34 

Ps 97 Rev 22:12-
14, 16-17, 20
-21 

John 17: 20-
26 



 

 

A Word From  
Bishop Larry 

D 
ear Beloved 
of God -    
We meet the 
disciples hud-

dled together.  The doors are shut 
and locked.  They can hardly breathe 
in that airless tomb.  Their hearts are 
racing.  Their minds spinning.     
   It was evening on that first day, the 
first day of the week.  They had 
heard from Mary Magdalene that she 
had seen Jesus alive, that he had 
called her by name and turned her 
toward the new dawn of the empty 
tomb.      
   It was the death of Jesus that 
brought them together that even-
ing, but it was not simply the death 
of Jesus that drew the disciples to-
gether – it was his resurrection.  It 
was Mary Magdalene’s witness: “I 
have seen the Lord.”   
   And the doors were shut and 
locked.  They could hardly breathe.  
They were afraid of everything on 
the other side of those doors: afraid 
of the forces that killed Jesus.  Afraid, 
perhaps, of living.  They were winded 
by fear.  What now?  Yes, what now?     
   It isn’t hard for us, to imagine our-
selves in that room.  No, not after 
two plus years of pandemic.  And not 
when we know for ourselves, and for 
others, of war and trauma and anxie-
ty and fear and constant change and 
uncertainty and grief and losses of 
many kinds.  And we are ourselves 
hardly breathing in our airless tombs.  
Our hearts racing.  Our minds spin-
ning.     
   All of which points me in the direc-
tion of the disciple, Thomas.     
  I know that we tend to think of 

raised from the dead? What can 
possibly be the same? Your work, 
your sense of meaning, your rela-
tionships, your purpose, your view 
of past, present, and future – all of 
it is changed irrevocably by God’s 
act of resurrection.   
   When Thomas confesses, “My 
Lord and my God,” he is abandon-
ing all his conceptions of “normal” 
and opening himself to a very 
different reality than he could have 
previously ever imagined.   
   And here is the promise for us.  
Here is the promise – the good 
news for us – today and each to-
morrow: Jesus comes to us.   
   Jesus comes to us…yes in this 
time of pandemic, yes into our 
communities and our fearful 
hearts, into the airless tombs in 
which we dwell, behind the shut 
and locked doors.   
   Here is the promise – the good 
news:  Jesus comes to us, bearing 
the marks of suffering and death, 
revealing that the body of Christ, 
though risen, is always wounded.     
   Here is the promise: Jesus comes 
to us, speaking a word of peace 
and revealing the startling truth for 
our present and future, that what 
is true of Jesus will be true for 
those who bear Christ’s name.   
   Here is the good news: Jesus 
comes to us, with a word of for-
giveness, with grace that unbinds 
the clenched heart, with love that 
loosens the power of death, with 
mercy that unbars the doors we 
shut and swings them wide open.   
   Jesus comes among us…and is 
with us amid necessary changes 
and faithful adaptations, calling us 
forward, blessing us to believe 

(Continued on page 6) 

Thomas in terms of his doubting, but 
what if that doubt were part of a larg-
er insistence on dealing with reality, 
on getting things back to normal, on 
moving forward now that the worst 
has happened?    
   Why isn’t Thomas in the house 
when Jesus makes his first appear-
ance? I wonder if unlike the other 
disciples, who are behind shut and 
locked doors, Thomas has already 
accepted what has happened, has 
moved on, and is now out and about 
rebuilding his life from the fractured 
pieces that were left to him after the 
horrific events of Good Friday – or at 
least was attempting to, attempting 

to put things back in order and get 
back to normal.   
   It would explain why it’s so hard for 
Thomas to accept the witness of his 
friends: “We have seen the Lord.” The 
joyful confession of the other disci-
ples may have seemed like oh-so-
much wishful thinking to this hard-
boiled realist. Which is why, when 
one-week later Jesus came and stood 
among them, I wonder if the noticea-
ble change in Thomas’s tune is less 
about simply coming to faith – to be-
lief – and more about realizing that, 
after the resurrection, reality itself 
had changed and there would be no 
normal to go back to.   
   For how do you even talk about 
“normal” when someone has been 

Today and each 
tomorrow:  

Jesus comes to us. 



