
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

shopping, decorating, singing 

Christmas carols, and readying the 

pantry and fridge for the family 

celebration. Santa plays big in whole 

scheme of things. In the end, little 

enough is made of the soul’s 

preparation, the quieter listening for 

the voice of one crying from the 

wilderness. Santa looks a whole lot 

more inviting than the image of a 

John the Baptist coming from wilder-

ness isolation, dressed in camel hair, 

calling for people to repent and get 

ready for the coming of Messiah. 

    Advent is created to hold us in 

silence, to wait and to listen, to call 

us to honest reflection about what it 

means to wait and to invite Christ in, 

as if we are the new stable to which a 

troubled Mary and Joseph must go.  

    Dietrich Bonhoeffer once wrote 

from a Nazi prison cell, “Life in a 
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Blessed Advent. Merry Christmas. 

Happy New Year (both church year 

and secular year). 

    Advent marks the beginning of a 

new church year. We shall have 

already begun the new church 

year by the time November comes 

to an end. For most, we’re not 

always sure what to do with 

Advent. It becomes a simple time 

of preparing for the much bigger 

celebration of Christmas, kind of 

the “…oh, by the way” season of 

the church year. Originally it was a 

time of penitent preparation. Our 

modern people seem to have 

pushed that aside with a different 

(and more secular) time of Continued on pg. 2 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Territorial Land 
Acknowledgement 

 

We acknowledge that we 
gather on Treaty Six 
territory to the North of 
the Red Deer River and 
Treaty Seven territory to 
the South of the Red 
Deer River.  
 We acknowledge the 
many First Nations, 
Metis, and Inuit foot- 
steps that have marked 
these lands for centuries 
and whose respectful 
steward-ship have 
enabled us all to enjoy 
the riches of the 
Creator’s blessings.  

prison cell reminds me a great deal 

of Advent – one waits and hopes 

and putters about, but in the end 

what we do is of little consequence, 

for the door is shut, and it can only 

be opened from outside.” (from  

“Letters and Papers From Prison”). 

    So we wait for the hand that 

opens to door and redeems (the 

Greek word “redeem” means to set 

a slave or prisoner free, to 

“emancipate”). In the middle of all 

the other goings on and prepara-

tions and the loud joy that so often 

marks the season, why not add 

your own slow, quiet and deliberate 

building up of joy, moving through 

your Advent with ever increasing 

expectation of the coming of the 

Messiah. There may be no need to 

decry and push away everything 

secular, but add the most important 

voice from the wilderness crying 

out “Prepare the way of the Lord” 

and make a straight path directly to 

your heart and spirit. 

    Christmas, on the other hand is 

like (and borrowing Bonhoeffer’s 

metaphor) the door to the prison If you or a loved one is 
hospitalized or wish a 
visit from Pastor John, 

please contact the 
church office. With 
COVID restrictions 

easing, hospital and 
care home visitation is 

still by invitation. If 
you would like special 

prayer or to be 
included in the 

intercessory prayers, 
ask to speak to Pastor 

John. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Worship 

December 24th @ 7pm 

Because this is usually our most-attended service of the year, and 
due to COVID concerns, we ask that all who are planning to 

worship in person please pre-register with the church office 
by noon on Wednesday, December 22nd. We do ask that all 

attendees mask and observe distancing protocols. Communion 
will not be served at this service. The service will also be live-
streamed. 

bursting open. God purely busts 

that ancient barrier between our 

world and heaven apart and 

opens the way to life for us. 

Jesus is born! Alleluia! This is a 

season for open, joyful, heart-

accelerating celebrating. This is 

for joy, hope, love, peace, light 

shining in the darkness celebra-

tions. If Advent is a road sign 

pointing to someone else, then 

Christmas is the thing that is 

pointed to and Christ is the 

someone. Enjoy in the best way 

you can and welcome Christ 

anew each and every Christmas. 

    Finally, from myself, Karen and 

our sons, Jesse and Jacob, 

blessed Advent and a Merry 

Christmas to all of you. May you 

be richly blessed. Then may your 

New Year (the secular year…) 

bring new joys and blessings as 

well.  

Peace,      

Pastor John 

 



 
 
 
 
  

A Word From Pastor 
Prema - Assistant to 
 the Bishop  
Dear friends and family in ɫChrist-- 
  In the reading from Luke for the first 
Sunday in Advent, we are confronted 
with a portion of Luke’s apocalypse. It 
is a reading where Jesus offers up 
images that we associate with the 
end. Perhaps it is the end as it per-
tained to the Jerusalem temple. Or 
maybe Christ’s words were meant in a 
more far-reaching sense, pointing to 
the end of all things. We have often 
read these words in such a way. It is 
hard not to. These words speak of the 
Son of Man coming upon a cloud and 
of creation itself showing signs of the 
coming of the end. We can get so 
caught up looking for what is coming, 
at watching for the signs of this final 
time, that we don’t hear the good 
news. 
   And, yes, there is good news, even 
though it seems overshadowed by 
these visions of rapture that dance 
through our heads. There is good 
news, even as Jesus warns us to hold 
fast against what is coming.  The good 
news is this. The kingdom of God is 
near or in some translations, at hand. 
Now, that could be read as part of the 
foreboding nature of this text. The 
Kingdom of God is near? Yikes, I 
better shape up. God will be here 
soon. But it is also good news. The 
kingdom of God is near. God will soon 
usher in God’s kingdom and will make 
everything right. 
   But I will offer to you another 
thought on the word “near”. The 
word in this context is the Greek 
eggus, which can mean nearby, both 
in time and in position. The Kingdom 
of God approaches and will soon be 
here. But another use of the word is 
to indicate nearness as a way of 

