
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

coming pages of the newsletter that 
our plans are hopeful!  
I know that the past year and a half 
and more, has been a very difficult and 
isolating time for many of you. 
Isolation brings with it the sadness of 
not being able to see family up close 
and personal, not being able to get 
together with friends the way we 
would like, not enjoying the  
professional, social, spiritual and 
sporting groups that often give us so 
much enjoyment. This includes your 
church. As your pastor, I know this can 
cause not just a little despair, anxiety, 
and even depression. We have all felt 
that over the past year and a half.  
It has been difficult for you to get to 
know a new pastor, and for your 
pastor to get to know you. As such, I 
still encourage you to come to the 
church and have a coffee and a chat 
with your pastor. As things begin to 
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Here we are entering September 
already and it seems that the 
summer season has been so very 
strange that it feels like a missed 
opportunity. Between COVID 
hanging on, the hottest and driest 
summer any of us can remember 
and the smoke from countless fires 
in British Columbia, our ability to 
enjoy recreation, recuperation, 
regeneration and relaxing has 
again been stunted. Let us pray and 
hope for that growing release from 
the grips of those events. As such, 
know that our plans here at Good 
Shepherd include a cautious 
continuation towards full  
reopening and relaxing of 
restrictions. You’ll see in the 

Continued on pg. 2 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

September 
5th, 2021 
15th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 

Proverbs 
22:1-2, 8-9, 
22-23 

Psalm 146 James 2:1-
10, 14-17 

Mark 7: 24-
37 

September 
12th, 2021 
16th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 
 

Proverbs 
1:20-33 

Psalm 
116:1-9 

James 3:1-
12 

Mark 8: 27-
38 

September 
19th, 2021 
17th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 

Proverbs 
31:10-31 

Psalm 54 James 3:13-
4:3, 7-8a 

Mark 9: 30-
37 

September 
26th, 2021 
18th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 

Esther 7:1-
6, 9-10, 
9:20-22 

Psalm 19: 
7-14 

James 5:13-
20 

Mark 9:38-
50 

Territorial Land 
Acknowledgement 

 

We acknowledge that we 
gather on Treaty Six 
territory to the North of 
the Red Deer River and 
Treaty Seven territory to 
the South of the Red 
Deer River.  
We acknowledge the 
many First Nations, 
Metis, and Inuit foot- 
steps that have marked 
these lands for centuries 
and whose respectful 
steward-ship have 
enabled us all to enjoy 
the riches of the 
Creator’s blessings.  

open up, I will be looking forward to 
being able to visit in your homes 
again, and have already begun to do 
so. Also, know that the staff and 
Council, and myself have been 
keeping all of you in our prayers 
constantly.  We know that there is 
another wave of cases with the 
Delta variant of COVID-19  
threatening to close things down 
again, but we are hopeful non-the-
less. We look forward to beginning 
the fall season and a return to 
regular programming, with some 
precautions, and are making plans 
with excitement and joy, with 
energy and commitment to move 
Good Shepherd forward once again! 
Our hopefulness and joy doesn’t 
come from within ourselves, but 

from the very presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ who always shares his 
life with us through the Holy Spirit. 
Despite the isolation, we remain 
united in the one Lord Christ 
through the Holy Spirit. It is as St. 
Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:18, “Pray 
I the Spirit at all times in every 
prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the 
saints.” 
So, have a look at the newsletter to 
see what’s coming in September, 
and prepare to get back to the 
worship, fellowship, and mission of 
our dear church.  The Lord be with 
you all. 
                Pastor John 

If you or a loved one is 
hospitalized or wish a 
visit from Pastor John, 

please contact the 
church office. With 
COVID restrictions 

easing, hospital and 
care home visitation is 

still by invitation. If 
you would like special 

prayer or to be 
included in the 

intercessory prayers, 
ask to speak to Pastor 

John. 