  

 

 

Your Council Members 
Executive: 

 Chair: Annette Suominen 

 Vice Chair: Ron Kunz 

 Treasurer: Paul Erlandson 

 Secretary: Barbaranne  

   Stickelmier 
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 Worship 

  Greg Neiman 

 Learning 

  Wendy Peterson 
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          Barbaranne Stickelmier 

          & Heathery Strong 
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 Service (Social Ministry) 

  Glenn Elverum &  

  Ron Bjorge 
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  Pastor John Lentz 
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  Ron Kunz 
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 Secretary 
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Please contact Annette Suominen 
to learn how you can help serve 
the ministries of Good Shepherd 

 

   We had such a lovely time of cele-
bration at Good Shepherd on Easter 
Sunday, with the ladies of Heaven 
Sent bringing us inspired music, with 
joyful corporate singing of classic 
and modern hymns, with Pastor 
John's message of God's knowing 
and calling us by NAME, and with 
friends, family and visitors taking 
communion at the table of our Res-
urrected Lord Jesus Christ! All with 
beautiful decorations in front of us 
given by the Altar Guild. Thank you 
ALL for taking part! And also to the 
camera, sound, and powerpoint 
crew, the ushers, communion assis-
tants, acolyte, lector, hospitality folk, 
and many others: we were totally 
blessed! I know those watching at 
home via livestream received many 
great blessings as well. Praise be to 
the Risen Lord! 
   May that same joy and vibrancy we 
experienced permeate our hearts 
and lives in the days ahead. Through 

the Sundays of Easter in May, we 
hear as First Lesson. passages from 
the book of Acts, seeing how Peter 
and then Paul went about sharing 
the Good News of Christ's life, death 
and resurrection, speaking anointed 
words under the Holy Spirit's inspi-
ration and power, and doing mira-
cles of healing JUST as Christ did. I 
especially love the passage where 
Paul and Silas are singing songs and 
praying to God, chained or in stocks, 
in a deeply secure prison cell, having 
been severely flogged. Wow! God 
delivered them with a mighty earth-
quake, and brought salvation to the 
guard's household.  
   As we now worship Him in spirit 
and in truth, let's open ourselves 
prayerfully too to how God wants to 
share His message of love through 
us, right where we are. It is a vibrant 
and exciting message of hope for 
our world, and for our neighbour.  
   Thank you for your faithful love for 
our Saviour. Our Redeemer lives! 
Blessings,  
 Nadine 

Notes From Nadine 

Nadine’s Music 

Gatherings 

Fridays @6:30pm 
May 6th & 20th 

Come for a time of fun 
with music, and learning 
songs and settings from 

the new hymnal, All Crea-
tion Sings. 

All are welcome.  
COVID protocols will be 

observed. 



 

 

Prayer Chain 
Please pray for those in our con-
gregation who are sick, recover-
ing from surgery, taking care of 
others, dealing with COVID, or 
grieving over losses.  
 

Pray for our confirmands, Madis-
en, Noel, and Kalan, as they pre-
pare for their Affirmation of Bap-
tism in June. 
 

Pray for the plans for VBS that 
are coming together. Pray for the 
leaders and those who have yet 
to volunteer. May God use them 
in powerful ways in the lives of 
the participants. Pray for the chil-
dren who will attend VBS, that 
their time with us will be memo-
rable, fun, and full of opportuni-
ties to learn about Jesus’ love for 
them. 
 

Pray for Ukraine, and all war-torn 
areas in our world. Remember 
those who work for peace, to 
bring aid and comfort to refu-
gees, and for those who grieve.  

 

Pray for all those who struggle 
with infertility in all its forms, for 
those who long to be parents, 
and for those who  

 
 

Pray, in all things, for God’s will 
to be done! (The prayer that nev-
er fails!) 