accessing God. The Jews, for 
example, were near to God. God was 
their God, and they were God’s 
people. The nearness wasn’t about 
God soon arriving. It was about 
having God close at hand, able to be 
accessed. Israel saw their relationship 
with God in such a way. God wasn’t 
distant. God wouldn’t show up one 
day. God was with them already. 
   This understanding situates itself 
well with the story of the Israelites all 
through their history. God was not a 
distant God to them. God was a war-
rior, who fought for them. God was 
the one who helped Moses split open 
a sea or gave David the power to 
overcome Goliath. God brought the 
people together as a nation and God, 
they believed, abided in the temple. 
That was where God was to be 

found. That was the centre of all 
things. 
   Now, we might not agree with 
their cosmology, or the idea of God 
being limited to the temple in any 
way, but there is something so intri-
guing and beautiful about God being 
near like that, as near as a family 
member or friend. One to reach out 
to and take comfort in and gain 
strength from. We might not think of 
God that way but consider that this 
was the same God who came down 
in the person of Christ, God incar-
nate, to walk amongst God’s people. 
Jesus lived and ate and wept and 
laughed and healed and taught and 
slept and died right along with us. He 
was as near to his disciples as I am 

The kingdom is 
near and so we 

can go on. 

when I sit with my family at the 
end of the evening. He was near 
and he loved them, and they loved 
him. 
The nearness of God does not stop 
there. Even after Jesus departed 
again from his disciples, he gifted 
the Holy Spirit to the disciples and 
to the world. That is the Spirit who 
sustains us and guides us and who 
knows us more than we know 
ourselves. That is the nearness of 
the Spirit. As near to us as our own 
flesh. 
   To say that God’s kingdom is 
near is to say that God is present in 
our lives. To say the kingdom is 
near is to say that even as we 
struggle with the realities of a 
harsh world, that seem only to get 
darker with the passing of time, 
God’s kingdom is still near. We 
may wonder what can stand 
against such anger and hate, and 
yet the answer is as close as the 
Spirit. God can. God’s kingdom, 
which we are called to serve, is 
that light which represents the 
very best that we can be, inspired 
and empowered to be such by the 
Spirit. The kingdom, which stands 
for mercy and hope, love and 
forgiveness, service and 
community, stands firmly opposed 
to the darkness all around us and it 
is near. As close to us as our own 
skin. It just has not been fully 
realized yet. But what a hope we 
have, knowing it is there. By 
knowing that, we can stand strong, 
because God is with us. We can 
persevere because the Spirit 
sustains us. The kingdom is near 
and so we can go on. 
   I can’t think of a better way to 
start Advent. The Kingdom of God 
is near. God holds us fast. God, in 

Continued on pg 12  
 



 
  

Notes From 
Nadine 

There's a song by the Canadian band 
'downhere' called 'How Many Kings' 
(released 2008). Different from 
current attitudes of entitlement / 
forcing your way / 'I'm right!' etc., 
the lyrics refer to the Philippians 2 
attitude of Christ, who 'made 
himself nothing, taking on the very 
nature of a servant'. Food for 
thought at this Advent (waiting / 
anticipating / longing for what's 
coming) season: 

'Follow the star to a place 
unexpected, 

Would you believe, after all we've 
projected, 

A child in a manger? 
Lowly and small, the weakest of all, 

Unlikeliest hero, wrapped in his 
mother's shawl, 

Just a child 
Is this who we've waited for?' 

 
'Cause how many kings step down 

from their thrones 
How many lords have abandoned 

their homes? 
How many greats have become the 

least for me? 
And how many gods have poured 

out their hearts 
To romance a world that is torn all 

apart? 
How many fathers gave up their 

sons for me?' (for you).... 
    I'm reading an intriguing book of 
short biographies of the British 
Monarchs from William the 
Conqueror to today. So far I'm at 
Anne in the 1700's. I have to say 
that - like many of the ancient kings 
of Israel - relatively few so far 

exhibited Godly governance, 
wisdom, humility, charity, and 
honorable moral fibre. It all indicates 
to me how very important it is to 
pray for our leaders today, whether 
in politics, business, education, 
church, entertainment and the arts, 
sports, 'royalty', etc. Those in 
positions of great influence are 
vulnerable to many temptations, 
and have a deeply lasting effect, one 
way or another. 
     But we have a heavenly King who 
laid aside all of His glory by right to 
reach down to us helpless, broken 
sinners, and LIFT US UP. He came in 
the vulnerable form of a babe, just 
as we do. His advent, His life, 
ministry and death were predicted 
hundreds of years before He 
'arrived'. 
    With such a testimony of God's 
incredible love for us, let us bow our 
hearts and minds in worship each 
day this season, remembering with 
awe and gratitude that 'We are the 
Reason' (song by David Meece) He 
came, He suffered, and died. 'To a 
world that was lost He gave all He 
could give, to show us the reason to 
live.' (Meece) 
    With love and thanks for each of 
you, and bountiful blessings to you 
at this special time of year, 
 
