
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

you can tell, my hair has been 
preparing for the long winter!) 
    In the life of Good Shepherd, 
November transitions quickly, weekly 
in fact, from Reformation red on 
Sunday, October 31, to All Saints 
white on November 7, back to green 
on the 25th Sunday After Pentecost 
on November 14, to the whites again 
on Christ the King Sunday (the final 
Sunday of the Church Lectionary 
Year) on the 21st of November, and 
then to begin a new Church Year, the 
1st Sunday of Advent on November 28 
turns to Advent blue. As with nature, 
the liturgical colors change with each 
of these Sundays. It’s a busy time for 
our Altar Guild, so thank-you ladies, 
ahead of time. 
    We also think of the transitions we 
encountered with COVID 19. One of 
those transitions is the way in which 
our community of faith has been able 
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    November is a month of 
transitions, both in the church and 
in our secular lives. The weather 
has already begun to change 
telling us Albertans that we ought 
to fully expect the incoming cold 
to bring winter weather. The 
clocks are turned backwards one 
hour on the first Sunday of 
November, reminding us that the 
daylight hours are shrinking and 
the nights are getting longer. If 
you enjoy watching wildlife, many 
of the bird species (and some 
humans too) have begun moving 
south for the winter, and the furry 
four legged creatures are growing 
their winter coats while some even 
change the color of their coats. (As 

Continued on pg. 2 
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Sunday Scriptures –  November 2021 

Territorial Land 
Acknowledgement 

 

    We acknowledge that 
we gather on Treaty Six 
territory to the North of 
the Red Deer River and 
Treaty Seven territory to 
the South of the Red 
Deer River.  
    We acknowledge the 
many First Nations, 
Metis, and Inuit foot- 
steps that have marked 
these lands for centuries 
and whose respectful 
stewardship have 
enabled us all to enjoy 
the riches of the 
Creator’s blessings.  

to grieve the loss of family, close 
friends and brothers and sisters 
within our Good Shepherd 
communion. Generally, we haven’t 
been able to grieve as a community. 
On All Saints Sunday, November 7, 
during our worship service we will 
include a liturgy of remembrance. 
Family members of our members 
who have passed during the 
pandemic (it’s been some 19 
months!), as well as those who 
have lost someone close to them 
who may not be members here, are 
invited to come to the altar and 
light a candle in memory of your 
loved one. Although it has been 
some time for some, we hope that 
this will draw our community 
together, both those able to be at 
the service, and those who will be 
with us through live-streaming. If 
you’ve lost someone who has been 

If you or a loved one is 
hospitalized or wish a 
visit from Pastor John, 

please contact the 
church office. With 
COVID restrictions, 
hospital and care 

home visitation is still 
by invitation. If you 
would like special 

prayer or to be 
included in the 

intercessory prayers, 
ask to speak to Pastor 

John. 

November 7  
All Saints 
Sunday, 24th 
Sunday after 
Pentecost 

1 Kings 
17:8-16 

Psalm 
146 

Hebrews 
9: 24-28 

Mark 12: 
38-44 

November 14 
25th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 
 

Daniel 12: 
1-3 

Psalm 
16 

Hebrews 
10: 11-14, 
19-25 

Mark 13: 
1-8 

November 21  
Christ the King 
Sunday 

Daniel 
7:9-10, 
13-14 

Psalm 
93 

Revelation 
1:4b-8 

John 18: 
33-37 

November 28  
1st Sunday in 
Advent 

Jeremiah 
33: 14-16 

Psalm 
25:1-10 

1 Thess. 
3:9-13 

Luke 21: 
25-36 

     

 

a member or adherent of Good 
Shepherd these past months, 
please do come to light a candle. 
    It has been rather difficult to be 
a community of faith together, but 
in small ways perhaps we can 
begin to regain that sense of being 
together. Through it all we 
remember that despite the 
isolation, we remain the body of 
Christ. St. Paul wrote: 
     “For just as the body is one and 
has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body – 
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – 
and we were all made to of one 
Spirit” 