Worship Committee 
  Our Lenten journey has been com-
pleted and Easter Sunday service 
has been celebrated with joy. (With 
thanks to Heaven Sent for their 
music leadership! Much missed 
over our Covid gap years!).  But that 
does not mean the Easter season is 
over. Officially, we are in Easter up 
until the church season of Pente-
cost. But I would like to suggest to 
all that in our day and age that it is 
Easter all the time! 
   Many thanks to all the volunteers 
who helped present the Holden 
Evening Prayer services through 
Lent, from worship and music lead-
ers to the technical help putting 
these services online. The Holden 
service is such a lovely one, and 
there were many grateful com-
ments from participants who were 
so glad to hear it once again. 
   But now we are in Easter. Just as 
the spiritual joy of Christmas lasts 
much longer than the cultural 
events we celebrate in the depth of 
winter, the joy we feel at Easter 

lasts much longer than the social 
and family events we celebrate in 
spring. In fact, for us, Easter is for-
ever. The whole point of Holy Week 
and Easter is that we have been 
rescued, saved, adopted and kept 
forever. In our lifetimes and for all 
time. Lent, Holy Week and Easter 
are just reminders of that. 
   To fully remember that, we are 
called to live with joy and gratitude 
always. So we wish to keep that joy 
alive in our worship. We hope and 
pray that our worship can be always 
include that sense of joy and grati-
tude. We need this to refill our spir-
its for life in a world where sadness 
or fear seem to want to overwhelm 
us.  
   Thanks to God for His plan of sal-
vation. Thanks to all of you who 
support and strengthen the mission 
of Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd here in our part of the 
world. Let's keep the joy of Easter 
moving in our worship and in our 
lives! 
 Greg Neiman 

May 1st, 2022 is  

CAMP SUNDAY 
Pastor Art Wiess and some of the 
staff from Camp Kuriakos, our Lu-
theran camp on Sylvan Lake will 
join us for worship, lead us in 
some camp songs, lead the chil-
dren’s message, and Pastor Art will 
be preaching. They will also have a 
table in the narthex to share more 
camp info.  
 

Everyone belongs at camp! 



  

 

GOOD SHEPHERD’S CONTINUING 
COVID PRECAUTIONS 
   As you may well know, Good Shepherd’s Church 
Council has been revisiting the congregation’s poli-
cies surrounding our COVID-19 precautions. We 
know full well that our Provincial government has 
removed almost all restrictions and precautions, and 
we like many businesses and institutions in the prov-
ince could do away with every bit of our precautions. 
Council does, however, continue to consider the 
health and safety of all of the people of Good Shep-
herd, and so also consider those most vulnerable in 
our midst. As such we still pay careful attention to 
COVID numbers provincially and locally, the severity 
of variants that circulate, and the needs of the whole 
congregation. As much as we’d love to remove all 
precautions, council has decided that for the time 
being, we will continue to mask in worship and when 
we are in close proximity in the foyer. If you feel 
unwell, or perhaps have some COVID symptoms, we 
ask you please remain at home. Sharing the peace in 
worship remains a distanced (6 ft.) approach, and 
our method of Holy Communion distribution will 
remain as practiced over the past year.  
  This is all until further notice, as Church Council 
does revisit our COVID policy every meeting. We also 
thank you, the people of Good Shepherd, for your 
cooperation and support in the past and into the 
future. 

though we do not see, and promising to be with us.    
Alleluia!  Christ is risen.   Christ is risen, indeed.  Allelu-
ia!   
In Christ Jesus –  Shalom, +Larry   
“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in be-
lieving, so that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.”   Romans 15:13 

(Continued from page 3) 

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
   The proposed Seminarian Internship that you heard about at the Annual General Meeting in March, and 
unanimously voted in favor of, is officially a go!!  
   The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Saskatoon has approved the application to place a Seminary Intern 
here at Good Shepherd. The Synod Office through Bishop Kochendorfer has also approved the internship, 
and because this is an internship to be split between Good Shepherd and Grace Lutheran at Bentley, extra 
funds can be accessed because of the rural ministry element through Grace, Bentley. 
   The Intern is Ms. Andrea Wilhelm, and is joining us beginning the first of September for a 12 month Intern-
ship.  Some of the logistics are yet to worked out through a joint Good Shepherd-Grace Lutheran Internship 
Committee, but both the committee and Pastor Wilhelm are looking forward to initiating this one year plan. 
Pastor John will be Pastor Andrea’s supervisor.  
   Andrea is wife of Rev. Markus Wilhelm, pastor at Glory Lutheran Church, just outside Sherwood Park, Al-
berta. We look forward to welcoming Pastor Andrea. 