Nadine 
Worship and Music Director 
 

Your Council Members 
 

Executive:  
Chair: Annette Suominen 
Vice Chair: Ron Kunz 
Treasurer: Paul Erlandson 
Secretary: Renate Scheelar 

 
Committees:  

Worship 
Greg Neiman 

Learning 
*VACANT 

Witness (Evangelism) 
Barbaranne Stickelmier 

Stewardship & Finance  
Dallas Craven 

Service (Social Ministry) 
 Ron Bjorge 
Youth 

*VACANT 
Mutual Ministry 

Ron Bjorge 
Property Management 

Ron Kunz 
Financial Recording 
Secretary 

Dallas Craven 
 
*VACANT positions will be 
appointed for a one year 
term.  

 

Please contact Annette 
Suominen to learn how 
you can help serve the 
ministries of Good 
Shepherd. 



 
    There's barely any snow on the 

ground but we're already thinking of 
Christmas. Last year Covid made 
Christmas celebrations a very quiet 
affair, but this year, plans are getting 
much closer to our traditional way of 
celebrating.  
  We will be celebrating on Christmas 
Eve with two services once again. At 
3 p.m., there will be an informal 
children's and family service, where 
our store of costumes will be brought 
out, and children will be able to pick 
out something they'd like to be in our 
little "pageant." Then we will all 
together act out the Christmas story 
in words, actions and song. All 
youngsters are welcome to take part 
and we may be recruiting a few 
adults to assist, making sure our 
angels, shepherds, wise people and 
sheep come up for their part of the 
story, along with all the Marys and 

Worship Committee 
 

Josephs who wish to take part. 
   Later, at 7 p.m. we will cele-
brate our more traditional 
Christmas Eve service. Due to 
Covid concerns, and the number 
of extended families and visitors 
who we expect will be arriving for 
that service, we will not be 
including a communion service 
into this celebration. As well, we 
will be requesting a "pre-
registration" from families who 
intend to come. In the past, our 
sanctuary has been literally 
packed for this service, but our 
Covid capacity is just over 100 
people attending. We don't wish 
to turn anyone away at this time, 
and we expect to add some 
seating in the narthex, but we do 
need to keep everyone safe. 
   On that, at a meeting held after 
service on Sunday, service 
volunteers agreed we need to 
rearrange our pews so that we 

can make maximum use of our 
space in the sanctuary. There will be 
a work bee soon, arranging the 
rows of pews so that every row can 
be used, while still maintaining 
distance between family groups. It's 
good news we need to do this, as 
attendance has been building again 
at services. Hopefully this will make 
it easier to find spaces for all as we 
begin to approach our maximum 
allowed seating capacity. 
  We look forward to celebrating the 
birth of our Saviour Jesus, and we 
look forward to welcoming a "full 
house" as safely as we possibly can. 
Submitted by Greg Neiman 

 

Service (Social) Committee 
Christmas Hampers. We hope to be able to help make this Christmas season a little more joyful for as many as we 

can. Our Christmas Hamper project is streamlined again this year to fit the circumstances; People of Good Shepherd, 

please consider if and how you can be a part of it.  

* To refer a family (which might be your own), a family member, a friend or a neighbour who would benefit from a 

hamper, call Jeanette Page, 403-782-3205 or email thepages@telusplanet.net All referrals kept strictly confidential.                                                 

* Donation options - Purchase a frozen meat item: turkey, chicken or ham.  And/or Purchase a gift card or cards in 

the amount of $25 each at Walmart or any grocery store. Cash donations are also gratefully accepted and will be 

turned into $25 gift cards. Individual cards in this amount will be easier to divide fairly among recipients.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

* To make your donation of one or both of the above, contact Donna Rodatz  at 403-505-5859 or email 

darodatz@shaw.ca                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Last day to donate is Sunday, December 19. Hampers will be assembled and delivered starting Monday December 

20.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Food Bank Sunday -  Donations have been generous and are greatly appreciated. Next Food Bank Sunday is Dec. 5th. 
COLLECTING STAMPS - Christmas cards in the mail from friends and family will start arriving soon. Please remember 
to save your stamps and put them in the box marked STAMPS on the top shelf near the nursery. Cut the stamp (with 
the postmark if possible) off the envelope leaving ¼ inch border around it. Collect stamps on white or light coloured 
envelopes, not brown industrial envelopes. Put your stamps in a Ziploc bag and deposit in the box. We are saving up 
for a delivery to the Canadian Bible Society early in 2022.   Thanks!                            
 