Sunday Scriptures – September 2021 



 
 
 
  

A Word From 
Bishop Larry  
Dear Beloved of God – 
(“On the Road” – Luke 24:13-35. 
This is an abridged version of my 
verbal report at Synod Convention, 
available on the synod website.) 
Over the past several months, I have 
been doing a lot of reflection on the 
significance of the idea of “synod,” 
which comes from Greek and com-
bines the ideas of "together" (syn) 
and "on the way" (hodos). 
Jesus himself used this term hodos 
when speaking about himself as 
"the way." Early Christians were of-
ten referred to as hodos as well: 
"followers of the way." So we can 
say that being “synod” – not the 
periodic church business meetings, 
but rather, people called to be on 
the move with others – is 
foundational to what it means to 
follow Jesus. 
 For some time, being Church was 
rather static and solo. The Church of 
Establishment sometimes didn’t 
move to be where God was doing a 
new thing, because it thought it had 
it all contained inside. The Church of 
Dominance sometimes didn’t walk 
the way with others as genuine  
fellow travelers, because it thought 
it was already at the destination and 
was simply waiting for those others 
to catch up. Both of these 
distortions  have caused great harm 
to our neigh-bours, and to the 
church community itself. 
 I believe we are at the point where 
the people of God are going to have 
to get out on the land again, to move 
to places we do not know, and to find 
new and unexpected travel partners. 
If the Church does these things, I am 
confident we will meet the 

transforming and life-giving Spirit of 
Jesus there again and anew … as on 
the road to Emmaus. 
  We have been drawn into this 
journey by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, who creates, reconciles, and 
renews us; who nurtures our lives 
and fosters our witness as people of 
faith, as congregations, as  
specialized ministries, as Synod, and 
together as ELCIC; who steers our 
hearts, minds, and actions towards 
reconciliation with God, with others, 
among ourselves, and with God’s 
good creation.    
  Like those first disciples on the 
road, we are called into new 
journeys, asked to shift, to let go, to 
leave behind … so that we can open 
up our lives for the transforming 

presence of God in our world, 
sharing the gifts of new life as we 
receive them through Christ.  And 
therefore, we have hope. This is, I 
believe, one of the most powerful 
gifts we can offer to our time: 
hope. A hope that is not only 
waiting for the new to come into 
our lives and our world, but a hope 
that knows all of this is already 
present in our world in the gift of 
Jesus Christ.    
  Beloved of God, if we have a 
reason to hope, it is because all 
that we expect to still happen has 
already happened in Bethlehem, 
at the cross in Golgotha, and in 
Christ’s resurrection.      
  As we gather online, we are still 
in the thick of it. Not only the 

This is, I believe, one 
of the most powerful 
gifts we can offer to 

our time: hope. 

pandemic, but also as Diana Butler 
Bass writes in her latest book, 
Freeing Jesus: “We live in a time of 
disruptions, deconstruction, and 
dislocations, of political chaos, 
climate crisis and global pandemic.  
Yet we are still called to go on 
journeys to unexpected places, get 
lost, get found, and continue  
farther down the road.” (xxvi) 
Recently, at a meeting of the 
Council of the Lutheran World 
Federation, one council member 
described this time as one with “a 
deficit of hope and a surplus of 
fear.”   
  I call upon you, our Synod, to let 
our witness be one of hope. A wit-
ness that frees and empowers, that 
lifts yokes of oppression and 
imposed burden, that releases 
hope, and never fear or hate. A 
Synod of generosity, a people of 
gratitude. Freely we have received, 
freely we shall give as we proclaim 
the good news of Christ and of 
God’s ongoing work; as we stand 
with and receive from suffering 
neighbors; and as we tend God’s 
gift of creation. If we are on the 
road, as the disciples travelled with 
Jesus, where is our road taking us? 
To our homes? Into the world? Our 
neighbourhood? Our community? 
Where is the road taking our Syn-
od? The ELCIC?   
  We do not know the future, but 
we have what we need. Jesus is 
feeding us. We have the scriptures. 
We have each other. We know that 
we will not get to where we are 
going without going together. Jesus 
is with us.  In Christ Jesus –  Shalom, 
+Larry   “The God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
(Romans 15:13) 



 
  

Notes From 
Nadine 

'Amazing grace, 
How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me.' 
 
'What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear.  
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer.' 
 
As we delve into our September and 
Fall, let us find our grounded-ness in 
the basics at the heart of our 
Christian faith.  
 
Despite our sinfulness and 
weakness, God Who is good, 
extends His unconditional love and 
grace to us, lifting us up daily and 
transforming us.  