(1 Corinthians 12:12-13) 
Peace,  
Pastor John 



 
 
 
 
  

A Word From 
Bishop Larry  

Dear Beloved of God -    
   The Sabbath pattern - six days of 
work, followed by one of rest - is 
woven deep into the fabric of the 
Bible - it is seen, fundamentally, as a 
gift! The root word means to cease, 
to desist. The idea is not that of 
relaxation or refreshment, but 
cessation from activity. The first 
story of Hebrew and Christian 
Scriptures climaxes on the seventh 
day, the first time there was a 
seventh day. Having created 
everything, God rests, and blesses 
this day, and makes it holy.        
   Later, God teaches the people of 
Israel to share in the blessing of this 
day (Exodus 16). After bringing them 
out of Egyptian slavery into the 
wilderness, God sends them manna, 
commanding them to gather 
enough each morning for that day’s 
food alone. Mistrusting, they gather 
more than they need, but it rots. On 
the sixth day, however, they are told 
to gather enough to last for two 
days. Miraculously, the extra does 
not rot, and those mistrustful ones 
who go out on the seventh morning 
to gather more food find none. God 
is teaching them, through their own 
hunger and nature’s provisions, to 
keep the Sabbath, even before 
Moses receives the commandments 
on Sinai.  
   When those commandments 
come, the Sabbath commandment 
is the longest and, in some ways, the 
most puzzling. Unlike any of the 
others, it takes quite different forms 
in the two passages where the Ten 
Commandments appear (Exodus 
20:8-11 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15). 
Both versions require the same 

behavior - work on six days, rest on 
one - but each gives a different 
reason. What is wonderful is that 
each reason (remembering and 
observing) arises from a fundament-
tal truth about God’s relationship to 
humanity. Together, these two rend-
erings of the Sabbath commandment 
summarize the most fundamental 
stories and beliefs of the Scriptures: 
creation and exodus, humanity in 
God’s image and a people liberated 
from captivity. In both remembering 
and observing, the Sabbath is 
understood to be gift.  
  The Christian community continued 
to treasure the Sabbath command-
ment, along with the other nine com-
mandments from Sinai.  They also 
came to believe that its meaning had 

changed with the new creation God 
began with Christ’s death and 
resurrection.  The holy day from 
now on, therefore, was not the 
seventh but the eighth, the day on 
which the future burst into the 
present.  
   As you know, at its September 
2021 meeting Synod Council 
approved my proposal for a sabbat-
ical leave, Oct. 25, 2021 through Jan. 
24, 2022 with a few days of holiday 
preceding the sabbatical and a few 
days of holiday following the 
sabbatical.  In effect I will be away 
October 20, 2021 through January 
27, 2022…for a time of remembering 
and of observing.     
   Those who have served recently 

The holy day from now on, 
therefore, was not the 

seventh but the eighth, the 
day on which the future 
burst into the present. 

 

on Synod Council will recall that 
during the March 2020 Bishop’s 
Performance Review I was 
encouraged by Council to consider 
taking a sabbatical beginning early 
winter 2020.  However, given the 
reality of the Covid pandemic, the 
upcoming 2020 Synod Convention 
and the reality of planning for an on-
line event, and the anticipated hiring 
of synod staff, Office Administrator, 
in the summer of 2020, I determined 
to set aside this encouragement.   
   I thank the Synod Council, and you, 
the Synod of Alberta and the 
Territories, for this gift, and I invite 
your prayers for The Rev. Prema 
Samuel, Assistant to the Bishop for 
Congregational Life, who will serve 
as Commissary while I am away; 
Marla Berg, Office Administrator; 
and other synod staff; Synod 
Officers – Deacon Karen Wedman, 
Keith Scheidt and Paul Ellison; and 
the Area Deans: The Revs. Jeff 
Decelle, Kevin Powell, Julianna 
Wehrfritz-Hanson, Matthew Lyseng 
and Trish Schmermund. 
   I also welcome your prayers for 
Cathy and me during this time of 
sabbatical.  
   Know that I will continue to up-
hold you in prayer.  
   And, as I have shared before, and 
will continue to do so: Beloved of 
God, as people of faith, continue to 
be humble and gentle with one 
another.  Honour each other.  Make 
space for lament.  Welcome 
moments of joy.  Help each other 
live into hope.  Learn from this 
journey in the coronavirus wilder-
ness and let the learning lead us 
forward.  Trust that God is at work in 
this time and look for the new things 
God is doing even now.  
   In Christ Jesus –  Shalom, +Larry   