 



 
  

 

Prayer Chain 
Please pray for those in our 
congregation who are sick, recovering 
from surgery, taking care of others, 
dealing with COVID, or grieving over 
losses.  
 
Pray for those affected and displaced  
by the recent flooding in BC and for 
all those who are impacted by natural 
disasters around the world. 
 
Pray for all those who will be 
traveling during this holiday season. 
Pray for them to remain safe and 
healthy as they journey to be with 
loved ones.  
 
Pray for those who find this time of 
year difficult… those who live isolated 
or alone, those who are experiencing 
their first Christmas without a 
beloved family member or friend, 
those who struggle to make ends 
meet, and those without shelter. 
 
Pray for those who welcome the 
stranger… foster parents, workers in 
shelters and halfway homes, and 
social workers. Pray that we may all 
find room in our hearts to see the 
Christ child in all our neighbours.  
 
Pray for those frontline retail staff 
who are dealing with the triple-
whammy of the busy Christmas 
season, COVID protocols, and supply 
chain difficulties.  
 
And in all things, pray the prayer that 
never fails… THY WILL BE DONE! 
 

Cultural Awareness 
 CBC Interview with Justice Murray 
Sinclair: Next Steps for Truth and 
Reconciliation  
 
In a radio interview with host 
Rosanna Deerchild, former senator 
and TRC head Murray Sinclair 
reflects on our journey to recon-
ciliation. Justice Sinclair offers 
insightful reflection and raises 
important questions. To listen to 
the interview in the episode 
of Unreserved, please go to:  
                                                                                                     
www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/natio
nal-day-for-truth-and-reconciliation-
is-1- step-on-a-long-journey-says-
murray-sinclair-1.6184561 
 
Submitted by Jeanette Page 
     

 

 

 

Big Sock Wrap-up 

All items donated to the Big Sock 

were sorted, counted and taken to 

The Mustard Seed this past week. 

Thank you members of Good 

Shepherd for your very generous 

support in donations of prayer 

and winter wear items. Boxes 

filled with new items; 297 pairs of 

men’s and women’s socks, 173 

pairs of  men’s and women’s 

underwear, 11 pairs of gloves and 

12 items of headwear were 

gratefully received by workers at 

The Seed who will make them 

available to their guests.  Thank 

you to everyone involved in this 

Service Ministry project. 

 

 
 

Children’s Christmas Eve Service 
December 24th @ 3pm 

Families with young children and those young at heart are invited to join 
in a relaxed Christmas Eve service at 3pm on December 24th. We will tell 
the Christmas story together… IN COSTUME!!... and sing carols. While not 
a strictly traditional Christmas pageant, this is a meaningful and fun way 
for our younger members to experience the wonder of the story of 

  
  
 

 Pastoral Acts 
In November Pastor John presided 

over the memorial service  for 
Brendalee Kirschenman 

Christ’s birth in a family-friendly environment, 
and without the distraction of wondering if a 
certain jolly Christmas celebrity is on his way! 
As with all congregational events, we do ask 
that all come masked and we will maintain 
safe distancing. There may even be some little 
surprises! Pre-registration is NOT required for 
this event.  



 Stewardship and 
Finance 

    As we approach the new church 

year, it’s always a good time to re-

evaluate how we as individuals 

contribute to our community here 

at Good Shepherd. 

    October of this year actually 

serves as a good measure of how 

our congregation does on a monthly 

basis as we did not have any 

unusual expenses, and no big 

events that usually bring in more 

donations. As it was we were short 

of meeting our regular expenses.  

    That in itself isn’t great news, and 

we are not in any immediate 

financial danger, but I think we 

would like to be in a position we are 

not merely paying the bills but 

actually going beyond that and 

being able to support causes that 

reach out to our larger community. 

    So the Stewardship & Finance 

committee asks the congregation to 

once again consider us in your 

giving, not just for the big season 

coming up, but all year round, so 

that we can better meet our 

mission of being a community firmly 

rooted in Christ.  

Thank you. – Dallas Craven 

 

 
 
  

 

 
 

 Property 
Committee 

    First I would like to say thanks! 
After my request to the congre-
gation on November 7th during our 
Community Announcements I had 
two individuals contact me about 
repairing the cladding on the cross 
on the top of our church.  
    There are a few maintenance/ 
repair jobs that should be looked 
after in the church they include; 
steam cleaning the narthex, and 
steam cleaning the alter steps. I 
thought that renting a couple of 
steam cleaning machines and 
getting 4 people together for a few 
hours would get it done. Please 
email me at 
rondave62@gmail.com if you are 
willing and able to help.  
    I would like to try and find cost 
effective ways to tackle as many of 
the jobs as possible, there are of 
course tasks which will require 
professional outside help to 
complete. I am hoping we can get 
to most of the inside jobs during 
the winter, and then get to the 
outside tasks in the spring and 
summer.  
Thanks - Ron Kunz 
 

