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From Our Pastors
Walking into an Unknown Future
In Luke chapter 24 we read the story of the two disciples walking to Emmaus – a post
resurrection story. As they walk, they were disillusioned, confused, and wondering what would
come next. They had hoped that Jesus would be the one who would rescue the people of Israel.
Instead their world had been thrown into turmoil. Suddenly, an unknown stranger appears and
they converse together about all the things that have happened.
The feelings of these two disciples are not so different from what we are currently facing in this
time - our world has been disrupted and changed dramatically. We are not able to gather publicly
for worship; social distancing is the norm. All this to “flatten the curve” in the hopes that we can
prevent overburdening the Health Care System.
What is most challenging for your pastors is how to provide ministry when we cannot meet
together. It seems ironic to us that just at the time when our interim ministry is coming to an end
that we are separated from each other.
Which brings us to the question we are all asking: When can we return to normal? For the
foreseeable future, worship together is going to be similar to what we are doing now. So, what will
this mean for the future of our churches? No one knows. We hope and pray that the experience of
not being able to gather together will help us realize how much we need the community of faith.
This could be a turning point when people who are church members but worship only infrequently,
will realize that we need the strength that comes from corporate worship. We pray that our
congregations will come together after the pandemic stronger and even more vital than before.
To return to the experience of the disciples on the Emmaus road, when they sit down at table
together, a curious thing happens. The unknown stranger is revealed to them when he “took the
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.” It is in that act that the disciples recognize the
stranger as Christ. The disciples have now experienced Christ in word (interpreting the
Scriptures) and sacrament (the breaking of the bread).
That transforming event changed them. By the time they reach the end of their journey, they
moved from discouragement and despair to hope and faith. They immediately return to
Jerusalem to share their experience with the other disciples.

The story resonates with a sense of the power of the Word and Sacraments to connect us with
God’s presence. Wherever your Emmaus might be, your home, your place of work, your school,
where you play, the assurance that we have is that God will walk with us.
The bias of your pastors is that we will continue to need the human connection that comes from
gathering, and sharing the Word and Sacrament together. We are walking into an unknown
future, yet we are promised that Jesus continues to journey with us.
Sincerely, Interim pastors Darryl and Rita

From Bishop Larry
May 2020 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders
Dear Beloved of God –
Christ is risen. Alleluia!
You may recall in my correspondence this year for congregational AGM’s these words:
“Since being called to serve as your bishop, October 2012, my prayer has often been the
following: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go forward with good courage,
not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
One of the reasons I love this prayer is because it is realistic but encouraging, honest but hopeful.
It doesn’t deny difficult truths, but neither does it succumb to sterile pessimism. It was written in
the first part of the twentieth century by a Church of England priest named Eric Milner-White. Like
many good prayers from another time and place, it sounds like it was tailor made for us here and
now.”
Little did I know the future when I first penned these words last December.
The prayer is realistic, encouraging, honest, hopeful, no denying of difficult truths nor succumbing
to sterile pessimism. The prayer continues to be ‘tailor made” for us here and now. The Spirit of
God continues to lead us into a future that is unfamiliar, with the assurance that God is present,
that God’s hand is leading us, and that we are cradled in love.
Friends, you continue to be witnesses to me of Resurrection, to the truth that there is life and
hope and promise.
I have experienced in these past weeks so many signs of hope, and of faithfulness, trust,
courage, and encouragement:
- Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, under extraordinary stress, pressure and
restraints have poured themselves into the work of leadership
- Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, tired and weary and wondering, have
reached out to one another, and to those in their midst, providing pastoral care,
connection, compassion and care
- Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, in the midst of an unprecedented time,
exercised great skill (and energy and time) in preparing and/or searching for worship

resources for Holy Week and Easter services
- Rostered Ministers who gather each Wednesday via ZOOM with Synod Staff for prayer,
affirmation and encouragement, updates, and connecting
- Area Deans who gather weekly with rostered ministers via ZOOM for check-in with each
other, study and/or prayer
- Creativity, ingenuity, openness, support, encouragement, trust, community….
Friends, you have been signs to me of Resurrection life. And, I have never been so proud of you.
Alleluia. Christ is risen, indeed!
In Christ Jesus – Shalom, +Bishop Larry Kochendorfer
“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)