 

Jesus, Who is our Friend and Savior, 
is ever available to talk to, casting 
our cares and burdens upon Him. He 
understands us fully, and is unafraid  
of sharing in our deepest struggles. 
He was there too. 
 
Go hand-in-hand into the Fall, as we 
need each other as well. Let us seek 
to support and bring out the best in 
each other. 
 
Thank you for your support of me 
and my family. And I appreciate the 
contributions you each make in your 
own way with the gifts God has 
given you. We collaborate to 
enhance and build up the Body of 
Christ. Each of us is needed to 
encourage the 'whole'. 

 
Have faith. Do not fear. May you 
stay safe and healthy!  
   
Blessings, Nadine 
 

 

Your Council Members 
 

Executive:  
Chair: Annette Suominen 
Vice Chair: Ron Kunz 
Treasurer: Paul Erlandson 
Secretary: Renate Scheelar 

 
Committees:  

Worship 
Greg Neiman 

Learning 
*VACANT 

Witness (Evangelism) 
Barbaranne Stickelmier 

Stewardship & Finance  
Dallas Craven 

Service (Social Ministry) 
 Ron Bjorge 
Youth 

*VACANT 
Mutual Ministry 

Ron Bjorge 
Property Management 

Ron Kunz 
Financial Recording 
Secretary 

Dallas Craven 
 
*VACANT positions will be 
appointed for a one year 
term.  
 
Please contact Annette 
Suominen to learn how you 
can help serve the 
ministries of Good 
Shepherd.  

 

Contact Information…..Have you moved?  Cancelled your 

landline?  Got a new cell phone number or changed your email address?  
Let us know so we can update our records. Thank you! 
 
Important dates: The church office will be closed Monday, September 
6th.  Deadline for the October Newsletter will be September 20th.  
 
Where to find Good Shepherd online: 
Website: https://www.goodshepherdlutheranrd.ca/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/277991775631450/ 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJBg3reFTupyzn5oS-
kCgow 
Alberta Synod Website: https://albertasynod.ca/ 
 
Shane Cornelius does our weekly maintenance and upkeep of the 
church inside and out. He is maintaining sanitation stations and 
observing COVID-19 extra requirements. 
 
 

Bits & Pieces From The Church Office 



 
  By now most members at Good 

Shepherd will have noticed some 
changes in the technology we use to 
conduct our services. Since we began 
recording our services during Covid 
restrictions on attendance, we have 
invested in a new camera, some 
microphones and equipment to place 
our services online. We know that for 
some people who cannot get out, or 
who are reluctant to be out among 
larger groups, the services have been 
valuable. 
It's been a learning curve — and we 
are still learning. But thanks to the 
dedication of a core group of 
volunteers, we are steadily gaining 
expertise in how this sort of thing can 
be done, without disrupting the flow 
and traditions of regular in-person 
worship too deeply. 
It should be noted that although 
services are available online through 

Worship Committee YouTube, you are still very 
welcome to worship in person. 
There is room in our sanctuary for 
all, even when we are spaced 
apart for health safety while Covid 
restrictions are in place.  
Now that families are returning to 
an autumn schedule, with the 
return to school and the end of 
vacation time, we will notice a few 
other changes. Sunday School is 
returning, with a 9:30 a.m. start. 
We are rearranging the rooms in 
the church basement to give 
classes more space for learning 
and activities. There will be music, 
lessons, videos, craft time and 
snacks for the children as usual. 
But we are going to be more 
diligent in keeping to start and 
end times — so that our posted 
online services can proceed in a 
timely way for those of us who 
worship from home. 

Well, that's the plan. Worship 
involves learning and changing how 
we do things to help keep our 
worship meaningful in our chaining 
world. 
There is still a bit more technology to 
bring in and adapt into our services. 
There are still opportunities for all of 
us to assist in bringing worship to 
our members in the sanctuary — and 
all around the world, really. You are 
invited to ask yourself how your faith 
and your worship can be used to 
serve. The first way to help is to use 
the Time and Talent forms and let us 
know what you can do to help Good 
Shepherd share the good news of 
the Gospel of Christ to each other — 
and to a world that needs to hear it 
every week. 
                                         Greg Neiman 

 

Service (Social) Committee 
Food Bank – Starting on the first Sunday in September, we will commence collection of non perishable food items for 
the Red Deer Food Bank. This has been an important activity for our congregation and community, and we are keen 
to get started again. Your support for this program is greatly appreciated. 
 