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Women 

All ladies are invited to a Christmas 
Social on Tuesday December 7 at 
6:30 downstairs in the church. This 
will be a Covid friendly event with 
social distancing. We will probably 
remain seated for the singing of 
carols. Coffee, tea and punch will be 
provided and if you want to bring 
goodies to share, please wrap in 
individual portions.  This will be an 
opportunity to meet your Prayer 
Sister from last year and bring a 
small gift or card for her. For those 
who want to be a part of the Prayer 
Sister program, we will pick a new 
Prayer Sister for the coming year. It 
is NOT a re-quirement to be a 
Prayer Sister to attend this event. If 
you would like to be a Prayer Sister 
and cannot attend this event, 
please contact the church office by 
December 13 and a Prayer Sister 
will be given to you. A Prayer Sister 
is someone you pray for and may 
remember her on special occasions 
(like her birthday), with a card. Your 
identity as someone’s Prayer Sister 
is kept secret until the next 
Christmas social. Please plan to 
attend and enjoy fellowship with 
our wonderful ladies of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church.  
Submitted by Linda Bjorge 
 
  
 

 Our Church Is A Busy Place! 
Did you know that at the moment we have EIGHT different groups that rent space in our church building for 
meetings, support groups and music lessons on a weekly basis? And this number is going to increase in the new 
year! This is a vital ministry for our congregation as a means of reaching out and serving our surrounding 
community, as well as helping with the church budget through rental fees. Several of these groups meet with the 
expectation of anonymity, and we wish to honour that. If you need to be in the church, particularly the basement, 
please check the congregational calendar or contact the church office to ensure that the areas you wish to be in 
aren’t already occupied. Thank you!! 
 



  Bits & Pieces From The Church Office 
Weekly Emails: The office sends out weekly emails with the link to the online 

worship service and community announcements. Cut off to be included in the 
weekly announcements email is noon on Thursday.  

 

Contact Information…..Have you moved?  Cancelled your landline?  

Got a new cell phone number or changed your email address?  Let us know so 
we can update our records. Thank you! 
 

2022 Offering Envelopes: If you will be in need of offering envelopes for 

2022, please contact the office. We encourage you to use up any ‘leftover’ 
envelopes by simply blacking out the old date and marking them with the 
current date. 
 

Important dates: The church office will be closed December 24, 27, and 31. 

January newsletter items are due on December 20th. 
 

Monthly Congregational Calendars: For those who read the newsletter 

online, but would like to have a copy of the calendar and volunteer schedule,  
printed copies are available in the narthex. 
 
Where to find Good Shepherd online: 
Website: https://www.goodshepherdlutheranrd.ca/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/277991775631450/ 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJBg3reFTupyzn5oS-kCgow 
Alberta Synod Website: https://albertasynod.ca/ 
 

Winter is upon us! Shane Corneilius, who maintains our building on a weekly 

basis, asks that we all remember to remove any wet and/or soiled shoes before 
we head downstairs. Salt and de-icer is hard on the flooring. There are mats and 
racks for outdoor footwear just inside the front doors. Also, Shane asks that he 
be the only one to spread salt on the sidewalks. He will monitor their condition 
and ensure they’re clear.  
 
 
 Church Facility Reminders 

Other than Sunday mornings, the front door is to be kept locked at all 
times. In the colder weather we have had folks ‘accidentally’ wander in 
when the door is propped open or left unlocked. Often there are only one 
or two staff members in the building so this is a security and safety 
concern. If you are the last to leave please ensure that all lights are off, 
that windows and doors are closed securely and locked (particularly the 
narthex doors and the one at the bottom of the stairs). When locking the 
front door, please make sure the allan-key lock is fully engaged.  

 

 

 

More Volunteer 
Opportunities at 
Good Shepherd 

 
Ushers – individuals to help 
primarily with directing traffic 
in the sanctuary for commun-
ion and counting attendance. 
Training will be provided. 
 
Property – folks to assist with 
small maintenance jobs 
around the church. See the 
Property Committee Report 
for more details.  
 
Phone Callers – individuals to 
make weekly reminder calls 
to those on our volunteer 
schedule. This position is held 
by month. 
 
Sunday School Helpers & 
Snack Providers – individuals 
to assist as an extra pair of 
eyes and hands in the Sunday 
School classroom and to 
provide easy themed snacks.  

 
And a heartfelt 
“thank you”  

to all who help make 
the many and varied 

ministries of  
Good Shepherd 

possible! 

 



 

 

December 4th @ 1-4pm 

Youth Babysitting Fundraiser 
Frazzled with Christmas preparations? Haven’t been 

able to get the tree set up with little ones underfoot? 

Just in need of a quiet house for an afternoon?  

The Good Shepherd Youth are here to help you out!   

Bring your little ones to the church for a few hours to 

fun with our Youth Group! 

Freewill Offering 

 

December 17th @ 6pm 

Youth/Confirmation Christmas 

Party 
Come join us for a fun evening of food, a movie, and 

holiday festivities! 

Supper will be provided.  

Is there something around your house that you know is 

soon heading to the thrift store or donation bin?  