 
  

Notes From 
Nadine 

Laura Story's song 'Blessings' 
shares some poignant lyrics and 
thoughts, which she herself 
experienced: 
 

"We pray for blessings, 
We pray for peace. 

Comfort for family, protection 
while we sleep. 

We pray for healing, for 
prosperity, 

We pray for Your mighty hand to 
ease our suffering.... 

 
"We pray for wisdom, Your voice 

to hear. 
We cry in anger when we cannot 

feel You near. 
We doubt Your goodness, we 

doubt Your love - 
As if every promise from Your 

Word is not enough.... 
 

.. What if Your blessings come 
through raindrops? 

What if Your healing comes 
through tears? 

What if a thousand sleepless 
nights are what it takes to know 

You're near?.. 
 
What if trials of this life, the rain, 
the storms, the hardest nights, 
Are Your mercies in disguise?" 

 
I think that the real depth of 
God's love for and understanding 
of us is impossible to grasp this 
side of heaven. Yet the deepest 
thirst and yearning implanted in 
us as human beings is to know 
Him, and His love and care for us 
- as much as we can take hold of 

it. We PRESS ON to know Him - 
as 'the real Race' given to us.  
 
Martin Luther had to learn that 
God is the opposite of 'uncaring', 
and that His eyes of grace ever 
watch over us, with tender 
mercy.  
 
In November, we remember that 
we people of faith are part of a 
huge company of those who have 
sought to trust God above all and 
despite all else (Nov. 7th, All 
Saints' Sunday). And we 
celebrate the lives of, and mourn 
the loss of those among us who 
'went home' during this long time 
of Covid.  We celebrate on the 
final Sunday of the Church Year 
(Nov. 21st), Christ the King - 
Jesus now exalted, our King and 
intercessory High Priest, pleading 
on our behalf; glorified and made 
perfect through His suffering. And 
He will return in glory! November 
28th is First Advent, the start of 
the season which reminds us that 
Creation groaned for ages upon 
ages, waiting for the Saviour to 
be revealed. 
 
Thank you for your support of me 
and my family - and of each other 
in our church family. Praying for 
you all a very uplifting, meaning-
ful month of November, in the 
love of God Eternal. May He 
continue to reveal Himself to you 
individually, right where you have 
need. Your responses of honesty, 
sharing with Him, worship and 
thanksgiving for His many 
mercies all witness to your trust in 
Him in every circumstance. To 
God be all the glory! 
 
Blessings,  
Nadine 

 

Your Council Members 
 

Executive:  
Chair: Annette Suominen 
Vice Chair: Ron Kunz 
Treasurer: Paul Erlandson 
Secretary: Renate Scheelar 

 
Committees:  

Worship 
Greg Neiman 

Learning 
*VACANT 

Witness (Evangelism) 
Barbaranne Stickelmier 

Stewardship & Finance  
Dallas Craven 

Service (Social Ministry) 
 Ron Bjorge 
Youth 

*VACANT 
Mutual Ministry 

Ron Bjorge 
Property Management 

Ron Kunz 
Financial Recording 
Secretary 

Dallas Craven 
 
*VACANT positions will be 
appointed for a one year 
term.  
 