Mustard Seed – We expect opportunities to serve at the Mustard Seed in the coming months. These opportunities 
are not scheduled yet. COVID may play a role here in the short term. If you are interested in this ministry please 
contact Ron Bjorge.  
 
Stamps collection - Thanks to everyone for filling The Stamps for Bibles box. It has recently been emptied and will be 
added to the stamps collected over the past year. When we have collected a few pounds they will be sent to the 
Canadian Bible Society where they will be sold to stamp collectors and vendors. The revenue generated is used to 
purchase Bibles for Canadian prison ministry. 10 lbs of stamps = approx. 6 bibles for distribution.                                         
You can help by saving your stamps and putting them in the box marked STAMPS on the top shelf near the nursery. 
Cut the stamp (with the postmark if possible) off the envelope leaving ¼ inch border around it. Collect stamps on 
white or light coloured envelopes, not brown industrial envelopes. Put your stamps in a Ziploc bag and deposit in the 
box. Thanks!      
  
Glasses collection -  Thank you, people of Good Shepherd, for filling the box with your donations of glasses. These 
will be delivered to Dr. Lienweber for distribution in third world countries. If you have glasses that you no longer use, 
please put them in the box on the top shelf near the nursery when you visit the church.  
 



 
  

Ladies Wednesday 
Evening Bible Study 

The first meeting of the Ladies Bible 
Study will be on September 15th @ 
7pm at the church.  

 

 

Prayer Chain 
Please pray for those in our 
congregation who are sick, recovering 
from surgery, taking care of others, 
dealing with COVID, or grieving over 
losses.  
 
For Luther Theological Seminary in 
Saskatoon as they proceed through 
their accreditation renewal process.  
 
Please pray for all students, teachers, 
and educational support staff as they 
move forward into a new year of 
learning and growing.  
 
Wednesday September 8th has been 
designated by Bishop Larry as a special 
day of prayer for ranchers, farmers, 
and agricultural workers as they 
prepare for harvest. A Thanksgiving 
prayer for farmers:  
 https://carolpenner.typepad.com/le
adinginworship/2013/10/thanksgivin
g-prayer-for-farmers.html 
 
Please pray for our Sunday School, for 
volunteers who will teach, play, and 
lead our children, and help them grow 
in faith. 
 
For all the ministries of Good 
Shepherd as we get back into the 
swing of things.  

Cultural Awareness 
A recent article by Pastor Ryan 
Andersen (CACG, Calgary), published 
by CBC, creates a framework for 
how we can respond to the ongoing 
legacy of residential 
schools, especially how the churches 
can respond in a constructive 
manner.    You can find it at 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/c
algary/lutheran-church-residential-
schools-confession-1.6111175 

Orange shirts (Every Child Matters) 
are now available at the Red Deer 
Native Friendship Society. There are 
several new designs to choose from 
in youth and adult sizes. Call the 
front desk at 403-340-0020 to 
arrange purchase.  

Some information about 
Sweetgrass (taken in part from the 
RDNFS August newsletter) 
Sweetgrass is one of the four plants 
(tobacco, sage, red cedar and sweet 
grass) considered as sacred to First 
Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples. 
Many Indigenous  Peoples in North 
America use sweetgrass in prayer, 

smudging or purifying cere-
monies.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
August brings an end to the 
harvesting of medicines like 
sweetgrass. The elders tell us that 
sweetgrass is a kindness medicine 
with a sweet gentle aroma when 
we light it. It takes 21 strands to 
make a braid.                                                                                  
The first 7 strands represent the 7 
generations behind us, our 
parents and grandparents. Who 
we are and what we are is 
because of them.                                                                                                                                                                                                               
The next 7 strands represent the 7 
sacred teachings, Love, Respect, 
Honesty, Courage, Wisdom, Truth 
and Humility.                                                                                                                                                                                     
The last 7 strands are those of the 
7 generations in front of us, our 
children and grandchildren as well 
as those children yet to be born. It 
is important because everything 
we do to Mother earth will one 
day affect them. "We do not 
inherit the earth from our 
ancestors, we borrow it from our 
children" 

Submitted by Jeanette Page 

 
      

 Property Committee 
We had a plumber come in to look at the water pressure as it relates to 
the outside faucets. The findings were that our church's water pressure 
is normal for Red Deer. Shane tried a different hose to see if that was 
going to make a difference. He reports that it is all good now.  
 