Wrap it up and bring it for our  

$0 Re-Gifting White Elephant Gift Exchange 
 
 
 

Evangelism – Witness 
Committee 

““O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, it 
is the night of the dear Savior’s birth!” 
As we embrace yet another Christmas season I 
wrote this short story, as we remember,” tis the 
season of giving, hope and gratitude. “ 
I remember the day vividly, the day my mom 
said, “Ryley we need to do something different 
this year for Christmas”. “I see your piggy bank is 
looking pretty full and I think we need to donate 
to the Salvation Army.”   What was she thinking? 
My ten year old brain, just couldn’t register 
giving my money away, not spending it on 
something I wanted. No way…… She continued to 
explain,” it is better to give than to receive. 
Remember, learning that in Sunday School that 
we are to help those in need.” I couldn’t argue 
that one, I knew she was right, but giving away 
my money too much. “You know the Salvation 
Army has been helping those in need for many 
years. Some people just need a helping hand 
whether its food, clothing or counselling for a 
better life.  And you know all those volunteers 
who ring the bell at store doorway in -20 
weather, they are also giving of their time. 
““Come on let’s go.”” If you donate one third of 
your piggy bank, then the rest can be used for a 
small gift for your sister.” Off we went. Yes, it 
was one of those -20 days, but their stood the 
faithful bell ringer.  Into the kettle went all my 
saved coins and at that moment I understood the 
real meaning of Christmas, giving to the less 
fortunate.  The bell ringer expressed gratitude for 
my donation and I thanked him for his service.  
Now, as an adult, I am a Salvation Army bell 
ringer, even when its -20. I will always remember 
the day my mother taught me it is better to give 
than receive.   
Greeting from the Witness committee, Merry 
Christmas everyone!  The best in 2022! 
 
Barbaranne Stickelmier - Chairperson  
 
 

Mutual Ministry Committee 
The committee met individually with the church staff 
members Darlene, Teri, and Nadine to discuss their 

work, exchange information, and show support. These 
were very excellent meetings. 

Submitted by Ron Bjorge 



Financial Update October 31, 2021 
 

As at October 31st our bank balance is $80099.67 and also hold $24,736.02 in savings. We ran a 
small deficit in October and continue with large YTD deficit. Historically we have had big giving at 
year end so we thank you for your continued financial support and ask you to consider and keep 
in your prayers, the work of our church. 

  
Income 

  Facility Rental        1,389 
  Designated Offerings     12,349 
  Envelope                   151,754 
  Loose & miscellaneous           
  AB Reopening grant        5,000          
  TOTAL                                  $ 170,655 

 Expenses 
  Learning            162 
  Mutual Ministry                  129,167  
  Service         1,275 
  Witness and Evangelism          247 
  Property                      34,086 

Stewardship and Finance 
   Benevolence                   16,000 
   Designated    11,369 
   Office       3,897 
   Insurance                     7,515 
   Worship       6,405 
  TOTAL                    $ 211,414 
 Income less Expense                   $ - 40,414 
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Every second Thursday of the month, the Bishop’s Office hosts an on-line 
learning opportunity and conversation via Zoom.  The hour-long Synod 
Connect will begin at noon and will include opening prayer, an 
introduction of the presenter, a 20-minute presentation, time for 
conversation and connection, and will end with a closing prayer.   
All are welcome to join. 
  

Date Presenter Topic To Register 

Previous presentations are  
available on the Synod  
YouTube channel 

  

Dec. 9 TBA ELFEC Register here. 

Jan. 13 
Rev. Dr. James 
Hendricksen 

Preaching in a 
Pandemic: Online 
Worship During a 
Lockdown 

Register here. 

Please consider joining, mark your calendar, and watch for updates in 
upcoming issues of Wednesday’s Word (ABT Synod Newsletter) and on 
the Synod website.  Registration will close at 10:00 AM that morning.  A 
zoom link will be forwarded to all registrants the morning of the 
presentation. You can use the links above or so go directly to the Synod 
Website. https://albertasynod.ca 

 

 
 

Vulnerable People 
Checks 

 
As a faith community, and as a part 
of the larger community around us,  
we have an obligation to protect 
the most vulnerable. To that end, 
any person who volunteers in a 
position at Good Shepherd that 
puts them in contact with our 
children, our senior citizens, and 
others is asked to please have a 
current police check on file with 
the office. Given the COVID shut 
down, most previous checks have 
expired. Please contact the office 
for further direction on how to get 
this paperwork submitted.  

 

Red Deer Christmas Bureau 

Giving Tree 
Help give a brighter Christmas to the  

children of Red Deer! Please take a  

tag off the tree in the narthex, purchase a gift for a 

girl (Raggedy Ann) or boy (Raggedy Andy) and 

return the gift, unwrapped with the tag attached, 

to the church by December 12th or to any 

Christmas Bureau drop off points around Red 

Deer. The Christmas Bureau has indicated that 

they regularly have a shortage of gifts for children 

aged 7-9. Some recommended items are blankets, 

remote controlled cars, Nerf toys, scooters, Hot 

Wheels, musical instruments, craft kits, head- 

phones, PJs, gaming accessories, balls,  Star Wars 

Toys, science/STEM toys, hair-brush 

kits, and hair dryers. You can also drop 

your gift off at the Christmas 

Bureau prior to Dec. 21st.  