Notes from Nadine
Hello to all of you! I sure miss seeing you, chatting in person, reaching out
with hugs, handshakes and spontaneous laughter, and, of course, hearing
your voices as a congregation raised together in song and glorious worship
to our God!
I am so glad and blessed to hear that many of you have enjoyed our video services lately,
presented on our YouTube account. Please feel free to give us any constructive feedback and
suggestions too, along with choices of your favorite hymn or song that we might be able to add to
our worship online. My email address is: gsmusic@telus.net if you want to send me requests
directly, or let Darlene at the office know. (*There are a few publishers of music in our
hymn/songbooks that do not permit online streaming/ presentation of their songs, so we can’t use
those right now, but many in the books are acceptable for streaming, as are ALL the more
contemporary songs from CCLI, that have typically only been on PowerPoint in past services. It’s
new for me to be checking these permissions carefully – but a good thing.)
Many thanks go out to those who have given of their time, love, efforts and talents to help create
these video services: Pastors Rita and Darryl Roste, Darlene and Glen Kneller, Bill and Wendy
Hehn (PowerPoint and Altar Care), Paul Erlandson, Dianne Mayan, Annette Suominen, Ron
Kunz, Shelby Kneller, Bonnie Buziak. We appreciate them so much!
May the light and love of Christ continue to shine IN you and THROUGH you in this awkward,
blessed, challenging, holy, unusual, fruitful time of learning, listening and growth in God’s
omniscient plan. He already knows everything – about us and the world, moment by moment,
day by day. Let us trust Him, embrace His grace and not lose sight of it (Galatians 2:20, 21),
thank Him for everything we have and are able to do as we live our day, reach out and encourage
others online or by phone, so that no one would lose heart (Hebrews 3:13), and PRAY for our
governments and authorities for God’s Spirit to guide every decision, word and thought (1
Timothy 2:1-3).
THANK YOU for supporting your church family, your neighbours, your spouses, children,
relatives, friends, community and even total strangers by prayer, words, and in other ways.
Look after yourself too!

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me,
All the days, all the days of my life.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me,
All the days, all the days of my life.
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever,
And I shall feast at the table spread for me.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me,
All the days, all the days of my life.”
(Hymn: J. W. Peterson/A. B. Smith)
Blessings, joy, singing, times of refreshing be yours – and good health to you!
Nadine Harshenin, Worship and Worship Director

Worship Committee
Although we cannot meet in person, we can join together in spirit by watching the on-line church
videos. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJBg3reFTupyzn5oS-kCgow We do not know how
long we will need to be doing this but for now it is our best option to reach out to the
congregation. From the viewing numbers it appears the congregation has responded to these
services by video. I would like to thank all that have made this happen Paul Erlandson, Annette
Suominen, Ron Kunz, Bonnie Buziak, Dianne Mayan, and Bill and Wendy Hehn. With a special
thanks to Glen and Darlene Kneller, Nadine Harshenin and Pastors Rita and Darryl Roste. The
plan for Worship Services for May/June are as follows:
May 3, 10 – Pastor Rostes
May 17 – Pastor Art Weiss
May 24, 31 - Pastor Rostes
June 7-28 – Pastor Rostes
We all hope that we will be back worshipping together in the near future, with everyone safe and
healthy.
Bill Hehn, Worship Committee Representative on Council

Witness and Evangelism
“A caring community anchored in Christ, reaching out to all people”
Mission Statement – Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Our lives continue to change as we once knew it. We continue to adapt and stay home as
requested by our governments. We know this too shall pass.
Council has been having virtual meetings, a new experience for us all but works well. We will be
looking forward to meeting again in person. It was decided each council member would call our
church members and just check in. These calls are warmly received and we as callers are happy
to show caring and receive caring.
Our mission statement reflects we are indeed a caring community as we reach out to others.
Looking forward to our upcoming events in the meantime stay healthy.
Barbaranne Stickelmier, Chairperson