Please contact Annette 
Suominen to learn how you 
can help serve the 
ministries of Good 
Shepherd.  

 



 
  Not long after our family joined to 

worship at Good Shepherd, our 
synod replaced our aging blue hymn 
books with a new hymnal: the now-
familiar "Cranberry." I remember 
travelling with a delegation from 
Good Shepherd to Edmonton to 
participate in its "coming out" and to 
sample some newer, more modern-
sounding liturgies. I liked the more 
upbeat format of the worship music 
— and I especially appreciated that 
the worship materials included a two-
volume accompanist publication that 
printed guitar chords for the hymns! 
 
It's a reminder of how time flies that 
we will soon be issuing another new 
hymnal and worship book for our 
synod. This one's also blue (All 
Creation Sings), and it has a definite 
international flavour in its liturgies 
and music selections. (There is even a 

Worship Committee song in the book that refers to 
the Rice of Life, in the same way 
we have been referring to the 
Bread of Life!) Nadine has had 
our Friday evening music 
practices getting introduced to a 
new worship setting and it is 
definitely a joyful, uplifting 
liturgy! Many of the hymns 
included in this edition have a 
real "folk music" feel that I know I 
will like and which also encour-
age congregations to include 
praise band participation in 
worship. 
 
I'm not sure when the switch to 
the new hymnal becomes official, 
but Nadine and our group of 
musicians will do our best to be 
ready to introduce some of the 
material in good time. I admit I 
will miss that two-volume set of 
hymns with guitar chords, but 
they'll stay in our collection and 

be brought out for use, just like our 
much-loved music from the 
Worship and Praise booklet. 
 
I have to say there will be no 
shortage of worship music for us in 
the future; the new hymnal 
numbers songs well past 1,000. It 
will be a happy time when we are 
once again allowed to be supplied 
with hymnals in the pews along 
with the overhead slides in worship. 
Our nation is changing, and our 
church is changing along with our 
lives. We worship with reverence 
just like our grandparents did — 
just not in the same key or tempo. 
If you want a look at some of our 
new music, please come to our 
evening music sessions, held at 6:30 
p.m. every first, third (and some-
times fifth) Friday of the month. We 
will sing some new songs to the 
Lord! 
Greg Neiman 

 

All Saints Sunday 
A Day to Express Our Combined Grief in Worship 

November 7th, 10:30am @ Good Shepherd 

As a part of our worship service, and in common remembrance of all our members who have passed from 
this life during the COVID 19 crisis, we welcome all of you and especially families who have lost someone 
close during this time to come and light a candle in remembrance of their loved one. We join in worship 
and prayer, bringing our grief to God, to continue to look for  the support that continues to come from 

the Holy Spirit. 
 

Family members of those who have passed away are welcome to bring a picture of their loved one for a 
display in the narthex and to come light a candle for their loved ones.  

 
These past 20 months have been difficult on people who grieve, to say the least. We have lost a number 
of members, and we have lost other extended family members or friends outside our membership and 

have largely been unable to support one another as we know we can. So we take the moment in our 
Church Year, All Saints Sunday, as an opportunity to worship, remember our departed whom we love, and 

turn to God’s comfort in Christ.  



 
  

Ladies Wednesday 
Evening Bible Study 

 
The Ladies Bible Study will be on 

Wednesday, November 3rd @6:30pm 
in the fellowship hall. All ladies are 
welcome to join for a discussion of 

Psalm 139. 
 

 

Prayer Chain 
Please pray for those in our 
congregation who are sick, recovering 
from surgery, taking care of others, 
dealing with COVID, or grieving over 
losses.  
 
Pray for all those men and women 
who serve or have served our country 
in the armed forces and those who 
have been lost in service to our 
country. Remember their families and 
loved ones who wait at home while 
they are deployed.  
 