 

 

Decolonizing Ourselves:  Exploring the Spirit of Land Acknowledgements 

 
Sask Synod invites you to join in an online workshop to take place May 3 and May 5, 
2022.  This workshop requires some preparatory reading before the first workshop. 

For more information, click here. 
To register, click here. 

Save The Date  
To Celebrate 

On May 15th, the Synod of Al-
berta and the Territories of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada and the Anglican Dio-
ceses of Edmonton, Calgary, 
Athabasca, and Yukon will host 
a celebration of the 20th anni-
versary of the Waterloo Decla-
ration: the decision by the two 

denominations to enter into full communion with one another. The event will be held online as well as in per-
son at Hosanna Lutheran Church, 9009 163 ST NW, Edmonton. Eventbrite registration will open soon.  

https://mailchi.mp/cac5f9e4da22/decolonizing-ourselves-exploring-the-spirit-of-land-acknowledgements?e=c0d9dd88cb
https://secure.kairoscanada.org/civicrm/event/register?id=288&reset=1


  

 

Dear Camper and Staff Alumni, and  
Kuriakans of all ages, 

 
Being a staff member at Kuriakos provides a re-

warding experience caring for our campers... but, it 
also means new challenges and growth for our 

team. 
 

In addition to the usual benefits of training, pay 
(increased for 2022!), fun, friendship, room & 

board, etc., we're planning a new support network 
for our staff team. 

 
Help us connect summer staff members with caring 

families, alumni, and adults who will pray for and 
encourage them throughout the summer. 

If you are interested in providing this encourage-
ment to a member of the Summer Staff 2022 team, 

please sign up at www.kuriakos.ab.ca 
In addition, we encourage you to make a financial 
contribution to support our summer staff salaries. 

 
For full information, read our invitation letter. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FjqSewR6JYi-3Fk61Nrf6IJuNz9iyzbK/view


 

 

Ever wonder what the Exodus was really all about? What did it mean and what does it mean to today’s 
Jewish people? What does the Exodus mean to the Christian church? These become more interesting ques-
tions and answers for our modern world than we may think at first glance. Our next series of five Thursday 
evening Zoom Bible Studies will attempt to have a look at the questions through our modern lens and also 
through some of theologian Walter Brueggemann’s book, “Delivered out of Empire; Pivotal Moments in the 
Book of Exodus”. You won’t need a copy of the book as Pastor John will pull bits and pieces from 
Brueggemann’s book, along with our own observations.  
 
Five consecutive Thursdays, starting April 28 at 7:30. The Zoom link will be emailed out to all of you during 
the days prior to each session. Do join in for whatever amount of time you can.  

Confirmation Sunday 
Although it’s still a month off, we’re ad-
vertising well in advance so that you can 
mark your calendars for the first Confir-
mation Sunday in a while. 
 
Sunday, June 5th, will be our first Confir-
mation Sunday since pre-COVID days. 
Plan to come out to celebrate with three 
young people as they have been instruct-
ed in the Christian faith and the Cate-
chism, and now mark an important mo-
ment in their faith journey with their 
own Affirmation of Baptism. Our con-
firmands are: 
 Madisen Gero (of Good Shepherd) 
 Noel Henkelman (of Grace  
   Lutheran, Bentley) 
 Kalan Lind (Shaunavon, SK) 
 
Please come to join with their families as 
they affirm their faith.  

Learning Committee 

Proverbs 22:6 asks us to train (teach) up a child in the way he 
should go. Well, there is plenty of evidence of teaching GSLC, in-
cluding Sunday School and VBS. On March 24, I joined Dallas and 
Joyce in purging the Sunday School storage room. I got a first hand 
look at Sunday School material and learned a bit about the curricu-
lum. Darlene gave me a narrated tour of the other storage/
meeting rooms with information on how they can be further uti-
lized once COVID restrictions are fully lifted. On March 28th I 
attended my first Learning Committee meeting.  
VBS will be happening, in conjunction with our Anglican neigh-
bours, from July 4-8, 2022. For volunteer opportunities and further 
information, please contact the office.  
- Wendy Peterson 
 

Sunday School & Youth Class—Will wrap up for this school year on 
May 15th.  
 