Shane brought some black dirt in and seeded it with grass along the 
front sidewalk.  This September the snow blower will get serviced, we 
hope it will not be needed for a long time from now. 
 
Shane was wondering about getting some large rocks to be placed on 
the grass on the west side of the parking lot entrance. He finds that 
people (likely not church attendees on Sunday morning) are driving over 
the grass, or through the piled snow in that spot. He would put flags up 
to mark the stones in the winter.  - Ron Kunz 

 



 
  
Stewardship and 

Finance 
Church Offering Envelopes: Given 
that in the last couple years many 
members did not use their church 
envelopes weekly and some have 
switched over to direct deposit or e-
transfer, the church office would like 
your feedback on NOT ordering 
offering envelopes for 2022 year. 
The office cannot just order one 
number but would have to order all 
the numbers from 1 to 100. Is this an 
expense we could do without this 
coming year? The office has many 
unused envelopes (even some 
complete sets) so if you do not have 
enough envelopes left over from 
2019/20/21 (just change the date) 
we could prepare some of these with 
your envelope number. If you have 
any thoughts on this matter, please 
contact the office.  

 

Free Books 
Last chance!! The plethora of books 
on the shelf near Pastor John’s office 
are all up for grabs! Please take a 
look to see if any interest you. Any 
books left on October 1st will be 
donated to a thrift store.  
 
 

Lost & Found Items 
There are a number of items that 
have been in our lost and found 
(shelf above the coat rack by the 
elevator) for well over a year. Please 
take a moment to look through them 
for that missing travel mug or scarf. 
Any items left on October 1st will be 
donated to a thrift store.  

Learning Committee 
We are excited to announce that 

Sunday school is back!  

Kick off is September 12th. 
Children aged 4 – Grade 5 are 
welcome to join us each Sunday 
morning (not including long 
weekends), 9:30-10:15 a.m. for 
singing, Bible lessons, crafts, 
games, and snacks. There will be 
learning and FUN. We do ask that 
all parents ensure that their 
children are feeling well and are 
wearing a mask when they 
attend.  
 

Helpers Needed!! Our Sunday 

School has a core of committed 
teachers, but we are in dire need 
of helpers! Folks who are willing 
to help little hands with crafts, to 
be an extra pair of hands and eyes 
in the classroom, accompanying 
little ones to the washroom and 
to serve the snack. Can you spare 
45 minutes to serve the littlest 
ones in our congregation? Sign up 
sheet is posted on the SS bulletin 
board by the front door. 
 

Youth Class – Youth in grade 6 

and up are invited to join us in the 
youth room for some fun  
discussion, Bible study, and 
SNACKS on Sunday mornings, 
9:30 to 10:15. Led by Teri Craven 
and Surekha Jarugumalli.  
 

Confirmation 
There will be an organizational 
meeting of Confirmation Students 
and parents with Pastor John to 
plan out this coming year’s classes, 
and the “when” and “how” we’ll be 
getting together. The date and time 
will be arranged shortly and classes 
will get going in September.  

To parents of confirmation students: 
Even though we will be meeting in 
person, precautions will be taken so 
that our students remain safe. We 
know that they are coming from a 
variety of local areas and are 
attending different schools. 
Distancing, and when necessary, 
masking will be used and hand 
sanitizer will remain available here 
In past years, because students are 
coming from different school areas, 
Confirmation classes includes 
meeting twice a month and includes 
supper. For the first month or so (until 
COVID’s threat is past tense), we can 
still do that, with precautions we will 
talk about at the organizing meeting. 