As the weather turns colder, 
remember our neighbours who live 
without adequate shelter in prayer. 
Pray for those who serve our most 
vulnerable at shelters and soup 
kitchens.  
 
Pray for those who live on fixed 
incomes. With the impending holiday 
season and the continued increased 
costs of everything, there is increased 
stress every day. 
 
Pray, in all things, for God’s will to be 
done! (The prayer that never fails!) 
 
 
 

Cultural Awareness 
      
Three new books have been 

donated by a congregation member 

and added to our church library. 

They are all written by Phyllis 

Webstad about her experience 

attending residential school at St. 

Joseph’s Mission near Williams Lake, 

B.C. The books are written for three 

levels of readers, Phyllis’s Orange 

Shirt for primary children, The 

Orange Shirt Story for upper 

elementary and Beyond the Orange 

Shirt Story which goes into greater 

detail for middle school children 

and adults. Before these books 

are placed in the library shelves 

they will be on the table near the 

library for easy access. If you wish 

to borrow one or more to take 

home with you, please sign them 

out in the library binder.                                                                                                 

Thank you to Karen Thomson for 

being “keeper of the church 

library.” 

-submitted by Jeanette Page 
 

 

Weekly Emails: The office sends out weekly emails with the link to 

the online worship service and community announcements. Cut off to 
be included in the weekly announcements email is noon on Thursday.  

 

Contact Information…..Have you moved?  Cancelled your 

landline?  Got a new cell phone number or changed your email address?  
Let us know so we can update our records. Thank you! 
 

Offering Envelopes: If you will be in need of offering envelopes for 

2022, please contact the office. We encourage you to use up any 
‘leftover’ envelopes by simply blacking out the old date and marking 
them with the current date.  
 
Important dates: The church office will be closed November 11th  
(Remembrance Day). Cut off for the December/January newsletter is 
November 22nd.  
 
 
Where to find Good Shepherd online: 
Website: https://www.goodshepherdlutheranrd.ca/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/277991775631450/ 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJBg3reFTupyzn5oS-
kCgow 
Alberta Synod Website: https://albertasynod.ca/ 
 
 
 

 
Bits & Pieces From The Church Office 



 Stewardship and 
Finance 

   As we approach the season of 
Advent, it is important that we as 
Lutherans take time to reflect on 
what God’s grace means for us. 
God’s grace is a free gift, we simply 
accept it. In response to God’s 
grace, it is only natural to want to 
give back.  
   Good stewardship is about giving 
of ourselves, our time, our talents, 
possessions. It is purposeful. So 
whether you choose to give by 
etransfer, automated deposit, 
cheque or money in the offering 
plate, or your time volunteering for 
the church using your talents, be 
sure that you are mindful in your 
giving.  
   Every year, when Christmas 
approaches, our community’s need 
for help increases, both for 
volunteers and financial resources. 
The Stewardship and Finance 
Committee asks that you consider 
these things when you consider 
how you can give back this Advent. 
The committee also thanks the 
congregation for its continued 
support.  
 
Submitted by Dallas Craven 
 
  

Learning Committee 
Even with the continued COVID 
restrictions, there is still much 
learning happening at Good 
Shepherd! 

• Sunday School continues to 

meet most Sundays @ 

9:30am for singing, Bible 

stories, and crafts. Though 

few in number, the children 

are engaged and growing! 

• Youth Class also meets most 

Sunday morning @9:30am. 

We have a committed core of 

young ladies who come 

together to talk about the 

Gospel lesson from the 

lectionary, eat Timbits, and 

pray together. Watch for 

information about a service 

project we are working on! 

• Confirmation meets twice a 

month, led by Pastor John.  

• The Youth Group has had a 

couple of fun events recently 

and is looking forward to 

more time getting to know 

each other.  

• The Ladies’ Bible Study 

continues to meet monthly. 

Check the congregational 

calendar for dates and times. 