 

 Ladies Wednesday 
Evening Bible Study 

 
The Ladies Bible Study will be on  

Wednesday, December 1st @ 6:30pm  
in the church basement led by  

Mim Kunz 
Topic will be “Prayer & Relaxation” 

All Ladies are invited!  
 
 



 
  

  Central Alberta Pregnancy Care Center 

Giving Guide – 2021 

 
The CAPCC’s vision is to be known and embraced 
by our community as a Centre that extends grace, 
provides education, and ongoing compassionate 
support before, during, and after pregnancy. Their 
programs and services are free*, confidential, and 
are offered in a safe and non-judgmental environ-
ment regardless of age, gender, race, or religion. 
They currently have Centres in Red Deer, Olds, 
Rocky Mountain House, Drumheller, and 
Stettler. To fund these services, they rely primarily 
on private donations.  
    This Christmas season, they have put together a 
list of suggested donations and how they might be 
used.  
$25 can provide necessities like diapers, wipes, and 
formula.  
$50 can provide pregnancy options support or male 
mentorship.  
$150 can provide one-on-one prenatal classes for 
their clients.  
$500 can provide support for past sexual 
abuse/trauma & post-abortion counselling and 
recovery 
 
For more information  please go to: 
www.pregnancycare.ca/giving-guide 

 
 
 

 CLWR – Gifts From The Heart 
   Do you have someone on your Christmas list that is 
impossible to shop for? Rather than giving the usual 
chotchkies or sweater, why not give a gift in their name 
that makes a lasting impact on the life of another?  
   Gifts from the Heart provides a wide selection of 
varying gifts at every price point and for many 
vulnerable communities around the world. Buy a 
garden’s worth of seed & tools, a pair of goats, dialysis 
for a child, water purification devices, feminine hygiene 
dignity kits, blankets, or support mobile clinics. There is 
also a selection of gifts that are matched up to 4x with 
the help of corporate sponsorships, as well as a 
collection of gifts appropriate for children.  
 

 
 
For more information please go to: 
www.clwr.org/news-events/gifts-heart-now-available 

 

Continued from pg 3 – Pastor Prema’s December message 
Christ, came once to a manger in Bethlehem and the Holy was given flesh. 
The Christ will come again and then that which is near but not yet fully 
realized, will be in all its glory and the world, finally, will be made right.  
  During this Advent, may you know the nearness of God, now and 
throughout your days. May it give you hope. 
Blessing and Peace in ɫChrist,  
Rev. Prema 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called the 
children of God; and that is what we are. 

1 John 3:1 



 

The following special appeal is being forwarded for your consideration from the Synod office. 

 
   
        

  

November 19, 2021 

 

Massive floods and landslides have devastated parts of British Columbia, destroying 

roads and leaving several mountain towns isolated.  At least three people are 

missing, some 18,000 people are displaced and authorities expect death tolls to rise. 

 

CLWR invites you to pray for the people of British Columbia, and to consider making 

a gift to support recovery efforts.  As we move to quickly identify partners well-

positioned to respond effectively, your gift will provide emergency support and 

hope for recovery. 

 

CLWR is accepting donations now on its website at  clwr.org/BCfloods.  Donations 

can also be made by phoning our office at 1.800.661.2597 (Monday to Thursday, 

9:00 - 16:00 CDT) or by mailing a cheque to 600-177 Lombard Avenue, Winnipeg 

MB R3B 0W5. 

 

Thank you for responding in love to this emergency. 

 

Blessings,  

Karin Achtelstetter - Executive Director 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief 

 

CLWR is a member of: 

 
   

 

 

 



  
  

Sunday Scriptures –  December 2021 
December 5 – 
Second Sunday 
in Advent 

Mal 3:1-4 
 

Luke 
1:68-79 

Phil. 1:3-
11 

Luke 
3:1-6 

December 12 – 
Third Sunday in 
Advent 

Zeph. 
3:14-20 

Isa. 12:2-
6 

Phil. 4:4-
7 

Luke 
3:7-18 

December 19 – 
Fourth Sunday 
in Advent 

Micah 
5:2-5a 

Luke 
1:46b-55 
Or 
Ps 80:1-7 

Heb. 
10:5-10 

Luke 
1:39-45 
[46-55] 

Dec. 24 & Dec.  
25 
Christmas Eve 
& Christmas 
Day 

Isa. 9:2-7 
& 
Isa. 52:1-
10 

Psalm 96 
& 
Psalm 98 

Titus 
2:11-14 
& 
Hebrews 
1:1-4 

Luke 
2:1-14 
& 
John 
1:1-14 

December 26 – 
First Sunday of 
Christmas 

1 Sam. 
2:18-20, 
26 

Psalm 
148 

Col. 3:12-
17 

Luke 
2:41-52 

 

Pastor John’s 
ZOOM Bible Study 

on the book of 

Hebrews 

Thursday Evenings,  
@ 7:30pm 

(Final session on  
December 2nd) 

 
Join in for a time of 

discussion and learning! 
ZOOM link and 

instructions will be sent 
out prior to each week’s 

meeting. 
 