VBS—Plans are moving along for our joint Lutheran-Anglican Vac-
tion Bible School… Knights of the North: Quests For the King’s Ar-
mor. Please consider how you can help make this event a success. 
  

Confirmation—In-person classes continue for the junior class (May  
11, May 25, and June 8). Confirmation Sunday, when the senior 
confirmands will make their affirmation of their baptisms will take 
place on June 5th (Pentecost Sunday).  
 

ZOOM Bible Study— Pastor John’s ZOOM Bible study continues 
with a look at Exodus. This group meets online every Thursday 
evening. Links and discussion guides are emailed out a day or two 
ahead.  
 

Ladies Bible Study—on hiatus until the fall.  



  

 

Cultural Awareness 
  Pow Wows are celebrations that 
showcase Indigenous music, danc-
es, regalia, food and crafts. Com-
monly hosted by First Nations com-
munities (either on reserve or in 
urban settings), Pow Wows are  
open to non-Indigenous and Métis 
and Inuit peoples alike. Contempo-
rary Pow Wows originated on the 
Great Plains during the late 19th 
century and, since the 1950s, have 
been growing in size, number and 
popularity. Pow Wows serve an 
important role in many Indigenous 
peoples’ lives as a forum to visit 
family and friends, and to celebrate 
their cultural heritage, while also 
serving as a site for cross-cultural 
sharing with other attendees and 
participants. Indeed, Pow Wows 
provide the opportunity for visitors 
to learn about, and increase their 
awareness of, traditional and con-
temporary Indigenous life and cul-
ture. 
  We have a great opportunity to 
become familiar and comfortable 
with our local Indigenous neigh-
bour’s traditions as they celebrate 

with a Pow Wow in Red Deer on 
June 20th. Please plan to take it in.  

 
And continuing our look at holy 
days in our neighbours’ faiths…  
 
Vesak (also called Wesak, Buddah 
Jayanti, Buddah Prnima, and 
Buddah Day) commemorates the 
birth, enlightenment and death of 
Gautama Buddah. It is traditionally 
observed by Buddhists in South 
Asia, Southeast Asia, Tibet, and 
Mongolia. The timing of the cele-
bration varies by region, with some 

celebrating on the first full moon of 
May, and others on the second full 
moon of the month.  
   On Vesak, Buddhists gather in 
their temples before dawn to hoist 
the Buddhist flag and to sing 
hymns. Devotees may bring small 
offerings (flowers, candles, incense) 
to lay at the feet of their teacher.  
   Observances of Vesak also include 
the wearing of simple white cloth-
ing, forgoing meat (to symbolise 
their compassion for all living 
things), paying homage to the Bud-
dha, and making special efforts to 
bring happiness to others. Alms-
giving, the sharing of special foods 
with family and strangers alike, and 
reciting verses spoken by the Bud-
dha are all a part of the celebration. 
In some areas there are parades, 
theatrical performances, and pup-
pet shows. Attending services led 
by monks and other spiritual lead-
ers is also common.  
   During Vesak, celebrants will 
often pour water over a Baby Bud-
dha statue to symbolise a pure and 
new beginning. Vesak is seen as a 
joyful celebration 

Service (Social) Committee 

Easter Flowers for Seniors—Prior to Easter, flowers were delivered to seniors from our congregation who have 

been somewhat home bound or shut in during this time of Covid.  

Ukrainian Appeal—The crisis in Ukraine goes on. Canadian Lutheran World Relief – along with leading Canadi-

an aid agencies continues its appeal to raise funds and rush emergency assistance to the several million refu-

gees who have fled Ukraine and the millions of people who are internally displaced. Donations maybe made 

directly to Canadian Lutheran World Relief by phone at 1 800 661 2597 or online at clwr.org or through mail at 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief, 600-177 Lombard Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3B 0W5. Donations also may be 

made by writing a cheque to our Church, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, marked on the envelope for 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief Ukrainian Appeal. The funds will be forwarded. 

Local Programs—We are looking into a program to provide some support to the Central Alberta Pregnancy 
Care Centre. Stay tuned for details next month.   