Service-Social Ministry
At this time all projects and initiatives of our Service-Social Ministry are on hold.
Community agencies are in pandemic-control mode and have suspended volunteer programs.
Community agencies continue to work with their target populations as best they can with reduced
manpower and all are in great need of financial support.
Please pray for our sisters and brothers in our community on the many edges of society in this
troubled time and for those who work with them.
Let us also pray for our bishops, pastors and our brothers and sisters in our church community,
may God be with us all.
A very big THANK YOU to our faithful and dedicated Good Shepherd Prayer Chain members as
we lift an ever-increasing number of people to the Lord. Thanks Be to God for hearing and
answering prayers.
The following was received in recent information from KAIROS: “On April 22, 2020 people
around the world recognized Earth Day for the 50th time. This year’s international theme is
climate action. As spiritual people, one part of our action is to bring our hopes and fears to God in
prayer. See below for a prayer staff member Shannon Neufeldt. We offer this prayer as an option
for the Sunday before or after Earth Day, as well as for any occasions on that day itself.”
2020 Earth Day Prayer
On Earth Day
we give thanks for signs of spring
melting snow or blooming flowers,
singing robins or flowing streams.
O Creator, we give You thanks and praise.
THIS Earth Day
as we mostly see those signs through our windows or walking alone,
we notice that the earth has some rest from human activity,
Even while we worry and struggle, with people around the world.
O Creator, we learn in the midst of our concerns.
Each Earth Day,
We grieve the state of life and loss on the Earth, deteriorating faster than ever before.
We confess our selfish actions, taking – using – what we want, not only what we need.
Not all of our actions have brought You the honour we wish to bring
O Creator, we confess our sins with humble hearts.
The Earth cradles us in her sorrow
You, our Source, grieve with her, Your love for us abiding always.
In the midst of all our faults and blunders,
You forgive and love us still.
O Creator, we rest in the assurance of that love.
This year we have seen how swiftly humans can adapt
Give us the eyes to see wisdom in this moment.
Give us the courage to change our ways forever
to live responsibly, to advocate boldly,

to honour and protect what You have created.
O Creator, with your help, we will change our ways,
Through the power of the Spirit,
with Jesus as our guide.
Amen
National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls
On February 12, 2020, our ELCIC National Bishop, Susan Johnson, encouraged members to
review The Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
and Girls (MMIWG).
•
•
•
•
•

Read her letter: www.elcic.ca/news.cfm?article=546
Watch the video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGLLaYKjUP0&feature=youtu.be
Review the final report – Reclaiming Power and Place: The Final Report of the National Inquiry
into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls: www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
Respond to the calls for justice
Additional Resources:
KAIROS CANADA MMIWG Infor-Hub www.kairoscanada.org/missing-murdered-indigenouswomen-girls
Anglican Resources on Human Trafficking www.anglican.ca/issues/humantrafficking/
And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work
until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.
Philippians 1:6 (NLT)

Respectfully submitted
Jeanette Page 403-782-3205, cell 403-302-2468

Learning Committee
Ron Kunz is the new Learning representative on council.

VBS July 6-10, 2020
Unfortunately, VBS has been POSTPONED until 2021. Pray for our children and their parents
during this very strange and difficult time that God will make Himself known to them in other
ways.
Glen Kneller

Camp Kuriakos News
Kuriakos Gathers Together - https://kgt2020.ca/ April 25, beginning at 5:30pm with singing, we
will be streaming our 90-minute program live from Hosanna Lutheran Church in Edmonton. The
formal program will begin at 6:00. This is a great opportunity for you to experience the fun of
KGT without having to drive to Bentley. It's the camp's 90th Birthday, so this year's event will be a
celebration as well as a fundraiser. Visit the auction page at www.auctria.com/auction/kuriakos

Bits & Pieces from the office…….
The office was contacted regarding a special anniversary suggestion:
Since Ralph and Rita Wold have had to cancel their 50th Anniversary Party,
Anna (their daughter) has planned a “Drive-By” on May 2nd between 2pm –
4pm where people can drive by 26 Osmond Close and honk their horns, drop
off cards, have a safe distance chat with them to wish them a Happy
Anniversary. This is top secret! Anna will ensure they are home so please don’t
mention it to them. Happy honking!
Please contact the office if your address, phone number or e-mail address changes.
Blessings to each one of you on Mother’s Day May 10th,
Darlene
Shane Cornelius does our weekly maintenance and upkeep of the church
inside and out. Since the church is currently empty, Shane is taking care of
those projects that require attention. He has stripped and waxed the
downstairs floors. He made some shelves for the Sunday School room. Our
lawn mower is currently out for some repairs as the mowing season will
soon be upon us. He will also be cleaning the property after the winter melt.