   It was a Lutheran pastor who began the tradition of the Advent wreath? The story goes that in 1839, Johan 
Hinrich Wichern (1808-81) built a wreath out of an old cartwheel to help the anxious children in his mission 
school count the days until Christmas. His original version had 20 smaller red candles for the weekdays and 
Saturdays and 4 larger white candles for the Sundays of Advent.  
   It took some time for the idea to catch on, but eventually German immigrants brought the tradition with 
them to North America in the 1930s.  
   We use evergreens in our wreaths to symbolize everlasting life, holly leaves and berries represent the crown 
of thorns and blood, and pine cones represent the resurrection.  
   The colours of the candles have significance as well. Blue represents anticipation and hope, while violet or 
purple  are symbolic of royalty, preparation, and repentance. Pink is the colour associated with joy. Some 
Advent wreaths have a fifth candle, the white Christ candle, in the center. In recent times, some Eastern 
Orthodox family have adopted a variation on the Advent wreath, using six candles instead of four, to 
correspond with their longer Advent season.  
  The candles are most commonly known to represent the concepts of hope (week one), peace (week two), joy 
(week 3), and love (week four). Another tradition is to refer to them as the Messiah or Prophecy candle, the 
Bethlehem candle (for Joseph & Mary’s journey), the Shepherd’s Candle (for their joy), and the Angel’s candle 
(for peace).  
  



 
  Celebrating Advent At Home 
The Learning Committee has collected several suggestions for celebrating the season of 

Advent at home as this time of COVID precautions continues. 

A Time of Waiting – Watch Whirl Kids Celebrate Advent - 

YouTube. Talk about how the Whirl Kids still had to wait for 
Christmas even though they crammed all their preparation into 
one day. We need to be patient and wait for Jesus. What does your 
family do while waiting for Christmas? (lighting Advent candles, 
decorating, setting up your Nativity). Take photos of your family’s 
preparations and create a journal of your Advent activities.  

Hands-On Nativity – As you set up 

your Nativity, retell the Christmas 
story using the figurines. Or try one 
of these:  

• Build a Nativity with Lego 

• Make puppets and put on a 

puppet show 

• Act it out as a family 

Bonus: make a video of your retelling 
and share it with your family and 
friends (maybe even on the Good 
Shepherd Facebook page!). 

Family Movie Night – Watch a 

Christmas movie (like A Charlie 
Brown Christmas or Veggie Tales: 
Merry Larry and the True Light of 
Christmas) – don’t forget the 
popcorn! Take some time to talk 
about the true meaning of 
Christmas.  
Bonus: Have a Christmas tree 
campout and fall asleep by the 
lights of your Christmas tree! 

Read the Christmas story together (Luke 2:1-20) – Read Luke 

2:1-20 together from your Bible or watch Jesus is Born Luke 2:1-20 - 
YouTube. As you read, pause to ask these ‘wondering’ questions: 

• I wonder what it was like to travel a long way. 

• I wonder what it was like for Mary & Joseph to have to stay 

in a stable. 

• I wonder what the shepherds thought when they saw the 

angels. 

• I wonder what Mary & Joseph thought when the shepherds 

came to see their new baby. 

Traveling Nativity – When you 

set up your Nativity, spread out the 
figurines around your home, with 
the stable empty (except for any 
animals you may have) in a central 
location. Perhaps the shepherds 
and the sheep are on top of the 
fridge. Maybe Joseph & Mary will 
start their journey from a 
bookcase. Each day during Advent, 
Joseph & Mary move closer to the 
stable. On Christmas Eve, the 
shepherds and the angels join 
them at the stable. And remember, 
the Wise Men didn’t arrive until 
Epiphany, and they come from 
afar… the basement perhaps? 

Bedtime Story – (for older 

children) Read Barbara 
Robinson’s “The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever”, a chapter every 
other night. Take the time to 
talk about how the Herdman 
family would be received at our 
church, in your home. Does it 
make you look at the Christmas 
story differently? 

Christmas Lights – Go for 

a walk or drive around your 
neighbourhood to look at 
the lights. How is Jesus the 
light of the world? Enjoy a 
cup of hot chocolate after.  

Connect with Family & 
Friends 

• Make Christmas cards 

to mail 

• Bake cookies and do a 

doorstep drop off 

• Get together on 

ZOOM/Facetime for a 

Christmas sing-along 



  

Camp Kuriakos maintains a list of suggested 
items that would benefit their facilities, 
programs, and staff. Gift receipts can be 

provided for the fair market value. 
https://kuriakos.ab.ca/donate/wants-wishes 

Campfire @ Home events happen 
online the first Sunday of every month. 

 
The Camp calendar for 2022 is starting 
to fill up with retreats, family camps 

and work weekends. 
 

Head to the Kuriakos website 
(www.kuriakos.ab.ca) for more 

information about their events and 
projects. 

set apart to be 

together 