 

Youth Group 
Organizational Meeting: Sept 12th 
after worship at 12 noon.  
We will also be re-organizing Good 
Shepherd’s youth group. We include 
all our confirmation students in this 
group along with our youth up to and 
including high school. If you fall into 
this category, there is but one 
requirement: the willingness to have 
FUN. Events will be planned as we go 
along, with an effort to also do some 
long range planning as well. So, come 
on out and join the fun, meet new 
friends, and grow in faith. 
To parents of youth: 
We are looking for a small but ardent 
parent leadership group that, 
together with Pastor John, will plan, 
organize, encourage and help with 
Youth events of all kinds. Spending 
time and effort with this group is so 
important and rewarding that the 
more of you that can help, the better. 
Come to the meeting and plan to 
help! 
 

 



 

 

From the Synod Office…  
An Appeal For Haiti 
 

 

August 19, 2021 
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) together with Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) urges 
you to pray for the people of Haiti, and to consider making a gift.  Donations received will provide emergency 
shelter, sanitation, hygiene, and trauma care for those affected by the destructive earthquake of August 14, 
2021. 
 
With numbers still rising, there are over 1900 people reported dead and over 10,000 injured by the 7.2 
magnitude earthquake.  Hundreds remain missing, thousands of families have lost their homes and schools, 
bridges and other vital infrastructure were destroyed.  Rescue efforts are being further hampered by tropical 
storm Grace, all when the country is already grappling with acute poverty and food insecurity, political unrest, 
and COVID-19. 
  
Individuals and congregations wishing to support relief efforts may donate as follows: 

• Make a designated offering donation for “Haiti Crisis” through any ELCIC congregation. 

• Call CLWR at 1-800-661-2597 to donate by credit card or go online at https://clwr.org/Haiti. 

• Send a cheque made payable to CLWR, mailing it to CLWR, 600-177 Lombard Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3B 
0W5. Please indicate that your contribution is to “Haiti Crisis.”        

   
 

 

Time and Talent  
Thank you  to all of you who have completed and returned your time and talent sheet. This is very helpful 
as the office staff once again complete the volunteer schedule based on your responses. Please ensure 
that you have a look at the Volunteer Schedule for September to see if your name is on there in a place 
you have stated that you would serve.  We still have some need for phone callers to remind the people on 
the list that they are on the list for the following Sunday. This position is held by month. Please contact 
the office if you would be willing to be a phone caller.



  
 
  

Calling All Acolytes! 
Have you ever seen those kids in the white robes 

on Sunday mornings and wondered what their job 
is? Any children and youth,  grade four and 

upwards, are invited to join us for a first time 
lesson or a quick refresher (for those who have 
‘been there, done that’) on what is involved in 

serving as an acolyte in worship. September 12, 
after worship, meet Teri Craven in the sanctuary. 
This meeting should only take 15 or 20 minutes.  

HOMELESSNESS IS NOT A GAME 

We are excited to announce that The Mustard Seed 

has partnered with AESA to bring you; Hope 2 

Game on September 25th & 26th, 2021. Hope 2 Game 

is an online experience featuring live gameplay by 

popular streamers as well as an action-packed esports. 

You can tune in to watch the event on our Twitch 

channel @TheMustardSeedLIVE or you can register 

TODAY to take part in the tournament! 

 

Come join the experience from the comfort of 

your home, and don't miss out on the chance to 

win some of our awesome prizes, all while 

supporting a good cause! 

ournament.  

Evangelism – Witness Committee 
“How very good and pleasant it is when kindred 
live together in unity!” Psalm 133 verse 1 
Today as I write this a year and a half into Covid, I 
reflect how we are patiently waiting for it to just 
go away. Seems like we make a few steps forward 
and then a few steps backwards. Patience and 
hope seem to be the messages we are given. 
 
In the past we hosted Rally Sunday in September. 
Inviting the neighborhood, music and a hot dog 
barbeque seemed to a good way to get things 
rolling. This year, council is contemplating hosting 
Rally Sunday on Sept 26. Note I said 
contemplating, as things change quickly with lots 
to consider.  A decision will be made closer to the 
date. In the meantime, stay well and be grateful 
for each day! 
Chairperson,  Barbaranne  

Thank You!! 
An extra special thank you goes out to Pastor 

Mabel Woo for serving our congregation while 
Pastor John was away on holidays in August. 

Pastor Mabel presided over communion in our 
worship services and standing in for emergency 

pastoral care.   
Also, special thanks go to Glen Kneller and Greg 

Neiman for providing the sermon on these 
Sundays. We are so fortunate to have such 

capable lay people within our own congregation.. 