• Pastor John’s online Bible 

study on the book of Hebrews 

continues on Thursday 

evenings through most of 

November.  

• Planning is underway for the 

season of Advent and 

Christmas events for the 

children.   

Property Committee 
You may have noticed that the 

cross at the top and North side of 

our church has lost a piece of 

cladding. I have looked into 

getting a roofing company to 

come out and take a look at it, 

determine the best way forward 

with the repair. The roofing 

companies are seem to be quite 

busy right now and it will be a 

few weeks before they can 

actually get here. 

I am looking to find another 

person or two who would be 

willing to join the property 

committee.  

Please let me know if you are 

willing to help out. 

Submitted by Ron Kunz 

 

 

Greetings! 
Ron and Donna Woodward, long-
time members of Good Shepherd, 
now in BC,  were in touch recently 
and asked that we pass along their 
greetings and good wishes. They 
have greatly appreciated being 
able to stay connected via the 
church Facebook page and the 

online services.  
 

Pastor John’s 
ZOOM Bible Study 

on the book of 

Hebrews 

Thursday Evenings,  
@ 7:30pm 

(excluding November 11th) 

 
Join in for a time of 

discussion and learning! 
ZOOM link and 

instructions will be sent 
out prior to each week’s 

meeting. 
 



  

Our Church Is A Busy Place! 
Did you know that at the moment we have EIGHT different groups that  
rent space in our church building for meetings, support groups, and music 
lessons on a weekly basis? This is a vital ministry for our congregation as a 
means of reaching out and serving our surrounding community, as well as 
helping the church budget through rental fees. Several of these groups 
meet with an expectation of anonymity, and we wish to honour that.  
If you need to be in the church, particularly in the basement, please check 
the congregational calendar or contact the church office to ensure that the 
areas you wish to be in aren’t already occupied. Thank you!! 

 

More Volunteer 
Opportunities at 
Good Shepherd 

 
Phone Callers – individuals to 
make weekly reminder calls 
to those on our volunteer 
schedule. This position is held 
by month. 
 
Sunday School Helpers – 
individuals to assist as an 
extra pair of eyes and hands 
in the Sunday School 
classroom. No previous 
experience or prep work 
required. Sign up for a week 
or two, as fits with your 
schedule.  
 
Sunday School Snack 
Providers – Can you follow a 
recipe to prep simple fun 
themed snacks for our 
Sunday School children? Sign 
up and take a recipe card that 
strikes your fancy! 
 

And a heartfelt  
“thank you”  

to all the numerous 
volunteers who make 
the many and varied 

ministries of  
Good Shepherd 

possible! 

Service (Social) Committee 
Mustard Seed – Winter Clothing Donation Drive: October 17 – November 
21, 2021 
Our Good Shepherd community does a great job of donating items for the 
guests of the Mustard Seed every fall. This year, we will focus on collecting 
their most urgently needed items: (All items for both men and women) 

- New, in the package, underwear  

- New, in the package, warm winter socks 

- New winter gloves 

We asked a representative of The Mustard Seed what was most needed, 
and the following par of their response really spoke to my heart… 
“Underwear – it’s not necessarily the most exciting thing to ask for, but the 
need for it is unparalleled. For folks who don’t have much more than the 
clothes on their back and maybe a small suitcase, the opportunity to have 
clean, new underwear is actually quite dignifying.”  Donations can be left in 
the narthex, in the Big Sock display. 
 
Christmas Initiatives – Watch for upcoming information about our annual 
Christmas projects, the Red Deer Christmas Bureau Giving Tree and the 
Christmas Hampers.  