 

 

Bits & Pieces From The Church Office 
 

Contact Information…..Have you moved?  Cancelled your landline?  

Got a new cell phone number or changed your email address?  Let us know so 
we can update our records. Thank you! 
 

Important dates:  The office will be closed May 23rd (Victoria Day). June 
newsletter items are due by May 24th.  
 

Going to be away? If you are regularly on the volunteer list and are planning on 
being away, please advise the office so that we know not to schedule you dur-
ing that time.  
 

Where to find Good Shepherd online: 

Website: https://www.goodshepherdlutheranrd.ca/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/277991775631450/ 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJBg3reFTupyzn5oS-kCgow 

Alberta Synod Website: https://albertasynod.ca/ 

More Volunteer  

Opportunities at  

Good Shepherd 
 

VBS—Planning is already under-
way for this year’s Vacation Bible 
School. Please consider how you 
may be able to help us minister 
to the children in our neighbour-
hood. We are looking for station 
leaders, group leaders, and vari-
ous helper positions.  
 

Summer Volunteers—As summer 
approaches and everyone is 
thinking of taking vacations, it 
leaves a lot of gaps in our volun-
teer schedule. If there is some-
thing you’d be open to trying that 
you haven’t done before or are 
willing to act as a back-up, please 
let the office know.  
 

Clean Up—More seasonal clean 
up projects are on the horizon. 
Please consider if you are able to 
lend a hand and watch the bulle-
tin and announcements for more 
details. 

 

And a heartfelt 

“thank you”  

to all who help make the 
many and varied  

ministries of  

Good Shepherd possible! 

Spring Has Sprung! 

With the return of warmer temperatures there is a tendency to open 
windows to allow in all that lovely fresh air, so a friendly reminder…  

When leaving the church after events and meetings, please take 
a moment to ensure that all windows and doors are closed (and 

locked properly).  
Also, please continue to remove wet and/or dirty footwear and use the 

mats and racks provided by the front door.  

Do You Have… ? 

We are still looking for a used stove in 
good working order to for the base-
ment kitchen. Please contact Bar-
baranne Stickelmier @ 403-396-7168 

Do You Need…? 

We have a few filing cabinets looking 
for new homes. They are available for 
a small donation, and assistance can 
be arranged to help get them into 
your vehicle.  

https://www.goodshepherdlutheranrd.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/277991775631450/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJBg3reFTupyzn5oS-kCgow
https://albertasynod.ca/


  

 

Property Committee 
   The March 28th clean up went 
well! Ten of us got down to it and 
were able to sort and send out 
items that no longer needed a 
home at our church. The nursery 
was on the must do list, and it is 
now ready to receive visitors. All 
the extra pews were moved to 
the basement, and the main stor-
age room had a number of items 
sent out as well. The office ladies 
took advantage of the help and 
were able to clean out many of 
the cupboards in the photocopy 
room. Thanks to those that came 
out for this morning event, and 
the Sunday School volunteers 
who organized their materials a 
few days earlier. 
   We have a few empty filing cab-
inets in the basement that need 
new homes. You can ask to see 
them, and if you would like help 
getting one (or two) into your 
vehicle that can be arranged. We 
would ask that you make a small 
donation for the cabinet. We are 
hoping to make way for another 
meeting room in the church base-
ment. 
   I am hoping that we can get the 
cladding back on the cross t3his 
spring. If you have a connection 
to a roofing or siding contractor, 
let me know! 
   We are also in need of a re-
placement electric stove for the 
downstairs kitchen, if you have a 
clean stove in working order, that 
you can donate please let me 
know. 
 Ron Kunz 

Stewardship & Finance 
Committee 

What is stewardship to you? 

   I feel that good stewards  use their 
resources in a way that reflects the 
knowledge that the resources they 
have aren’t truly theirs, but that they 
truly belong to someone else. Good 
stewards understand that it is their 
responsibility  to ensure those re-
sources are used in a way that hon-
ours the wishes of those to whom 
the resources truly belong.  