God to enfold me,
God to surround me,
God in my speaking,
God in my thinking.
God in my sleeping,
God in my waking,
God in my watching,
God in my hoping.
God in my life,
God in my lips,
God in my soul,
God in my heart.
God in my sufficing,
God in my slumber,
God in mine ever-living soul,
God in mine eternity.
Amen.
The Carmina Gadelica (1900)

God, come close. Come quickly!
Open your ears—it’s my voice You’re hearing!
Treat my prayer as sweet incense rising;
my raised hands are my evening prayers.
Psalm 141:2 (The Message paraphrase)

Scriptures for May and June 2020

Faith Story by Tom Marstaller
My dad was a pastor’s kid so I was fortunate to grow up in a church family. My parents were new
Canadians so the church was not only our family of faith but became our extended family as well.
I was baptized at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Winnipeg when I was 3 months old.
It is difficult to pinpoint a specific time when God became more than a name for me, but I know
that it happened while attending summer camp at Luther Village. This camp became a second
home to me while growing up. The combination of being in creation and the laid-back atmosphere
of a Christian camp community made it easy to understand the wonder of God’s gifts.
There have been a great many people and events that have influenced my faith. One that sticks
out in particular occurred when I was 11 and had gone to visit family in Germany with my sister.
On the first day of our 6-week trip I got into a biking accident, broke my jaw in 3 places and ended
up with my jaw wired shut. My Aunt Hilde, my Uncle Helmut and my cousins set a strong example
of what true faith and hospitality look like. No matter troubles we had to get through to get me
healthy and back to Canada, their belief that God was going to make everything come out alright
was very calming. Their example has stayed with me and I wish I could live up to the standard
that they have set.
During my journey of faith there have been times that I have felt distant from God, not because I
felt that God had left me but because I believed that I could go through my struggle without God’s
help. Hubris can outweigh good sense. After moving to Calgary for work I was left in a strange
city with few friends, I began attending All Saint’s with the intention of meeting new people. Little

did I know then all the great things that God had in store for me. Several of the ladies in the
congregation worked to set me up with a young lady from the church community. I am so very
blessed that the young lady was Christine and we have been together ever since.
Returning to the biking theme, long distance cycling is a passion of mine. The solitude and
beauty of the road provides the perfect opportunity to contemplate one’s faith and place in the
world. Breaking my jaw is not the only accident I have sustained while cycling, in 2017 I had a
severe concussion while cycling. During my recovery I experienced significant dizziness, terrible
headaches as well as bouts of anxiety and depression. While parts of my recovery have felt
painfully slow my faith has been a great help. Throughout all of it I knew that God was with me as
I worked towards recovery. No matter how bad things were I knew God was with me on my
journey to recovery. I’m hoping to be back out on the road this summer on my bike but we’ll see
what God has in store for me.
Tom Marstaller

A Word from the Council Chair
Considering what all happened since our Annual General Meeting on March 8 th it seems that it
was such a long time ago. Realistically it has only been a month and a bit. I would not have
guessed that after committing to serving as the church council chair I would be learning this many
new skills – Zoom Meetings, U-tube channel church services, talking with members of our
congregation I have never before talked to over the phone – fan out list. Who knew that 2020
would be the steep part of a learning curve for so many of us! Let us hope and pray that a lot of
good things will come from our new opportunities. Seems like the taping of the services has been
welcomed by many congregation members and so far, I mostly heard positive comments. Thanks
for all who help make those happen.
After the AGM we had our first council meeting with the expectation of 2 vacant positions. Greg
Krauss was willing to step up to the plate and join us on council as the new Stewardship and
Finance representative to council. Bill Hehn ‘moved over’ to cover the Worship committee – not a
small task as I can say from experience – Thanks Bill (and Wendy). So, for a few short days we
were down to one vacant position – youth portfolio. However, since then, Chris Knelson has
resigned from church council as the Property Management representative.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank Chris for many years of hard work on council. He was
one of the driving forces behind the 500 planted trees during the 500-year reformation
anniversary while serving on the Service Committee. When he took over the Property
Management portfolio, he made a lot of progress in keeping our building in good shape.
Replacing the one side of upstairs windows, looking after the elevator maintenance contract, new
projectors after the old ones gave up the ghost, furnace repairs – just to name a few. We will miss
the ‘less talk more action’ attitude and wish Chris all the best in future endeavors.
Shane Cornelius worked very well with Chris and will continue to look after the building and yard
in many ways with some ‘behind the scenes support’ of Gerald Halford. However, we are still
looking for someone who will report the Property Management updates to council. So, if you think
you can do that let me know. As mentioned above the Youth committee is also looking for a
caring person willing to serve the ‘future of church’ age bracket. Please consider to volunteer for
either of these two or any other council positions. It is a very worthy cause and for time being you
can join the meetings over a Zoom virtual technology from the safety of you own home. One