 

Congregational Life Event Recap –  
The 2021 Congregational Life Event was organized by the Synod of Alberta 
and the Territories and held on ZOOM on Oct. 18. The program was fast 
moving and very interesting. In addition to time for worship and updates, 
three speakers gave us a lot to think about around the theme of 
“Embodying Christ”. These included Dr. Bill Harrison from the Lutheran 
Seminary in Saskatoon, Paul Kopjar from Camp Kuriakos, and Pastor Marty 
Tuer. As Christians we are called to act on behalf of Christ in the day to day 
of our lives. We are all human of course, but we also have so much to offer. 
Submitted by Ron Bjorge 



Financial Update  
 
 
 

Remember to  
“Fall Back” on 

Sunday November 7th! 
Or you’ll be very early to worship! 

Message from our Council Chair 
Annette sent this update on her recovery:  
“At the follow-up with the Neuro-surgeon in October 
we found out that all restrictions regarding lifting and 
movements are removed going forward. The surgeon 
was pleasantly surprised by my progress so far.  
We want to thank all for the many prayers, cards of 
encouragement, and thoughts send our way.” 
Annette will be on leave from her position as council 
chair until the end of the year. If there is something 
you need to bring to council, please contact Ron Kunz, 
Acting-Chairperson 

Bottles for Birthdays! 
For families who rely on our local food bank, a 

child’s birthday party can be a luxury outside of 
their budget.  

But everyone deserves to have a celebration! 
The Youth Sunday School Class will be collecting 

bottles and cans throughout the month of 
November to raise funds to put together  

Birthday-Parties-In-A-Bag! 
(cake mix, frosting, balloons, candles, etc). 

Please bring your bottles and cans to the church by 
November 28th.   

Our goal is to be able to put together at least 10 
birthday party bags! 

Contact Teri Craven for more info.  
 

Evangelism – Witness Committee 
Jesus said, ”Don’t let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God and trust in me.” John 14:1 
 
Our witness committee has been quiet, really 
quiet, patiently waiting for Covid to end. At this 
time of year, we would be finishing our fall 
supper and practicing for Prelude to Christmas. 
We would still enjoy coffee and fellowship after 
service. Probably something we are missing the 
most, I know I am.  
When we can finally enjoy coffee and a visit, we 
can again rejoice. It has been one of the items for 
discussion at our council meetings. Until then, we 
will tread lightly and patiently wait.  
 
Barbaranne Stickelmier 
Chairperson  
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Women 
The ladies group at our church is called Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Women, or GSLW. Each year in November we 
have an annual meeting to share in a devotion, 
dispense money we have accumulated throughout the 
year and make plans for a ladies Christmas event. This 
year, due to COVID, our donations from providing 
lunches was absent but we did get funds from the 
apple sales so we do have some money to give away. 
Usually we divide the accumulated funds to support a 
local project, a national project, and an international 
project. We will discuss the possibility of a Christmas 
event in this time of COVID. All health guidelines will be 
followed for our meeting. Please plan to attend and 
bring your ideas. 
~ Linda Bjorge 
 

GSLW Annual Meeting 
Monday November 29th @7pm 

 

Winter is Coming! 
Shane Cornelius, who maintains our building on a 
weekly basis, asks that we all remember to remove 
any wet and/or soiled shoes before we head 
downstairs. Salt and de-icer is hard on the flooring. 
There are mats and racks for outdoor footwear just 
inside the front doors. Also, Shane asks that he be 
the only one to spread salt on the sidewalks. He 
will monitor them and ensure they’re clear.  



 

Every second Thursday of the month, the Bishop’s Office hosts an on-
line learning opportunity and conversation via Zoom.  The hour-long 
Synod Connect will begin at noon and will include opening prayer, an 
introduction of the presenter, a 20-minute presentation, time for 
conversation and connection, and will end with a closing prayer.   
All are welcome to join. 
  