Message from our Council Chair 
Fall is definitely around the corner. Nights are cool and 
I had to cover up my tomatoes a couple nights. But so 
far nothing froze yet. We started with the combining 
before the rainfall and hope that the moisture will do 
the pasture and the canola crop some good. For the 
cereal crops this moisture comes three to four weeks 
too late, but I won’t complain that it arrived finally. Our 
farm is an area where crops held up surprisingly well 
throughout heat and dry weather – praise the Lord for 
that. We should be ok. 
However, there are many farm families that are 
considerably less fortunate to the south, east and north 
of us and may our prayers lift them up. For many it is a 
bad year after a couple of bad years. It is hard to 
comprehend how they are hanging on to their farm. 
I am, like probably all of you, looking forward to the 
start-up of normal fall church activities. But with the 
COVID cases being on the rise we are not certain when 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church will be back to 
normal. I am sure that everyone is tired of the masks 
and distancing measures, however, Council would ask 
that you are patient. We don’t want our vulnerable 
members to be exposed to COVID in our church, so for 
now we will continue with safety measures. 
It is lovely to see everyone at our Sunday worship 
services – even when masked and I hope soon we will 
be able to leave the masks at home. 
Annette 
 



 
 

Financial Update July 31, 2021 

 
As at July 31st our bank balance is $90,244.21. We also hold $24,736.02 in savings. July was a great month 

for giving with positive cashflow however we still have a large YTD deficit. We thank you for your 

continued financial support and ask you to consider and keep in your prayers, the work of our church. 

 Income 
  Facility Rental           729 
  Designated Offerings       4,300 
  Envelope                   108,212 
  Loose & miscellaneous           
  AB Reopening grant        5,000          
  TOTAL                                  $ 118,328 

 Expenses 

  Learning              94 
  Mutual Ministry                    90,886  
  Service            800 
  Witness and Evangelism           
  Property                      23,468 

Stewardship and Finance 
   Benevolence                   11,200 
   Designated      3,950 
   Office       2,592 
   Insurance                     7,515 
   Worship       4,182 
  TOTAL                    $ 145,523 
 Income less Expense                   $ - 27,200 
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Every second Thursday of the month, the Bishop’s Office hosts an on-line 
learning opportunity and conversation via Zoom.  The hour-long Synod 
Connect will begin at noon and will include opening prayer, an 
introduction of the presenter, a 20-minute presentation, time for 
conversation and connection, and will end with a closing prayer.  All are 
welcome to join. 
  

Date Presenter Topic To Register 

Previous presentations are  
available on the Synod  
YouTube channel 

  

Sept. 9 
Paul Ellison, Synod 
Treasurer 

Developing a Narrative 
Budget 2022 

Registration here. 

October 
14 

The Very Reverend 
Peter Wall 

JALC – Joint Anglican 
Lutheran Commission 

Registration here. 

 
Please consider joining, mark your calendar, and watch for updates in 
upcoming issues of Wednesday’s Word and on the Synod 
website.  Registration will close at 10:00 AM that morning.  A zoom link 
will be forwarded to all registrants the morning of the presentation. The 
links don’t appear to work so please go directly to the Synod Website. 
https://albertasynod.ca 

 

 

Vulnerable People 
Checks 

 
As a faith community, and as a part 
of the larger community around us,  
we have an obligation to protect 
the most vulnerable. To that end, 
any person who volunteers in a 
position at Good Shepherd that 
puts them in contact with our 
children, our senior citizens, and 
others is asked to please have a 
current police check on file with 
the office. Given the COVID shut 
down, most previous checks have 
expired. Please contact the office 
for further direction on how to get 
this paperwork submitted.  

 

EMBODYING CHRIST 

The Annual Congregation Life Event is set to 
take place on Saturday, October 16, 2021. 

9:30 am - 2:00 pm. 
Key-note speaker:  Rev. Dr. Bill Harrison, 

President of the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Saskatoon 

Other presenters:  Paul Kopjar, Assistant 
Director at Kuriakos - "God is Doing a New 

Thing"; Rev. Marty Tuer, Calgary - 

"Vocation:  Embodying Christ in the Day to 
Day" 

Event to be held @ Good Shepherd & Online 



 