Wednesday evening a month is not that much time commitment – I am certain you could handle it
– don’t you want to try?
I am certain we are all looking forward to a time when gathering for worship in our church building
will be permitted again. The uncertainty of ‘when’ is what made us decide to have this May
newsletter separate from the June newsletter. Hopefully we will be able to meet in June inside
the building again. However, until such time our communications will be pre-dominantly through
e-mail and U-tube recordings on the website. The communications will be mailed to the members
who do not have e-mail.
The church office will be open during regular hours and if you have any questions give Darlene a
call. If we can help with anything please let us know. This is a time we can all help to look after
our members.
Annette Suominen

Mutual Ministry
Hello Good Shepherd!
It is my pleasure to serve you as Mutual Ministry chair.
Me and my wife, Teri, joined the church in 2008. I have served on various committees but this is
my first time in Mutual Ministry. I have also served as Adult Forum leader and as a Sunday school
teacher. I have found all of this experience to be very rewarding so I look forward to serving in
Mutual Ministry.
I have lived in Red Deer since 2000. I currently work at Go Dodge Red Deer as controller.
Our family enjoys pretty much all things nerdy. Go ahead and talk to us about Star Wars, Star
Trek, Doctor Who, Harry Potter. We love it!
But don’t get me started about sports. I am a lifelong fan of the Calgary Flames and
Saskatchewan Roughriders. I love my Roughies! I also actively cheer against Edmonton in
anything!
My role as Mutual Ministry chair is to be a sounding board for the congregation , so please feel
free to contact me with any questions or concerns at my email address: mrgamgee@yahoo.ca.
God bless you all,
Dallas Craven

Stewardship and Finance
It seems this Covid19 is going to be here for a while. Paul Erlandson, our treasure, stated our
giving has been good during this Covid-19 Crisis so far but we anticipate tougher times
ahead. The Finance Committee, at the last meeting, decided that the best ways for offering are:
1) pre-authorized withdrawals-which a lot of you are doing already. The registration forms are
at the church office and can be e-mailed to you and scanned back to the church.
2) E - transfer using online Banking. This will hopefully be available by the end of April.

Paul Erlandson is setting it up, and the administrators will be Darlene and Paul. Continue to use
your envelope offering number.
3) You can either drop your offering envelops at the office or put your envelopes in the mail slot
at the church (cash or cheque) but cheques are preferred for safety reasons. Or mail envelopes
to the Church at Lutheran Church of the Good Shephard, 40 Holmes Street, Red Deer AB
T4N 6L6
Office hours are 9:00 to 12:00 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. Thursday is 1:00 to
4:00PM.
If you have any questions reach out to Paul or Darlene at the office.
Thank you for your continued faith in Good Shephard.
Yours in Christ,
Chairman, Greg Krauss

Our Church Council
Executive:
Chair
Vice-Chair
Treasurer
Secretary
Committees:
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Learning
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Service (Social Ministry)
Stewardship & Finance
Youth
Mutual Ministry
Property Management
Financial Recording Secretary:

Annette Suominen
Bill Hehn
Paul Erlandson
Renate Scheelar
Bill Hehn
Ron Kunz
Barbaranne Stickelmier
Jeanette Page
Greg Krauss
Vacant
Dallas Craven
Vacant
Dallas Craven

Financial Update to March 31, 2020

As at March 31st our bank balance is $47,503.81. We also hold $24,003.50 in money market. We ran a
small deficit in March but note that we paid a large annual bill for insurance. We were pleasantly surprised
with the amount of giving in March with no live services. We expect to have e-transfer as an option for
giving as well. Thank you for your continued support in prayer, time, talent and finances.

Income
Facility Rental
Designated Offerings
Envelope
Loose & miscellaneous
TOTAL

1,500
1,346
46,067
226
$ 49,282

Expenses
Learning
Mutual Ministry
Service
Witness and Evangelism
Property
Stewardship and Finance
Benevolence
Designated
Office
Insurance
Worship
TOTAL
Income less Expense
25000

479
24,125
475
43
9,607
4,800
1,096
1,818
6,446
450
$ 50,060
$ - 780

Envelope Giving Budget vs Actual
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