   Good stewardship means wise and 
faithful usage of all the resources 
that have been entrusted to our 
care. Our time, our talents, our pos-
sessions, and also our finances. As 
your Stewardship & Finance com-
mittee chair, I believe the one thing 
we should always be asking our-
selves is “Am I being a good steward 
of everything that has been entrust-
ed to me?” 

   This isn’t a one time ask. It should 
be constantly in the back of our 
minds. The Stewardship & Finance 
committee thanks the congregation 
for always being good and faithful 
stewards by always thinking about 
the wise use of our resources. 

 Dallas Craven 

Ways to Support the 
Ministries of  

Good Shepherd: 
• Pray for our Pastor, Staff, 

Council, and all who con-
tribute their time and tal-
ents to make ministry here 
possible. 

• Placing your offering enve-
lope in the plates at the 
back of the sanctuary during 
worship 

• Send your offering through 
regular mail, via Canada 
Post (please don’t mail 
cash) 

• Send an e-transfer to     
gsacctg@telus.net (using 
your last name and enve-
lope number as the pass-
word) 

• Drop your offering off in the 
church mailbox or at the 
office. 

• Set up automated deposit 
between your financial insti-
tution and the church. Con-
tact the office for more in-
formation on how to ar-
range this.  

Annual Luncheon for Retired Clergy  
& Rostered Leaders  

All retired clergy & rostered leaders, their spouses, widows/widowers 
are invited to join Bishop Larry Kochendorfer and his wife Cathy for a 
gathering here at Good Shepherd on Tuesday, May 31st (10:30am-
2:30pm). Come for a time of worship, fellowship, and sharing a meal.  
 

Please RSVP no later than May 28th by contacting the ABT Synod 
office. 



 

 

Vulnerable People 
Checks 

As a faith community, and as a 
part of the larger community 
around us,  we have an obliga-
tion to protect the most vulner-
able. To that end, any person 
who volunteers in a position at 
Good Shepherd that puts them 
in contact with our children, our 
senior citizens, and others is 
asked to please have a current 
police check on file with the 
office. Given the COVID shut 
down, most previous checks 
have expired. Please contact the 
office for further direction on 
how to get this paperwork sub-
mitted.  

 

Prepare for coming events! 

Though dates and times aren’t set in stone, we do have some very 

fun events planned for very soon! 

Keep Watch! 

and Hebrew words for Passover. At 
first, the resurrection of Jesus was 
the only festival celebrated by the 
church, and they celebrated it every 
Sunday of the year. As the rituals of 
the church year grew and devel-
oped, an annual celebration of the 
resurrection became the norm, alt-
hough there was a great deal of de-
bate about when to celebrate. The 
determination of the date for Easter, 
as it is now calculated, was done at 
the Council of Nicaea in AD 325.  
   During the season of Easter we 
hear the stories of the disciples ex-
periences immediately following 
Jesus’ death and resurrection from 
the scriptures. From our lectionary 
readings, we also have our connec-

Did You Know…? The 
Season of Easter 
   Easter is more than just one day 
on our church calendar. It is a full 
season, forty-nine days, a week of 
weeks. It is a season of joy and 
praise, of wonder and mystery, for 
the power of God has reversed the 
power of sin and death. In the sea-
son of Easter we use the white par-
aments, and the paschal candle is 
lit at every service as a sign of the 
risen Christ. It doesn’t conclude 
until the festival of Pentecost.  
   Easter is the oldest of the 
church’s feasts, and the source of 
all others. The ancient name for 
Easter is “Pascha” from the Greek 

tion to the death and resurrection 
of Christ through our baptisms 
highlighted. The emphasis on bap-
tism is to remind us that our lives 
are transformed by the Good News 
of Easter and the gift of new life.  
   The passages that we read during 
this season proclaim the power of 
the resurrection that gives strength 
in suffering, unity in diversity, con-
solation in sorrow, perseverance in 
adversity, and faith in times of 
doubt. The season of Easter is 
about the complete redemptive 
work, which carries on beyond the 
resurrection, about our lives as 
Christians and how we are to be 
living witnesses God’s grace.   



  

 

Blessings to all members of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 
  
I trust this communication finds you Reverend John and all members of Luther-
an Church of the Good Shepherd well. Over the last two years every aspect of 
society in some way has been affected by the ongoing pandemic. The prosperi-
ty and security of our communities have been fragmented. Even now as we 

begin to see an end to the restrictions and mandates there is an air of uncertainty, like society is holding its 
breath and waiting to exhale. 
  