Date Presenter Topic To Register 

Previous presentations are  
available on the Synod  
YouTube channel 

  

Nov. 18 
Chaplain Mick 
MacIntyre 

Military Chaplaincy Register here 

Dec. 9 TBA ELFEC Register here 

 
Please consider joining, mark your calendar, and watch for updates in 
upcoming issues of Wednesday’s Word (ABT Synod Newsletter) and on 
the Synod website.  Registration will close at 10:00 AM that 
morning.  A zoom link will be forwarded to all registrants the morning 
of the presentation. You can use the links above or so go directly to the 
Synod Website. https://albertasynod.ca 

 

 

Vulnerable People 
Checks 

 
As a faith community, and as a part 
of the larger community around us,  
we have an obligation to protect 
the most vulnerable. To that end, 
any person who volunteers in a 
position at Good Shepherd that 
puts them in contact with our 
children, our senior citizens, and 
others is asked to please have a 
current police check on file with 
the office. Given the COVID shut 
down, most previous checks have 
expired. Please contact the office 
for further direction on how to get 
this paperwork submitted.  

The Youth of Good Shepherd have had a great time in 
October, enjoying a couple of events. A hike around 
Crimson Lake in early October, and a hike around a 
corn maze in the dark, with goats and chickens and 
donkeys and geese, and one sow all yelling in the 

background (Lacombe Corn Maze).  
 

No animals were harmed in the making of 
these two events, and no youth were lost 

either. 
 

If you are a “youth” and you’re reading this but 
haven’t been at either of these fun events, not to 

worry…there are more events coming up. The parent 
planning group will be getting together soon to plan 

and put a date on a couple more events for 
November! All youth Confirmation age and up are 

welcome! You’ll be hearing from us. 

 

Church Facility Reminders 
Other than Sunday mornings, the front door is to 
be kept locked at all times. In the colder weather 
we have had folks ‘accidentally’ wander in when 
the door is propped open or left unlocked. Often 
there are only one or two staff members in the 
building, so this is a security concern. If you are 

the last to leave, please remember to ensure that 
all lights are off, that windows and doors are 

closed and locked (particularly the narthex doors 
and the one at the bottom of the stairs).  

 



Financial Update September 30, 2021 

As at September 30th our bank balance is $80094.81, We also hold $24,736.02 in savings. We ran a 

substantial deficit in September and continue to have a large YTD deficit. We thank you for your 

continued financial support and ask you to consider and keep in your prayers, the work of our church. 

 Income 
  Facility Rental           884 
  Designated Offerings       9,774 
  Envelope                   135,114 
  Loose & miscellaneous           
  AB Reopening grant        5,000          
  TOTAL                                  $ 150,895 

 Expenses 

  Learning              94 
  Mutual Ministry                  116,449  
  Service         1,275 
  Witness and Evangelism          247 
  Property                      30,640 

Stewardship and Finance 
   Benevolence                   14,400 
   Designated      7,764 
   Office       3,340 
   Insurance                     7,515 
   Worship       5,045 
  TOTAL                    $ 188,668 
 Income less Expense                   $ - 37,773 
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Rejoice and Be Glad 

Psalm 118:24 
Learn, laugh, and be renewed. Enjoy a weekend of friends and hospitality in God's great 

creation. 
 

Laughter, a wonderful gift from God, has many physical and mental benefits. Laughter reduces 
blood pressure, improves academic performance, triggers the release of endorphins, and 

increases blood oxygen levels.  
 

Kendra, Camp Kuriakos’ Program Director, and her mom, Susan, will lead us in laughter 
exercises, learnings around joy, worship, and devotions. 

 
As always, there will be great food, opportunities to connect and relax, singing, fun, and crisp 

fall days at camp. And feel free to bring your own 
mother/daughter/grandma/granddaughter/mother-in-law/step-

mother/aunt/niece/neighbour/friend, too! 
 

This year, our retreat has been generously supported by the ELCIC's Women of Faith Fund. 
Registration fees are reduced from our regular rate, and offset by this grant.  

Can't get away? Contact us if you're interested in Zooming in! 
Register at www.kuriakos.ab.ca/registration  