The mental health and wellness of Canadians has been deeply challenged. Prior to the pandemic Stats Canada 
reported that 1 in 5 Canadians were suffering some form of mental health challenge or illness, however in Jan-
uary the Angus Reid Institute reported that 36% or 1 in 3 Canadians are currently challenged with their mental 
health. Shalom Counselling Centre has experienced this first hand. In 2021 Shalom served 1,007 clients and 
delivered 4268 hours of counselling and therapy. Compared to 2020 that is an increase of 142 clients and 453 
hours of counselling services. Of the 4268 hours of counselling delivered in 2021, 3,128 hours were subsidized. 
  
It’s important to acknowledge our gratitude to all those that have continued to support Shalom Counselling 
Centre through donation, and every donation regardless of size is equally needed and appreciated. One area of 
the economy hit hard by the pandemic but often overlooked in discussions is the charity sector, which relies 
heavily on live events, in-person gathering and people having disposable income. 
  
Sadly, in 2020 Shalom experienced donation declines of over 12% compared to pre-pandemic 2019. In 2021 
there were even greater donation losses of over 16% compared to 2020. Overall charitable donations to Sha-
lom have declined by over 26% from 2019. We recognize that churches have not been immune to revenue de-
cline and we are sympathetic, however inquiries for counselling services having increased by a third, combined 
with the unprecedented decline of donations, we ask all those that have the financial means to consider giving 
further. If you are an occasional donor consider becoming a monthly donor. If you are a monthly donor please 
consider increasing your monthly donation. Your increase or additional donation will enable Shalom Counsel-
ling Centre to continue to meet the ever-increasing request for counselling and ensure counselling services are 
financially accessible to all.   
  
Thank you for your previous and continued support. We are truly blessed. 
  
With great sincerity, 
Grant Damsgaard 
Fund Development Coordinator 
Shalom Counselling Centre 
5515 – 27 Avenue, Red Deer, AB T4P 0E5 
Cell: 403.877.5240 

The Mustard Seed Red Deer is in need of volunteers to assist with their pro-

grams and serving their clients. They have need for help with their School lunch program, 
meal service, in the kitchen, the hygiene room, the donation room, as faith companions, to 
provide fellowship, and with community events. If you are interested, please contact June 
Tinaza @ 403-352-8028 or junealbertinaza@theseed.ca.  



 

 

Financial Update March 31, 2022 

As at March 31st our bank balance is $79,536.86 and also hold $24,923.49 in savings. While below the amount 

required for our budget, our giving is higher than it was at this time last year but our deficit is slightly higher 

due to higher utilities and unexpected property repairs. (we also received a $5,000.00 provincial grant last 

year) We ask you to consider how you can support the church financially as you keep it in your prayers. 

 Income 
  Facility Rental                445 
  Designated Offerings   1,335 
  Envelope                        45,505 
  Loose & miscellaneous                  245 
  TOTAL                                   $   49,187 

 Expenses 
  Learning                  539 
  Mutual Ministry                          38,488  
  Service                     625 
  Witness and Evangelism                     61 
  Property                           11,077 

Stewardship and Finance 
   Benevolence                           4,800 
   Designated          1,465 
   Office           1,734 
   Insurance                      
  Worship                     894 
  TOTAL                              $   59,904 
 Income less Expense                $ - 10,717 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Spring Work Week— May 9-13 
Youth Retreat—May 20-22 
Prime Time  Camp—July 3-6 

Family Camp—July 17-22 
Family Camp– Aug 14-19 
Family Camp—Aug 22-25 

Our local camp offers lots of great programming 

for all ages, online and in-person, year round! 

For more information on their events and pro-

grams head to their website.  

www.kuriakos.ab.ca  

Kuriakos Gathers Together 
April 30th  

(in Bentley & online) 
Annual fundraising Banquet 

and Silent Auction to  
support our camp! 

Tickets available from Ron 
Bjorge. 

Silent auction runs April 20-30 
Online. 

http://www.kuriakos.ab.ca

